


1 Samuel 17 
David and Goliath



1 Samuel 17 
Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle…
2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered, and 
encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in line of 
battle against the Philistines. 3 And the Philistines stood 
on the mountain on one side, and Israel stood on the 
mountain on the other side, with a valley between 
them. 4 And there came out from the camp of the 
Philistines a champion named Goliath of Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span.



5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was 
armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 
was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 And he had 
bronze armour on his legs, and a javelin of bronze slung 
between his shoulders. 7 The shaft of his spear was like 
a weaver's beam, and his spear's head weighed six 
hundred shekels of iron. And his shield bearer went 
before him. 8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of 
Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? 
Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? 
Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down 
to me.



 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will 
be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill 
him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” 
10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of Israel this 
day. Give me a man, that we may fight together.” 
11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid…



13 The three oldest sons of Jesse had followed Saul to 
the battle. And the names of his three sons who went to 
the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next to him 
Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14 David was the 
youngest. The three eldest followed Saul, 
15 but David went back and forth from Saul to feed his 
father's sheep at Bethlehem. 16 For forty days the 
Philistine came forward and took his stand, morning 
and evening. 
17 And Jesse said to David his son, “Take for your 
brothers an ephah of this parched grain, and these ten 
loaves…



18 Also take these ten cheeses to the commander of 
their thousand. See if your brothers are well, and bring 
some token from them.” 
20 And David rose early in the morning and left the 
sheep with a keeper and took the provisions and went, 
as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the 
encampment as the host was going out to the battle 
line, shouting the war cry. 
22 And David left the things in charge of the keeper of 
the baggage and ran to the ranks and went and greeted 
his brothers.



23 As he talked with them, behold, the champion, the 
Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the 
ranks of the Philistines and spoke the same words as 
before. And David heard him. 
24 All the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled 
from him and were much afraid. 25 And the men of 
Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? 
Surely he has come up to defy Israel. And the king will 
enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will 
give him his daughter and make his father's house free 
in Israel.” 26 And David said to the men who stood by 
him,



“What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine 
and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy 
the armies of the living God?” 
27 And the people answered him in the same way, 
“So shall it be done to the man who kills him.” 
28 Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to 
the men. And Eliab's anger was kindled against David, 
and he said, “Why have you come down? And with 
whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? 
I know your presumption and the evil of your heart, 
for you have come down to see the battle.”



29 And David said, “What have I done now? Was it not 
but a word?” 30 And he turned away from him towards 
another, and spoke in the same way, and the people 
answered him again as before. 
31 When the words that David spoke were heard, they 
repeated them before Saul, and he sent for him. 
32 And David said to Saul, “Let no man's heart fail 
because of him. Your servant will go and fight with 
this Philistine.” 33 And Saul said to David, “You are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for 
you are but a youth, and he has been a man of war from 
his youth.”



34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep 
sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a 
bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after him 
and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. 
And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard 
and struck him and killed him. 36 Your servant has 
struck down both lions and bears, and this 
uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, for he 
has defied the armies of the living God.” 37 And David 
said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the 
lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from 
the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, 
“Go, and the Lord be with you!”



38 Then Saul clothed David with his armour. He put a 
helmet of bronze on his head and clothed him with a 
coat of mail, 39 and David strapped his sword over his 
armour. And he tried in vain to go, for he had not tested 
them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, 
for I have not tested them.” So David put them off. 
40 Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five 
smooth stones from the brook and put them in his 
shepherd's pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he 
approached the Philistine. 
41 And the Philistine moved forward and came near to 
David, with his shield bearer in front of him.



42 And when the Philistine looked and saw David, he 
disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and 
handsome in appearance. 43 And the Philistine said to 
David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” 
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The 
Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give 
your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the 
field.” 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to 
me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, 
but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.



46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, 
and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I 
will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines 
this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of 
the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a 
God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know 
that the Lord saves not with sword and spear. For the 
battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our 
hand.” 
48 When the Philistine arose and came and drew near 
to meet David, David ran quickly towards the battle line 
to meet the Philistine.



49 And David put his hand in his bag and took out a 
stone and slung it and struck the Philistine on his 
forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell 
on his face to the ground. 
50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling 
and with a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed 
him. There was no sword in the hand of David. 
51 Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and 
took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed 
him and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines 
saw that their champion was dead, they fled.



52 And the men of Israel and Judah rose with a shout 
and pursued the Philistines as far as Gath and the gates 
of Ekron, so that the wounded Philistines fell on the way 
from Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron. 53 And the 
people of Israel came back from chasing the Philistines, 
and they plundered their camp. 
54 And David took the head of the Philistine and 
brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armour in his 
tent.



Jesus Won the Battle



Genesis 3:15  
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.”



1 Corinthians 15:56-57 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.



Defeated Death



Hebrews 2:14-15 
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, 
he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery.



Revelation 1:18 
And the living one. I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.



Revelation 12:11 
They triumphed over him 
    by the blood of the Lamb 
    and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much 
    as to shrink from death.



John Paton replied to this man 'Mr Dickson, you are 
advanced in years now and your own prospect is soon 
to be laid in the grave, there to be eaten by worms; I 
confess to you that if I can live and die serving and 
honouring the Lord Jesus, it will make no difference to 
me whether I am eaten by Cannibals or by worms; and 
in the Great Day my resurrection body will rise as fair as 
yours in the likeness of our risen Redeemer.”  

-John Paton



Brought us right standing 
with God



1 Peter 3:18 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God



Brought us into God’s family 



Ephesians 2:13,18-19 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

18 For through him we both have access to the Father 
by one Spirit. 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
also members of his household.



Matthew 6:25-34 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow 
or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 
than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry about 
clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do 
not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon 
in all his splendor was dressed like one of these…



30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ 
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.



“Why does the Lord say that worry is unbelief? How does 
my worry reflect the level of my faith? My worry-ometer 
is also a faith-ometer; and in this case it isn’t my faith 
that’s red-lining—it’s my unbelief. Why is worry unbelief? 
Because it has its roots in doubt about God’s character. 
It questions His Fatherly care and provision. When I 
worry about what’s going to happen to my life, what I’m 
really saying is, “God, You can’t handle this. You’re either 
too weak, uninterested, unloving, or not smart enough 
to take care of my life. I’ve got to devote all my attention 
to sorting this situation out on my own.” 
-Elyse Fitzpatrick



“Jesus is not discounting common concern for our own 
welfare or the welfare of others… 
He is saying, “Atheistic anxiety—that is, worry that 
thinks God cannot see, does not care, and will not give
—is ungodly.” It It is an affront to the person and 
providence and provision of God.” 

-Douglas Sean O’Donnell



Jesus is Winning Battles



He turns weakness to strength



1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you 
were called. Not many of you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things—and the 
things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before him.



Judges 20:15-17 
And the people of Benjamin mustered out of their cities 
on that day 26,000 men who drew the sword, besides 
the inhabitants of Gibeah, who mustered 700 chosen 
men. 16 Among all these were 700 chosen men who 
were left-handed; every one could sling a stone at a 
hair and not miss. 17 And the men of Israel, apart from 
Benjamin, mustered 400,000 men who drew the 
sword; all these were men of war.



Judges 3:15 
Then the people of Israel cried out to the Lord, and the 
Lord raised up for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of 
Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed man.



Hebrews 11:32-34 
And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell 
of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 
Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched 
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in 
war, put foreign armies to flight.



“God had looked for a man weak enough, and He found 
me.” 

Hudson Taylor, when asked why he was used of the 
Lord so greatly in China. 



He uses unconventional 
weapons



2 Corinthians 10:3-4 
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as 
the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds. 



“Saul sets up an obstacle by putting his armor on David
—he keeps putting himself on Goliath’s terms of 
reference by believing in weapons and war experience. 
David rejects the armor. The scene peaks in the 
confrontation of the two warriors’ speeches regarding 
their gods and in their dexterity (1 Sam. 17:40–51). 
By a well-aimed shot with his sling and fighting under 
the banner of I AM’s name, David makes Goliath’s 
conventional spear and armor look ludicrous; he 
dispatches the fallen giant with the giant’s own sword.” 

-Bruce Waltke



He reminds of HIS strength 
in our weakness



2 Corinthians 1:8-11 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and 
sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the 
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far 
beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life 
itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of 
death. But this happened that we might not rely on 
ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver 
us again. On him we have set our hope that he will 
continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. 
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious 
favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.



“..the living God…  This powerful title is used sparingly 
in both the OT and NT, with only fifteen occurrences in 
each;. It speaks of a God who, in contrast both with 
literal idols and with mere formal ritual, is active and 
dynamic, a God to be confidently relied on but also a 
dangerous enemy.” 

-George Guthrie



“David’s portrayal of God is indeed theologically rich. 
David twice calls the Lord the “living God” (vv. 26, 36). 
This title is not just an affirmation of God’s existence 
(alive, as opposed to nonexistent or dead). It also 
focuses on his active presence, self-revelation, power, 
authority, and ongoing involvement in history.[177] He 
is the living God in the sense that he actively intervenes 
for his people…He rescues his people (v. 37), saves 
them (v. 47), and hands their enemies over to them (vv. 
46–47). He is a mighty warrior king, who is “the LORD 
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel” (v. 45) 
-Robert Chisholm Jr.



Psalm 3 
A psalm of David, 
1  O Lord, I have so many enemies; 
    so many are against me. 
2  So many are saying, 
    “God will never rescue him!” Interlude 
3  But you, O Lord, are a shield around me; 
    you are my glory, the one who holds my head high. 
4  I cried out to the Lord, 
    and he answered me from his holy mountain. 
Interlude



5  I lay down and slept, 
    yet I woke up in safety, 
    for the Lord was watching over me. 
6  I am not afraid of ten thousand enemies 
    who surround me on every side. 
7  Arise, O Lord! 
    Rescue me, my God! 
Slap all my enemies in the face! 
    Shatter the teeth of the wicked! 
8  Victory comes from you, O Lord. 
    May you bless your people. Interlude



Jesus Will Win the Battle



Numbers 13:25-33 
At the end of forty days they returned from spying out 
the land. 26 And they came to Moses and Aaron and to 
all the congregation of the people of Israel in the 
wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back 
word to them and to all the congregation, and showed 
them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, “We 
came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with 
milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the 
people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities 
are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the 
descendants of Anak there…



29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. 
The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in 
the hill country. And the Canaanites dwell by the sea, 
and along the Jordan.” 
30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and 
said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are 
well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had 
gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” 
32 So they brought to the people of Israel a bad report 
of the land that they had spied out, saying,



“The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is 
a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people 
that we saw in it are of great height. 33 And there we 
saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from 
the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like 
grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”



Numbers 14:1-11 
Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the 
people wept that night. 2 And all the people of Israel 
grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole 
congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in 
the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this 
wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, 
to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will 
become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back 
to Egypt?” 4 And they said to one another, “Let us 
choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”



5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all 
the assembly of the congregation of the people of 
Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied 
out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the 
congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which 
we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly 
good land. 8 If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us 
into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with 
milk and honey.



9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear 
the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their 
protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with 
us; do not fear them.” 10 Then all the congregation said 
to stone them with stones. But the glory of the Lord 
appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of 
Israel. 
11 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long will this 
people despise me? And how long will they not believe 
in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among 
them?



Matthew 28:18-20 
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all 
authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.”



1 Corinthians 15:56-58 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain.



Romans 16:20 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 
feet. May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.



Ephesians 3:20-21 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than 
all that we ask or think, according to the power at work 
within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.




