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Luke 8:14 (NIV) — “The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who
hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’'s worries, riches,
and pleasures, and they do not mature”.

Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV) — “| am not saying this because | am in need, for
| have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. | know what it is
to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the
secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do all this through Him
who gives me strength”.

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (NIV) — “Now all has been heard; here is the
conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this
Is the duty of all mankind. For God will bring every deed into judgment,
including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil”.

Ecclesiastes 1:1-7 (NIV) — The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in
Jerusalem: “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly
meaningless! Everything is meaningless. What do people gain from all
their labors at which they toil under the sun? Generations come and
generations go, but the earth remains forever. The sun rises and the sun
sets, and hurries back to where it rises. The wind blows to the south and
turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever returning on its course. All
streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the
streams come from, there they return again”.

Revelation 21:1 (NIV) — “Then | saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth’, for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no
longer any sea”.

“For Old Testament orthodoxy, creation rings with praises of the Lord.
Creation is His! But, says the Preacher, take away its God, and creation no
longer reflects His glory; it illustrates the weariness of mankind” — Michael
Eaton

Mark 8:36 (NKJV) — “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole
world, and loses his own soul?”
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Colossians 3:22-24 (NIV) — “Slaves, obey your earthly masters in
everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their
favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. Whatever you
do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human
masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord
as areward. Itis the Lord Christ you are serving”.

Ecclesiastes 1:8 (NIV) — “All things are wearisome, more than one can
say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing”.

“What is the difference between a squirrel in a cage who only makes his
prison go round the faster by his swift race, and the man who lives toilsome
days for transitory objects which he may never attain?” — Alexander
Maclaren

Ecclesiastes 1:12-15 (NIV) — ‘I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in
Jerusalem. | applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom all that is
done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid on mankind!
| have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are
meaningless, a chasing after the wind. What is crooked cannot be
straightened; what is lacking cannot be counted”.

Matthew 11:25, 28-30 (NIV) — At that time Jesus said, “| praise you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children” — “Come to
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light”.

“It is impossible to calculate how much anxiety, pain, labor, and fatigue are
necessary in order to carry on the common operations of life. But an
endless desire of gain, and an endless curiosity to witness a variety of
results, cause men to labor on” — Adam Clarke
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Ecclesiastes 1:16-18 (NIV) — “I said to myself, ‘Look, | have increased in
wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; | have
experienced much of wisdom and knowledge’. Then | applied myself to the
understanding of wisdom, and also of madness and folly, but | learned that
this, too, is a chasing after the wind. For with much wisdom comes much

sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief”.

“The Bible is of all books in the world that which contributes most to make
men good, wise, and happy” — John Quincy Adams

John 6:67-68 (NIV) — “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked
the Twelve. Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life”.
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