THE ADVENT OF THE KING — The Good News
December 24, 2025

Revelation 19:11-16 (NIV) — “I saw heaven standing open and there before me
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges
and wages war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are many crowns.
He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself. He is dressed
in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God. The armies of
heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen,
white and clean. Coming out of His mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike
down the nations. ‘He will rule them with an iron scepter’. He treads the
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On His robe and on His thigh,
He has this name written: King of kings and Lord of lords”.

“Any view of God which eliminates judgment and His hatred of sin in the interest
of an emasculated doctrine of sentimental affection finds no support in the strong
and virile realism of the Apocalypse” — Robert Mounce

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV) — “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”.

Revelation 2:26-27 (NIV) — “To the one who is victorious and does my will to the
end, | will give authority over the nations — that one ‘will rule them with an iron
scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery’ —just as | have received
authority from my Father”.

“rule” = Greek poimaino — “to shepherd, give direction”

Matthew 1:20-23 (NIV) — But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus,
because He will save His people from their sins”. All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to
a son, and they will call Him Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’)”.
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John 6:32-35 (NIV) — Jesus said to them, “Very truly | tell you, it is not Moses who
has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world”. “Sir”, they said, “always give us this bread”.
Then Jesus declared, “l am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty”.

Micah 5:2 (NIV) — “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among
the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times”.

Luke 2:6-9 (NIV) — “While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed
Him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. And there
were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified”.

“Men were trafficking, and little children playing, and women gossiping beside the
well —and lo! The kingdom of heaven was among them” — Leon Morris

Luke 2:10-14 (NIV) — But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David
a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger”. Suddenly a
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom His favor rests”.
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Revelation 21:1-7 (NIV) - Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. |
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And | heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will
be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things
has passed away”. He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true”. He said to me: “It is done. | am the Alpha and the

Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty | will give water without

cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are victorious will inherit all
this, and | will be their God and they will be my children”.
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