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ROMANS’ ROAD – Godly Submission 

May 4-5, 2024 

Roman 13:1-3 (NIV) – “Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  

The authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, 

whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  For 

rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do 

you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?  Then do what is right 

and you will be commended”.   

“Your Savior suffered under Pontius Pilate, one of the worst Roman 

governors Judea ever had; and Paul under Nero, the worst Roman 

Emperor.  And neither our Lord nor His apostle denied or reviled the 

‘authority’” – William Newell 

Romans 13:1-3 (KJV) – “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  

For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.  

Whosoever therefore resists the power, resists the ordinance of God, and 

they who resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  For rulers are not a 

terror to good works, but to the evil.  Will you then not be afraid of the 

power?  Do that which is good, and you shall have praise of the same”. 

Romans 13:1-3 (MSG) – “Be a good citizen.  All governments are under 

God.  Insofar as there is peace and order, it’s God’s order.  So live 

responsibly as a citizen.  If you’re irresponsible to the state, then you’re 

irresponsible with God, and God will hold you responsible.  Duly constituted 

authorities are only a threat if you’re trying to get by with something.  

Decent citizens should have nothing to fear.  Do you want to be on good 

terms with the government?  Be a responsible citizen and you’ll get on just 

fine, the government working to your advantage”. 

“be subject to” = Greek hupotasso – “to place or rank under; be in 

submission to” 
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Romans 13:4-7 (NIV) – “For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 

good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 

reason.  They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on 

the wrongdoer.  Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not 

only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.  

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who 

give their full time to governing.  Give to everyone what you owe them: If 

you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then 

respect; if honor, then honor”. 

Judges 21:24-25 (NIV) – “At that time, the Israelites left that place and 

went home to their tribes and clans, each to his own inheritance.  In those 

days, Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit”.   

Judges 21:23 (NIV) – “So that is what the Benjamites did.  While the 

young women were dancing, each man caught one and carried her off to 

be his wife.  Then they returned to their inheritance and rebuilt the towns 

and settled in them”. 

Matthew 22:21 (NIV) - “Caesar’s”, they replied.  Then He said to them, “So 

give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s”. 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 (NIV) – “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 

intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people – for kings and all 

those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 

and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all 

people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth”.   

“Prayer is not a spare wheel that one pulls out when in trouble; it’s a 

steering wheel that keeps us on the right path through the curves of life” – 

Dr. Shermaine Sanders       

Jeremiah 29:7-9 (NIV) – “Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to 

which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper”.  Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the 

God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you 

deceive you.  Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.  

They are prophesying lies to you in my name.  I have not sent them”, 

declares the Lord.   
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Romans 13:8-10 (NIV) – “Let no debt remain outstanding except the 

continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled 

the law.  The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery’, ‘You shall 

not commit murder’, ‘You shall not steal’, ‘You shall not covet’, and 

whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one 

command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’.  Love does no harm to a 

neighbor.  Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law”. 

“Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend” – 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Romans 13:11-14 (NIV) – “And do this, understanding the present time: 

The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because 

our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly 

over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and 

put on the armor of light.  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in 

carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not 

in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh”.                            

                

               

         

                                                                   

     


