


1 Samuel 8:1-5 
When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges 
over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son was Joel, 
and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges 
in Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his 
ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and 
perverted justice. 4 Then all the elders of Israel 
gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and 
said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not 
walk in your ways.



1) NEED GOSPEL INVESTMENT 
IN THE NEXT GENERATION



1 Samuel 8:5-9 
and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in 
your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the 
nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, 
“Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to 
the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the 
people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected me from being king over 
them. 8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the 
day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me 
and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 9 Now then, 
obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show 
them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”



Genesis 17:6 
I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will 
make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20



2) OLD IDOLATRY 
WITH A NEW TWIST



“One of the signs that an object is functioning as an 
idol is that fear becomes one of the chief 
characteristics of life. When we center our lives on the 
idol, we become dependent on it. If our counterfeit 
god is threatened in any way, our response is 
complete panic. We do not say, “What a shame, 
how difficult,” but rather “This is the end! There’s no 
hope!” 

-Tim Keller





“That most basic question which God poses to each human heart: 
Has something or someone besides Jesus the Christ taken title to 
your heart’s functional trust, preoccupation, loyalty, service, fear 
and delight? Questions . . . bring some of people’s idol systems to 
the surface. ‘To who or what do you look for life-sustaining 
stability, security and acceptance? . . . What do you really want and 
expect out of life? What would really make you happy? What 
would make you an acceptable person? Where do you look for 
power and success?’ These questions or similar ones tease out 
whether we serve God or idols, whether we look for salvation from 
Christ or from false saviors.”                                                                            

David Powlison



“Theology becomes therapy. . . The biblical interest in 
righteousness is replaced by a search for happiness, 
holiness by wholeness, truth by feeling, ethics by feeling 
good about one’s self. The world shrinks to the range of 
personal circumstances; the community of faith shrinks 
to a circle of personal friends. The past recedes. 
The church recedes. All that remains is the self.” 

David Wells





Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.



Romans 8:5-6 
For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.



1 Samuel 8:10-18 
So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who 
were asking for a king from him. 11 He said, “These will be 
the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your 
sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen 
and to run before his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for 
himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, 
and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to 
make his implements of war and the equipment of his 
chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 
cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and 
vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 



15 He will take the tenth of your grain and of your 
vineyards and give it to his officers and to his 
servants. 16 He will take your male servants and 
female servants and the best of your young men and 
your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will 
take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his 
slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of 
your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but 
the Lord will not answer you in that day.”



3) GRACIOUS WARNING



Jeremiah 31:33 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.



1 Peter 2:9 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.



Titus 2:11–13 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing 
of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.



1 Samuel 8:19-22 
But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. 
And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over 
us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that 
our king may judge us and go out before us and fight 
our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the 
words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of 
the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey their 
voice and make them a king.” Samuel then said to the 
men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”



4) UNEXPECTED RESPONSES



Proverbs 12:15 
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 
but a wise man listens to advice.



Romans 6:16-18 
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 
of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once 
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to 
the standard of teaching to which you were 
committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness.










