


Nehemiah 10:28-39
Then the rest of the people—the priests, Levites,
gatekeepers, singers, Temple servants, and all who had
separated themselves from the pagan people of the land in
order to obey the Law of God, together with their wives,
sons, daughters, and all who were old enough to
understand— 29 joined their leaders and bound
themselves with an oath. They swore a curse on
themselves if they failed to obey the Law of God as issued
by his servant Moses. They solemnly promised to carefully
follow all the commands, regulations, and decrees of the

| ord our Lord:




30 “We promise not to let our daughters marry the pagan
people of the land, and not to let our sons marry their
daughters. 31 “We also promise that if the people of the
land should bring any merchandise or grain to be sold on
the Sabbath or on any other holy day, we will refuse to buy
it. Every seventh year we will let our land rest, and we wiill
cancel all debts owed to us.

32 “In addition, we promise to obey the command to pay
the annual Temple tax of one-eighth of an ounce of silver
for the care of the Temple of our God. 33 This will provide
for the Bread of the Presence; for the regular grain
offerings and burnt offerings;



for the offerings on the Sabbaths, the new moon
celebrations, and the annual festivals; for the holy
offerings; and for the sin offerings to make atonement for
Israel. It will provide for everything necessary for the work
of the Temple of our God.

34 “We have cast sacred lots to determine when—

at regular times each year—the families of the priests,
Levites, and the common people should bring wood to
God’s Temple to be burned on the altar of the Lord our
God, as is written in the Law.



35 “We promise to bring the first part of every harvest to
the Lord’s Temple year after year—whether it be a crop
from the soil or from our fruit trees. 36 We agree to give
God our oldest sons and the firstborn of all our herds anad
flocks, as prescribed in the Law. We will present them to
the priests who minister in the Temple of our God.

37 We will store the produce in the storerooms of the
Temple of our God. We will bring the best of our flour and
other grain offerings, the best of our fruit, and the best of
our new wine and olive oil. And we promise to bring to the
Levites a tenth of everything our land produces, for it is
the Levites who collect the tithes in all our rural towns.



38 “A priest—a descendant of Aaron—will be with the
Levites as they receive these tithes. And a tenth of all that
Is collected as tithes will be delivered by the Levites to the
Temple of our God and placed in the storerooms. 39 The
people and the Levites must bring these offerings of grain,
new wine, and olive oil to the storerooms and place them
in the sacred containers near the ministering priests, the
gatekeepers, and the singers.

“We promise together not to neglect the Temple of our
God.”



Nehemiah 9:36-38

Behold, we are slaves this day; in the land that you gave to
our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts, behold, we
are slaves. 37 And its rich yield goes to the kings whom
you have set over us because of our sins. They rule over
our bodies and over our livestock as they please, and we
are in great distress.

38 “Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing;
on the sealed document are the names of our princes, our
Levites, and our priests.



Generosity is an evidence of our new life in Christ,
pborn out of gratitude, sustained by trust,
continually evidenced in sacrifice,
and enabled though God’s provision.



Luke 16:13-15

No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money.”

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all
these things, and they ridiculed him. 15 And he said to
them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men,
but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among
men is an abomination in the sight of God.



Jeremiah 31:33-34

For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: | will put my law
within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, ‘'Know the Lord, for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For |
will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no
more.”



1. Arevived heart
IS a generous heart



1 Chronicles 29:1-19

And David the king said to all the assembly, “Solomon my
son, whom alone God has chosen, is young and
inexperienced, and the work is great, for the palace will
not be for man but for the Lord God. 2 So | have provided
for the house of my God, so far as | was able, the gold for
the things of gold, the silver for the things of silver, and the
bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things of
iron, and wood for the things of wood, besides great
quantities of onyx and stones for setting, antimony,
colored stones, all sorts of precious stones and marble.



3 Moreover, in addition to all that | have provided for the
holy house, | have a treasure of my own of gold and silver,
and because of my devotion to the house of my God | give
it to the house of my God: 4 3,000 talents of gold, of the
gold of Ophir, and 7,000 talents of refined silver, for
overlaying the walls of the house, 5 and for all the work to
be done by craftsmen, gold for the things of gold and
silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly,
consecrating himself today to the Lord?”



6 Then the leaders of fathers' houses made their freewill
offerings, as did also the leaders of the tribes, the
commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and the
officers over the king's work. 7 They gave for the service of
the house of God 5,000 talents and 10,000 darics of gold,
10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze anad
100,000 talents of iron. 8 And whoever had precious
stones gave them to the treasury of the house of the Lord,
in the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 Then the people
rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a whole
heart they had offered freely to the Lord. David the king
also rejoiced greatly.



10 Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of all
the assembly. And David said: “Blessed are you, O Lord,
the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 11 Yours,

O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and
the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens
and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and you are exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and
honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand
are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great
and to give strength to all. 13 And now we thank you,

our God, and praise your glorious name.



14 “But who am |, and what is my people, that we should
be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from
you, and of your own have we given you. 15 For we are
strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers
were. Our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is
no abiding. 16 O Lord our God, all this abundance that we
have provided for building you a house for your holy name
comes from your hand and is all your own. 17 | know,

my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure in
uprightness.



In the uprightness of my heart | have freely offered all
these things, and now | have seen your people, who are
present here, offering freely and joyously to you. 18 O Lord,
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep
forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your
people, and direct their hearts toward you. 19 Grant to
Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep your
commandments, your testimonies, and your statutes,
performing all, and that he may build the palace for which

| have made provision.”



Luke 3:13-14
And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are

authorized to do.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we,
what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation,

and be content with your wages.”



1Kings 11:9-13

The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart
had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had
appeared to him twice. 10 Although he had forbidden
Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the
Lord’s command. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon,

“Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my
covenant and my decrees, which | commanded you,

| will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and
give it to one of your subordinates...



12 Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, | will not
do it during your lifetime. | will tear it out of the hand of
your son. 13 Yet | will not tear the whole kingdom from
him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my
servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which | have
chosen.”



1Kings 10:23-29

King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all
the other kings of the earth. 24 The whole world sought
audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in
his heart. 25 Year after year, everyone who came brought a
gift—articles of silver and gold, robes, weapons and
spices, and horses and mules.

26 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had
fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horses,
which he kept in the chariot cities and also with him in
Jerusalem...



27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as
stones, and cedar as plentiful as sycamore-fig trees in the
foothills. 28 Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt
and from Kue—the royal merchants purchased them from
Kue at the current price. 29 They imported a chariot from
Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a
hundred and fifty. They also exported them to all the kings
of the Hittites and of the Arameans



“The pivot puts a sharp point to this passage’s abstract

message: a kingdom fails when leaders put their own
interests before God'’s.”

Bruce Waltke




2. A revived heart has biblical,
God-honoring financial priorities




Leviticus 27:30
“Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or
of the fruit of the trees, is the Lord's; it is holy to the Lord.



Leviticus 27:32
And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of

all that pass under the herdsman's staff, shall be holy to
the Lord.




Numbers 18:24

For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they present as
a contribution to the Lord, | have given to the Levites for
an inheritance. Therefore | have said of them that they
shall have no inheritance among the people of Israel.”



Genesis 14:18-20
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 19 And he blessed
him and said,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

Possessor of heaven and earth;
20 and blessed be God Most High,

who has delivered your enemies into your hand

44
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Genesis 28:20-22

Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me
and will keep me in this way that | go, and will give me
bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that | come again
to my father's house in peace, then the Lord shall be my
God, 22 and this stone, which | have set up for a pillar, shall
be God's house. And of all that you give me | will give a full
tenth to you.”



Mathew 23:23
What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the
tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the
more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and
faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more

important things.




“Giving God a tenth of our income does not deny that all
our money is God's, it proves that we believe it. Tithing is
like a constant offering of the first fruits of the whole thing.
The tenth is yours, O, Lord, in a special way, because all of
it is yours in an ordinary way.”

-John Piper



“To me, giving less than a tithe is simply not an option.
Someday I'm going to stand before God and give an
account of my life (Romans 14:12). On that day | do not
want to have to explain why, being in-dwelt with the Holy
Spirit and having lived in the most affluent nation in human
history, | failed to give at the very minimal level of those
who did not have the indwelling Spirit and owned

far less than 1"

-Randy Alcorn



3. Arevived heart lives in the
awareness and blessing
of God’s supernatural provision




Proverbs 3:9-10
Honor the Lord with your wealth
and with the firstfruits of all your produce;
10 then your barns will be filled with plenty,
and your vats will be bursting with wine.



Malachi 3:6-12

“| the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of
Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your
ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and
have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you,
says the Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to
return?’ 8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your
whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty,

/



“and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven
and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room
enough to store it. 11 | will prevent pests from devouring
your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their
fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all
the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a
delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.



Psalm 81:1-14
Sing aloud to God our strength;
shout for joy to the God of Jacob!
2 Raise a song; sound the tambourine,
the sweet lyre with the harp.
3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon,
at the full moon, on our feast day.
4 For it is a statute for Israel,
a rule of the God of Jacob.
5 He made it a decree in Joseph
when he went out over the land of Egypt.
| hear a language | had not known:




6 “l relieved your shoulder of the burden;
vour hands were freed from the basket.
7/ In distress you called, and | delivered you;
| answered you in the secret place of thunder;
| tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah
8 Hear, O my people, while | admonish youl!
O lIsrael, if you would but listen to me!
9 There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not bow down to a foreign god.
10 | am the Lord your God,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and | will fill it.



11 “But my people did not listen to my voice;
Israel would not submit to me.

12 So | gave them over to their stubborn hearts,
to follow their own counsels.

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me,
that Israel would walk in my ways!

14 | would soon subdue their enemies
and turn my hand against their foes.






