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Matthew 6:1-4 (NIV) – “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in 

front of others to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from 

your Father in heaven.  So, when you give to the needy, do not announce it 

with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, 

to be honored by others.  Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 

full.  But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.  Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you”.   

 

Proverbs 31:17-20 (NIV) – “She sets about her work vigorously; her arms 

are strong for her tasks.  She sees that her trading is profitable, and her 

lamp does not go out at night.  In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps 

the spindle with her fingers.  She opens her arms to the poor and extends 

her hands to the needy”. 

 

“hypocrite” = Greek hupokrites – “stage actor; pretender” 

 

Acts 5:1-5 (NIV) – Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife 

Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.  With his wife’s full knowledge, he 

kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at 

the apostles’ feet.  Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so 

filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for 

yourself some of the money you received for the land?  Didn’t it belong to 

you before it was sold?  And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your 

disposal?  What made you think of doing such a thing?  You have not lied 

just to human beings but to God”.  When Ananias heard this, he fell down 

and died.  And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 

 

“Keep the thing so secret that even you yourself are hardly aware that you 

are doing anything at all praiseworthy.  Let God be present, and you will 

have enough of an audience” – Charles Spurgeon  
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Matthew 6:5-6 (NIV) – “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, 

for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners 

to be seen by others.  Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 

full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 

will reward you”. 

 

“room” = Greek tameion – “inner chamber, storeroom, secret chamber, 

granary, barn” 

 

Matthew 6:7-15 (NIV) – “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 

pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do 

not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.  

This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 

your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 

also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from the evil one’.  For if you forgive other people when they sin against 

you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive 

others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins”. 

 

“Once our eyes have been opened to see the enormity of our offense 

against God, the injuries which others have done to us appear by 

comparison extremely trifling.  If, on the other hand, we have an 

exaggerated view of the offenses of others, it proves that we have 

minimized our own” – John Stott 
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Matthew 6:7-9a (MSG) – “The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who 

are prayer-ignorant.  They’re full of formulas and programs and advice, 

peddling techniques for getting what you want from God.  Don’t fall for that 

nonsense.  This is your Father you are dealing with, and He knows better 

than you what you need.  With a God like this loving you, you can pray very 

simply”. 

 

“The greatest tragedy of life is not unanswered prayer, but unoffered 

prayer” – F.B. Meyer    

 

Proverbs 31:24-25 (NIV) – “She makes linen garments and sells them, 

and supplies the merchants with sashes.  She is clothed with strength and 

dignity; she can laugh at the days to come”.  

  

Matthew 6:16-18 (NIV) – “When you fast, do not look somber as the 

hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting.  

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.  But when you fast, 

put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to 

others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and 

your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you”.  

   

Proverbs 31:28-30 (NIV) – “Her children arise and call her blessed; her 

husband also, and he praises her: ‘Many women do noble things, but you 

surpass them all’.  Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman 

who fears the Lord is to be praised”.       

 

         

 

                                 


