


John 12:20-33 
Now among those who went up to worship at the feast 
were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to 
see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, 
and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life…



26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 
27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come 
to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said 
that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not mine.



31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of 
this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this 
to show by what kind of death he was going to die.



Romans 12:1-2 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.



1. The Renewed Mind 
Fights Against Self



“If you’re a young person in America, you’ve undoubtedly 
been bombarded by calls to “follow your passion,” 
“pursue your dreams,” or “do what you love and love what 
you do.” But do these sugary mantras truly represent the 
path to vocational clarity, economic abundance, personal 
fulfillment, and human flourishing? Not according to a 
new study by researchers from Stanford University and 
Yale-NUS College, which found that “following your 
passion” is likely to lead to overly limited pursuits, inflated 
expectations (career, economic, or otherwise), and early 
or eventual burnout. The folly of ‘following your passion’” 
-Josheph Sunde



1 Corinthians 2:14-16 
The natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able 
to understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is 
himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has 
understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.



2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have 
died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 
died and was raised.



Wrong: THE NATURAL MAN DOES NOT AND CANNOT 
RECEIVE THINGS FROM THE SPIRIT OF GOD. YOUR 
INHERITANCE, YOUR CALLING, DIVINE OPPORTUNITIES, 
DIVINE STRATEGIES AND SUPERNATURAL KEYS TO 
UNLOCK DOORS OF BLESSING ARE ALL GIVEN BY THE 
HOLY SPIRIT DIRECTLY TO YOUR SPIRIT AND THEY ARE 
SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED.



Philippians 2:3-11 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross…



9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Mark 8:31-36 
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the 
chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on 
the things of God, but on the things of man…”



34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said 
to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For 
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his soul?



Mark 9:30-37 
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. 
And he did not want anyone to know, 31 for he was 
teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is 
going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will 
kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will 
rise.” 32 But they did not understand the saying, and were 
afraid to ask him. 33 And they came to Capernaum… 



And when he was in the house he asked them, “What 
were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, 
for on the way they had argued with one another about 
who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the 
twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, 
he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took 
a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him 
in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one 
such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives 
me, receives not me but him who sent me.”



Mark 10:32-45 
And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and 
Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, 
and those who followed were afraid. And taking the 
twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen 
to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief 
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to 
death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they 
will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. 
And after three days he will rise…”



35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to 
him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What 
do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, 
“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which 
I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are able.”



And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will 
drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you 
will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began 
to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called 
them to him and said to them, “You know that those who 
are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones exercise authority over them.



43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would 
be great among you must be your servant, 44 and 
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 
45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



One Solitary Life 
Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the 
child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village. 
He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty. 
Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. 
He never owned a home. He never wrote a book. 
He never held an office. He never had a family. 
He never went to college. He never put His foot inside a 
big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the 
place He was born. He never did one of the things that 
usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but 
Himself...



While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion 
turned against him. His friends ran away. One of them 
denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. 
He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed 
upon a cross between two thieves. While He was dying 
His executioners gambled for the only piece of property 
He had on earth – His coat. When He was dead, He was 
laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend…



Nineteen long centuries have come and gone, and today 
He is a centerpiece of the human race and leader of the 
column of progress. 

I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that 
ever marched, all the navies that were ever built; all the 
parliaments that ever sat and all the kings that ever 
reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man 
upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life.



2. The Renewed Mind Lives for 
the Honor of the Father



Luke 17:7-10 
“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping 
sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, 
‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather 
say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, 
and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will 
eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he 
did what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you 
have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants; we have only done what was our 
duty.’”



“Pastors often hear, "I work my fingers to the bone in this 
church, and what thanks do I get?" Is that the way it is? 
Your service was for thanks? Are you in your right mind? 
Servanthood begins where gratitude and applause ends.” 

-Timothy Keller



Galatians 1:10 
For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? 
Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please 
man, I would not be a servant of Christ.



3. The Renewed Mind Lives for 
the Glory of God



1 John 3:16-18 (NIV) 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down 
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions 
and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 
them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but 
with actions and in truth.



John 21:15-23 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a 
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep…



18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you 
used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but 
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
another will dress you and carry you where you do not 
want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of 
death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said 
to him, “Follow me…”



20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following them, the one who also had leaned back against 
him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that 
is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to 
Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, 
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to 
you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad 
among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet 
Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, 
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to 
you?”



Matthew 5:16 
Let your light shine before men so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.




