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Psalm 103:8-12 (NIV) – “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will He harbor His anger 

forever; He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 

iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for 

those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 

transgressions from us”. 

Matthew 9:9-11 (NIV) – As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth.  “Follow me”, He told him, and 

Matthew got up and followed Him.  While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s 

house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with Him and His disciples.  

When the Pharisees saw this, they asked His disciples, “Why does your teacher 

eat with tax collectors and sinners?”   

Matthew 9:12-13 (NIV) – On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who 

need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy; 

not sacrifice’.  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners”. 

“sick” = Greek kakos – “badly”; “amiss, diseased, sore”; HELPS – comes from adj. 

defined as “sore misery related to experiencing grievous harm (affliction)” 

Matthew 23:1-4  (NIV) – Then Jesus said to the crowds and to His disciples: “The 

teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  So you must be careful 

to do everything they tell you.  But do not do what they do, for they do not 

practice what they preach.  They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them 

on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to 

move them”. 

“I’m coming back to the heart of worship, and it’s all about you, it’s all about you, 

Jesus.  I’m sorry Lord for the thing I’ve made it, when it’s all about you, it’s all 

about you Jesus” – Matt Redman, Heart of Worship       
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1 Corinthians 9:19-22 (MSG) – “Even though I am free of the demands and 

expectations of everyone, I have voluntarily become a servant to any and all in 

order to reach a wide range of people: religious, nonreligious, meticulous 

moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated, the demoralized – whoever.  I 

didn’t take on their way of life.  I kept my bearings in Christ – but I entered their 

world and tried to experience things from their point of view.  I’ve become just 

about every sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into a 

God-saved life”. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 (NIV) – “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in 

all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 

ourselves receive from God.  For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of 

Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ”. 

Proverbs 16:9 (NLT) – “We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our 

steps”. 

2 Chronicles 6:18-21 (NIV) – “But will God really dwell on earth with humans?  

The heavens, even the highest heavens, cannot contain you.  How much less this 

temple I have built!  Yet, Lord my God, give attention to your servant’s prayer and 

his plea for mercy.  Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in 

your presence.  May your eyes be open toward this temple day and night, this 

place of which you said you would put your Name there.  May you hear the 

prayer your servant prays toward this place.  Hear the supplications of your 

servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place.  Hear from 

heaven, your dwelling place; and when you hear, forgive”. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (NIV) – “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of 

you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.  

 

   


