December 13t & 14" 2025

WELCOME

‘Restoring lives and developing committed
disciples of Jesus Christ”

Lead Pastor: Logan Ames
Associate Pastor: Benny Sorbello

~

SATURDAY SERVICE // 6 PM
SUNDAY SERVICES // 9 AM & 10:45 AM

CHILDREN BIRTH TO 3 YEARS

Nursery care during the entire service

CHILDREN PRE-K TO 6™ GRADE

Kids Church during the sermon
Children should be picked up in their classrooms following the service

TEENS GRADES 7™ TO 12™

Stay in for the whole service

FRIENDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH

3380 FOX RUN ROAD // DOVER, PA 17315
PHONE: (717)779-0400
WEB: FRIENDSHIPCOMMUNITY.ORG

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

1 th |
KID'S CHRISTMAS Friday, December 19*" at 6 PM!

PROGRAM Meet at the church — caroling in the
12/21 @ 10:45 am Andover neighborhood. Bring a flashlight
Join us for a short kid's Christmas and cookies to share!

program, refreshments will be

provided Sign up at the Welcome Center — See

CHRISTMAS EVE Sandy Neff for more information.

CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

72/24 at5&7FPM MEN'S BIBLE & BILLIARDS
Sign up at the Welcome Center to AT THE HOME OF LEO PROPPE

volunteer. 1/30 AT 6:30 PM
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME CENTER
MEETING

% at Noon

WAYS TO GIVE

Online at FriendshipCommunity.org

Lunch provided for those that attend
the meeting. Only one service on
Sunday at 10 AM — Saturday Service Text FCCDOVER to 1-888-364-GIVE (4483)

remains the same. During the service via the box located at back
of the sanctuary

Or by mail 3380 Fox Run Road
Dover, PA 17315

Giving Update

Weekly Expenses

Received Last Week: $10,921
Received YTD: $555,378
Building Fund

Received Last Week: $3,211
Received YTD: $149,680
Missions Fund

Received Last Week: $160
Received YTD: $12,721
Attendance (combined services)

Last week: 338
Average Attendance: 293

Prayer lists and monthly birthday lists are available outside the church office.




THE ADVENT OF THE KING - The Time is Near
Pastor Logan Ames

1 Corinthians 11:26 (NIV) - "For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes”.

Malachi 3:1-3a (NIV) — "I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to His temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come', says the Lord Almighty. But who can endure the
day of His coming? Who can stand when He appears? For He will be like a refiner's fire
or a launderer's soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the
Levites and refine them like gold and silver".

"If any of you, my hearers, are seeking the Lord at this time, | want you to understand
what it means: you are seeking a fire which will test you, and consume much which has
been dear to you. We are not to expect Christ to come and save us in our sins,

He will come and save us from our sins; therefore, if you are enabled by faith to take
Christ as Savior, remember that you take Him as the purger and the purifier,
for it is from sin that He saved us”

— Charles Spurgeon

Malachi 4:1-3 (NIV) - "Surely the day is coming: it will burn like a furnace. All the
arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on
fire", says the Lord Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. But for you
who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you
will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. Then you will trample on the wicked; they will be

ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when | act”, says the Lord Almighty.

"Like most Old Testament prophets, Malachi, in his picture of the coming Christ,

mingled the two advents”
- Robert Alden

Malachi 4:4-6 (NIV) - "Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws |
gave him at Horeb for all Israel. See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before that
great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to
their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else | will come and

strike the land with total destruction”.

"We never need to despair when God seems silent,

because what He has already said is rich enough — if we will only remember”
— David Guzik

Luke 1:16-17 (NIV) — "He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous —
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord".

Luke 2:4-7 (NIV) — "So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in
a manger, because there was no guest room available for them".

Matthew 3:1-3 (NIV) - In those days, John the Baptist came, preaching in the
wilderness of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near”.
This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the
wilderness, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for Him™.

“repent"” = Greek metanoeo - “to change one's mind afterwards”

Matthew 3:11-12 (NIV) — "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one
who is more powerful than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing
floor, gathering His wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire".

"John the Baptist is sadly needed today. Much of what we call Christianity is but
Christianized heathenism; we need that John the Baptist should come with his stern
words about the axe, the winnowing fan, and the fire. Nothing less will avail to prepare

the way for a new coming of Christ”
- F.B. Meyer

Revelation 1:1-3 (NIV) — "The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show
His servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending His angel to His
servant John, who testifies to everything he saw — that is, the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it,
because the time is near".

Bottom Line — Key Points

1. The time drawing near can be a blessing or a curse, depending on your level of

preparedness for it.
2. Calling people to repentance is an act of love, as it gives them a chance at

eternal life.
3. While we wait for the words of Revelation to be fulfilled, we must live with the

urgency that it will soon take place.



