


1 Samuel 9 
There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, … 
a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2 And he had a son 
whose name was Saul… There was not a man among 
the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his 
shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people. 
3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul's father, were lost. So 
Kish said to Saul his son, “Take one of the young men… 
arise, go and look for the donkeys.”  … 



“Come, let us go back, lest my father cease to care 
about the donkeys and become anxious about us.” 
6 But he said to him, “Behold, there is a man of God in 
this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; all that 
he says comes true. So now let us go there. Perhaps he 
can tell us the way we should go.” … 
11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met young 
women coming out to draw water and said to them, “Is 
the seer here?” 12 They answered, “He is; behold, he is 
just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the 
city, because the people have a sacrifice today on the 
high place.



13 As soon as you enter the city you will find him, 
before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the 
people will not eat till he comes, since he must bless 
the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. 
Now go up, for you will meet him immediately.” … 
15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had 
revealed to Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow about this time I will 
send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you 
shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He 
shall save my people from the hand of the Philistines. 
For I have seen my people, because their cry has come 
to me.” 



17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is 
the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall 
restrain my people.” 18 Then Saul approached Samuel 
in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house of the 
seer?” 19 Samuel answered Saul, “I am the seer. 
Go up before me to the high place, for today you shall 
eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will 
tell you all that is on your mind. 20 As for your donkeys 
that were lost three days ago, do not set your mind on 
them, for they have been found. And for whom is all 
that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all 
your father’s house?”



21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjamite, from the least 
of the tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the humblest 
of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have 
you spoken to me in this way?”… 
 26 Then at the break of dawn Samuel called to Saul on 
the roof, “Up, that I may send you on your way.” So Saul 
arose, and both he and Samuel went out into the street. 
27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, 
Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to pass on before 
us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself for a 
while, that I may make known to you the word of God.”



1 Samuel 10 
1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his 
head and kissed him and said, “Has not the Lord 
anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? 
And you shall reign over the people of the Lord and you 
will save them from the hand of their surrounding 
enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the Lord 
has anointed you to be prince over his heritage…



9 When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave 
him another heart. And all these signs came to pass 
that day. 10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a 
group of prophets met him, and the Spirit of God 
rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. 
11 And when all who knew him previously saw how he 
prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one 
another, “What has come over the son of Kish? 
Is Saul also among the prophets?…”



14 Saul's uncle said to him and to his servant, 
“Where did you go?” And he said, “To seek the donkeys. 
And when we saw they were not to be found, we went 
to Samuel.” 15 And Saul's uncle said, “Please tell me 
what Samuel said to you.” 16 And Saul said to his uncle, 
“He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found.” 
But about the matter of the kingdom, of which Samuel 
had spoken, he did not tell him anything.



1. Steadfast Love



“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy I cannot find in my 
own..” 

Rich Mullins 



Psalm 103:8-13 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
9  He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger 
forever. 10 He does not deal with us according to our 
sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12  as far as the east is from the west, so far does he 
remove our transgressions from us. 
13  As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 
Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.



Lamentations 3:22 
Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
for his compassions never fail.



Ezra 9:13 (NIV) 
“What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds 
and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have 
punished us less than our sins deserved and have 
given us a remnant like this.



Romans 5:6-8 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 
died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.



2. Sovereignty



Westminster Catechism Q.11 

What are God’s works of providence? 
God’s works of providence are His most holy, wise, and 
powerful preserving, and governing all His creatures; 
ordering them, and all their actions, to His own glory.



“There are two mistakes people make regarding God’s 
guidance through circumstances. One mistake is to 
think every event of life is heavy with meaning from 
God. This is wrong, because though nothing happens by 
accident, not everything happens for a great purpose. 
The second mistake is to ignore the moving of God in 
our lives through circumstances. God wanted to use this 
situation to guide Saul, and God will often use 
circumstances in our lives the same way. We need to 
trust in God’s goodness and in His ability to make all 
things work together for good (Romans 8:28).” 
-David Guzik



Romans 8:28 
And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. 



Psalm 115:16-19 
When he summoned a famine on the land 
and broke all supply of bread, 
17 he had sent a man ahead of them, 
Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
18 His feet were hurt with fetters; 
his neck was put in a collar of iron; 
19 until what he had said came to pass, 
the word of the LORD tested him.



James 5:13-17 
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go 
into such and such a town and spend a year there and 
trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist 
that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 
and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever 
knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, 
for him it is sin.



3. Empowerment



1 Peter 2:9-10 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.



Acts 1:8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth.



4. Jesus



Ezekiel 36:24-29 
“‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you 
from all the countries and bring you back into your own 
land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will 
be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and 
from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put 
a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my 
Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be 
careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land 
I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will 
be your God. 29 I will save you from all your 
uncleanness.



John 3:5-8 
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and 
the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my 
saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot 
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.”



John 7:37-39 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood 
up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me 
and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture 
has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 
39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit 
had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.




