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1 John 3:1-3 (NIV) – “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!  The 

reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.  Dear 

friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 

made known.  But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, 

for we shall see Him as He is.  All who have this hope in Him purify 

themselves, just as He is pure”. 

Deuteronomy 32:9-11 (NIV) – “For the Lord’s portion is His people, Jacob 

His allotted inheritance.  In the desert land He found him, in a barren and 

howling waste.  He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the 

apple of His eye, like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its 

young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them aloft”.   

John 1:9-14 (NIV) – “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming 

into the world.  He was in the world, and though the world was made 

through Him, the world did not recognize Him.  He came to that which was 

His own, but His own did not receive Him.  Yet to all who did receive Him, 

He gave the right to become children of God – children born not of natural 

descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  The 

Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth”.  

“How many kings step down from their thrones, how many lords have 

abandoned their homes?  How many greats have become the least for me?  

And how many gods have poured out their hearts, to romance a world that 

is torn all apart?  How many fathers gave up their sons for me?” – How 

Many Kings, Downhere    

John 1:15-18 (NIV) – (John testified concerning Him.  He cried out, saying, 

“This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has 

surpassed me because He was before me’”).  Out of His fullness we have 

all received grace in place of grace already given.  For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has 

ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is Himself God and is in 

closest relationship with the Father, has made Him known. 
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Luke 15:11-16 (NIV) – Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two 

sons.  The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 

estate’.  So he divided his property between them.  Not long after that, the 

younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 

squandered his wealth in wild living.  After he had spent everything, there 

was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  So 

he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the 

pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything”.   

Luke 15:17-20 (NIV) – “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many 

of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to 

death!  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; make me like one of your hired servants’.  So he got up and went 

to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 

around him and kissed him”.  

Luke 15:22-24a (NIV) – “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick!  Bring 

the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 

feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  

For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found’”.                             

                          

         

 


