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2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) — “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as
though God were making His appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God”.

“ambassadors” = Greek presbuteros — “elder, ambassador, established
statesman”

“puts into practice” = Greek poieo, from poiema — “workmanship,
handiwork, masterpiece”

Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV) — “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on
the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and
beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on
the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against
that house, and it fell with a great crash”.

James 1:22-24 (NIV) — “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive

yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not
do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like”.

Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV) — “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in
your name perform many miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly, ‘I never
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”

“At last, when Judas betrayed Christ in the night, Nicodemus faithfully
professed Him in the day” — John Trapp

John 12:4-6 (NIV) — But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later
to betray Him, objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money
given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages”. He did not say this
because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of
the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
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John 19:38-40 (NIV) — “Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the
body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because
he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took
the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier
had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with
Jewish burial customs”.

John 3:19-21 (NIV) — “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world,
but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for
fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes
into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has
been done in the sight of God”.

Isaiah 43:1-2a (NIV) — But now, this is what the Lord says — He who
created you, Jacob, He who formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for | have
redeemed you; | have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you
pass through the waters, | will be with you; and when you pass through the
rivers, they will not sweep over you”.

“For you will certainly carry out God’s purpose, however you act, but it
makes a difference to you whether you serve like Judas or like John” — C.S.
Lewis

James 1:2-4 (NIV) — “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing
of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything”.
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