FAITH, LOVE, ACTION! — Prayer for the Authorities
July 5-6, 2025

Psalm 33:10-12 (NIV) — “The Lord foils the plans of the nations; He thwarts the
purposes of the peoples. But the plansa of the Lord stand firm forever, the
purposes of His heart through all generations. Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord, the people He chose for His inheritance”.

Matthew 6:24 (AMP) — “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon [money, possessions, fame, status, or
whatever is valued more than the Lord]”.

Romans 13:1-5 (NIV) — “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will
bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right,
but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. For the one in
authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers
do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to
bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of
conscience”.

Ezra 1:1-4 (NIV) — In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the
word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of
Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing:
“This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me
all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build a temple for Him
at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of His people among you may go up to Jerusalem in
Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in
Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. And in any locality where survivors
may now be living, the people are to provide them with silver and gold, with
goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in
Jerusalem’”.
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness - that to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed” — Preamble of the Declaration of Independence

Romans 13:6-7 (NIV) — “This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are
God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give to everyone what you
owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then
respect; if honor, then honor”.

1 Timothy 2:1-4 (NIV) — “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people — for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth”.

“If 1 throw out a boathook from the boat and catch hold of the shore and pull, do |
pull the shore to me, or do | pull myself to the shore? Prayer is not pulling God to
my will, but the aligning of my will to the will of God” — E. Stanley Jones

Romans 8:28-29 (NIV) — “And we know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. For those
God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters”.

“We are not necessarily doubting that God will do the best for us; we are
wondering how painful the best will turn out to be” — C.S. Lewis

Philippians 3:19b-21 (NIV) — “Their mind is set on earthly things. But our
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His control,
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body”.

1 Corinthians 3:10 (NIV) — “By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as a
wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with
care”.
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1 Peter 2:12-17 (NIV) — “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the
day He visits us. Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority:
whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent
by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it
is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish
people. Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil;
live as God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of
believers, fear God, honor the emperor”.
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