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Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV) – Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  When they saw Him, they worshiped 

Him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 

surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age”. 

Acts 12:24-25 (AMP) – “But the word of the Lord [the good news about salvation 

through Christ] continued to grow and spread [increasing in effectiveness].  

Barnabas and Saul came back from Jerusalem when they had completed their 

mission, bringing with them John, who was also called Mark”. 

Acts 13:1-3 (AMP) – “Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets [who 

spoke a new message of God to the people] and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who 

was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod 

[Antipas] the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were serving the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul (Paul) for the work to which I 

have called them’.  Then after fasting and praying, they laid their hands on them 

[in approval and dedication] and sent them away [on their first journey]”. 

“serving” = Greek leitourgeo – “to be a public servant; to perform religious or 

charitable functions (revering God while serving man)” 

Luke 23:26 (NIV) – “As the soldiers led Him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, 

who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him 

carry it behind Jesus”. 

 “I do not for a moment imagine that the assembly heard a voice.  That is the 

mistake we too often make.  We try to force ourselves into ecstasies in order to 

hear the voice, then we imagine we hear it!” – G. Campbell Morgan 
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Isaiah 6:5-8 (NIV) – “Woe to me!” I cried.  “I am ruined!  For I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord Almighty”.  Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in 

his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it, he touched my 

mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your 

sin atoned for”.  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  

And who will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I.  Send me!” 

“God will never do anything with us until He has first of all undone us” – Charles 

Spurgeon  

Acts 13:4-7 (AMP) – “So then, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down 

to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.  When Barnabas and Saul 

arrived at Salamis, they began to preach the word of God [proclaiming the 

message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ] in the synagogues of the 

Jews; and they also had John [Mark] as their assistant.  When they had traveled 

through the entire island [of Cyprus] as far as Paphos, they found a sorcerer, a 

Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was [closely associated] with the 

proconsul [of the province], Sergius Paulus, an intelligent and sensible man.  He 

called for Barnabas and Saul and wanted to hear the word of God [concerning 

eternal salvation through faith in Christ]”. 

Acts 13:13 (AMP) – “Now Paul and his companions sailed from Paphos and came 

to Perga in Pamphylia; but John [Mark] left them and went back to Jerusalem”. 
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Acts 13:44-48 (AMP) – On the next Sabbath, almost the entire city gathered 

together to hear the word of the Lord [about salvation through faith in Christ].  

But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began 

contradicting the things said by Paul, and were slandering him.  And [at the same 

time] Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and confidently, saying, “It was 

necessary that God’s message [of salvation through faith in Christ] be spoken to 

you [Jews] first.  Since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal 

life, now we turn to the Gentiles.  For that is what the Lord has commanded us, 

saying: ‘I have placed you as a light for the Gentiles, so that you may bring [a 

message of eternal] salvation to the end of the earth’”.  When the Gentiles heard 

this, they began rejoicing and glorifying [praising and giving thanks for] the word 

of the Lord; and all those who had been appointed (designated, ordained) to 

eternal life [by God] believed [in Jesus as the Christ and their Savior]. 

Acts 13:49-52 (AMP) – “And so the word of the Lord [regarding salvation] was 

being spread through the entire region.  But the Jews incited the devout, 

prominent women and leading men of the city, and instigated persecution against 

Paul and Barnabas, and drove them forcibly out of their district.  But they shook 

its dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium.  And the 

disciples were continually filled [throughout their hearts and souls] with joy and 

with the Holy Spirit”. 

Titus 3:9-11 (NIV) – “But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 

arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and 

useless.  Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time.  After 

that, have nothing to do with them.  You may be sure that such people are 

warped and sinful; they are self-condemned”.                                                                 
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