Run the Race – The Second Wind
October 16-17, 2021
Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV) - “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For
the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God”.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NIV) – “For I am already being poured out like a drink
offering, and the time for my departure is near. I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day – and not only to me, but also to all who have
longed for His appearing”.

“poured out” = Greek spendo – “completely poured out in total surrender”

Romans 12:2 (NLT) - “Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,
but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.
Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing
and perfect”.

“transform” = Greek metamorphoo – “to change, transfigure”; Matthew 17
uses it for “transfiguration”
Acts 8:1-3 (NIV) – “And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day, a
great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except
the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men
buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy
the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and
women and put them in prison”.
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Acts 8:4 (NIV) – “Those who had been scattered preached the word
wherever they went”.

Acts 9:3-4 (NIV) – “As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a
voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”

Acts 26:13-14 (NIV) – “About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I
saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my
companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying in
Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick
against the goads’”.

Acts 5:38-39 (NIV) – “Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave
these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human
origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these
men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God”.
Acts 9:17-19 (NIV) – Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord – Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road as you were coming here – has sent me so
that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit”. Immediately,
something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got
up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

John 20:21-22 (NIV) – Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the
Father has sent me, I am sending you”. And with that He breathed on them
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”.
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Genesis 2:7 (NIV) – “Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became a living being”.

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NIV)The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me
out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full
of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many
bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me,
“Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone
know.”
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to
these bones: I will make breath[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will
attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with
skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know
that I am the Lord.’” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was
prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came
together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it,
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied
as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and
stood up on their feet—a vast army. 11 Then he said to me: “Son of man,
these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up
and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to
them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open
your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of
Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open
your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and
you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I
the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”
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