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Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 NIV 
Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of 
trouble come and the years approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure 
in them” – before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow 
dark, and the clouds return after the rain; when the keepers of the house 
tremble, and the strong men stoop, when the grinders cease because they 
are few, and those looking through the windows grow dim; when the doors 
to the street are closed and the sound of grinding fades; when people rise 
up at the sound of birds, but all their songs grow faint; when people are 
afraid of heights and of dangers in the streets; when the almond blossoms 
and the grasshopper drags itself along and desire no longer is stirred.  
Then people go to their eternal home and mourners go about the streets.  
Remember Him – before the silver cord is severed, and the golden bowl is 
broken; before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, and the wheel is 
broken at the well, and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the 
spirit returns to God who gave it.  “Meaningless! Meaningless! Says the 
Teacher. “Everything is Meaningless”   
 
 
John 15:10-17 NIV 
If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commands and remain in His love.  I have told you this so that 
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is 
this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do 
what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does 
not know his master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 
and bear fruit-fruit that will last-and so that whatever you ask in my name 
the Father will give you.  This is my command: Love each other. 
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Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 NIV 
Not only was the Teacher wise, but he also imparted knowledge to the 
people.  He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 
The Teacher searched to find the right words, and what he wrote was 
upright and true.  The words of the wise are like goads, their collected 
sayings like firmly embedded nails-given by one shepherd.  Be warned, my 
son, of anything in addition to them.  Of making many books there is no 
end, and much study wearies the body.  Now all has been heard; here is 
the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for 
this is the duty of all mankind.  For God will bring every deed into 
judgement, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 
 
Luke 12:1-9 AMP 
In the meantime, after so many thousands of the people had gathered that 
they were stepping on one another, Jesus began speaking first of all to His 
disciples, “Be continually on your guard against the [a]leaven of the 
Pharisees [that is, their pervasive, corrupting influence and teaching], which 
is hypocrisy [producing self-righteousness].  But there is nothing [so 
carefully] concealed that it will not be revealed, nor so hidden that it will not 
be made known.  For that reason, whatever you have said in the dark will 
be heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind closed doors 
will be proclaimed on the housetops. “I say to you, My friends, do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body and after that have nothing more that they 
can do.  But I will point out to you whom you should fear: fear the One who, 
after He has killed, has authority and power to hurl [you] into [b]hell; yes, I 
say to you, [stand in great awe of God and] fear Him!  Are not five sparrows 
sold for two [c]copper coins? Yet not one of them has [ever] been forgotten 
in the presence of God.  Indeed the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Do not be afraid; you are far more valuable than many 
sparrows. “I say to you, whoever declares openly and confesses Me before 
men (speaking freely of Me as his Lord), the Son of Man also will declare 
openly and confess him (as one of His own) before the angels of God. But 
he who denies Me before men will be denied in the presence of the angels 
of God. 
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