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2 Timothy 1:6-8 (NIV) – “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of 

God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.  For the Spirit God gave 

us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline.  So do not 

be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me His prisoner.  Rather, join 

with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God”. 

“We are not necessarily doubting that God will do the best for us; we are 

wondering how painful the best will turn out to be” – C.S. Lewis 

Philippians 1:20-21 (NIV) – “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be 

ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be 

exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  For me, to live is Christ and to 

die is gain”. 

Acts 12:1-4 (AMP) – “Now at that time, Herod [Agrippa I] the king [of the Jews] 

arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to harm them.  And he had 

James the brother of John put to death with a sword; and when he saw that it 

pleased the Jews, he proceeded to have Peter arrested as well.  This was during 

the days of Unleavened Bread [the Passover week].  When he had seized Peter, 

he put him in prison, turning him over to four squads of soldiers of four each to 

guard him [in rotation throughout the night], planning after the Passover to bring 

him out before the Passover [for execution]”.   

“While it looks like things are out of control, behind the scenes there is a God who 

has not surrendered his authority” – A.W. Tozer 

Colossians 2:13-15 (NIV) – “When you were dead in your sins and in the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all 

our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood 

against us and condemned us; He has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  And 

having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the cross”.   

Mark 10:39-40 (NLT) – “Oh yes”, they replied, “we are able!”  Then Jesus told 

them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter cup and be baptized with my baptism 

of suffering.  But I have no right to say who will sit on my right or my left.  God has 

prepared those places for the ones He has chosen”. 
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Acts 12:5 (AMP) – “So Peter was kept in prison, but fervent and persistent prayer 

for him was being made to God by the church”. 

“fervently” = Greek ektenos – “from a medical term describing the stretching of a 

muscle to its limits” 

“Much of our prayer is powerless because it lacks earnestness.  Too often we 

almost pray with the attitude of wanting God to care about things we really don’t 

care too much about” – David Guzik  

Acts 12:6-11 (AMP) – The very night before Herod was to bring him forward, 

Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries 

were in front of the door guarding the prison.  Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 

appeared [beside him] and a light shone in the cell.  The angel struck Peter’s side 

and awakened him, saying, “Get up quickly!”  And the chains fell off his hands.  

The angel said to him, “Prepare yourself and strap on your sandals [to get ready 

for whatever may happen]”.  And he did so.  Then the angel told him, “Put on 

your robe and follow me”.  And Peter went out following the angel.  He did not 

realize that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was 

seeing a vision.  When they had passed the first guard and the second, they came 

to the iron gate that leads into the city.  Of its own accord it swung open for 

them; and they went out and went along one street, and at once the angel left 

him.  When Peter came to his senses, he said, “Now I know for certain that the 

Lord has sent His angel and has rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all 

that the Jewish people were expecting [to do to me]”. 

1 Samuel 17:34-37 (NIV) – But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping 

his father’s sheep.  When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the 

flock, I went after it, struck it, and rescued the sheep from its mouth.  When it 

turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.  Your servant has killed 

both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, 

because he has defied the armies of the living God.  The Lord who rescued me 

from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of 

this Philistine”. 
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Acts 12:12-17 (AMP) – “When he realized what had happened, he went to the 

house of Mary the mother of John, who was also called Mark, where many 

[believers] were gathered together and were praying continually [and had been 

praying all night].  When he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant-girl 

named Rhoda came to answer.  Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she failed to 

open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter was standing in front of the 

gateway.  They said to her, ‘You are out of your mind!”  But she kept insisting that 

it was so.  They kept saying, ‘It is his angel!’  But [meanwhile] Peter continued 

knocking; and when they opened the door and saw him, they were completely 

amazed.  But motioning to them with his hand to be quiet and listen, he described 

how the Lord had led him out of the prison.  And he said, ‘Report these things to 

James and the brothers and sisters’.  Then he left and went to another place”. 

Galatians 5:1 (NIV) – “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, 

then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery”.    

Galatians 5:1 (MSG) – “Christ has set us free to live a free life.  So take your stand!  

Never again let anyone put a harness of slavery on you”.  

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 (NIV) – “Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new 

unleavened batch – as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed.  Therefore, let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened 

with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth”.                                                   

                       

 

 

                        

  

 

     


