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Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV) – “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the 

gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 

through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and 

only a few find it”. 

 

Hebrews 10:23-25 (NIV) – “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may 

spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – 

and all the more as you see the Day approaching”.  

  

“Many believe one can be a ‘good Christian’ without joining, or even 

attending, a local church, but God would strongly disagree…the Bible 

knows nothing of solitary saints or spiritual hermits isolated from other 

believers and deprived of fellowship” – Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven 

Life        

  

Romans 12:2 (NIV) – “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test 

and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will”.  

  

“There are only two ways – the broad and the narrow.  Along one or the 

other of these has every mortal pilgrim gone.  By one or the other of these 

is every living man traveling now” – Alexander Raleigh 
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Matthew 7:13-14 (MSG) – “Don’t look for shortcuts to God.  The market is 

flooded with surefire, easygoing formulas for a successful life that can be 

practiced in your spare time.  Don’t fall for that stuff, even though crowds of 

people do.  The way to life – to God! – is vigorous and requires total 

attention”.  

 

John 10:7-10 (NIV) – Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I 

am the gate for the sheep.  All who have come before me are thieves and 

robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.  I am the gate; whoever 

enters through me will be saved.  They will come in and go out and find 

pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 

that they may have life, and have it to the full”.   

 

Matthew 7:15-20 (NIV) – “Watch out for false prophets.  They come to you 

in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  By their fruit 

you will recognize them.  Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs 

from thistles?  Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot 

bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.  Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them”. 

 

Revelation 13:3b-4 (NIV) – “The whole world was filled with wonder and 

followed the beast.  People worshiped the dragon because he had given 

authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, ‘Who 

is like the beast?  Who can wage war against it?’” 
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1 John 4:1-3 (NIV) – “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the 

spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 

have gone out into the world.  This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 

God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 

is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 

God.  This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming 

and even now is already in the world”. 

 

“prophet” = Greek prophetes – “an interpreter or forth teller of the divine 

will” 

 

2 Timothy 4:2-5 (NIV) – “Preach the word; be prepared in season and out 

of season; correct, rebuke, and encourage – with great patience and 

careful instruction.  For the time will come when people will not put up with 

sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around 

them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to 

hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of 

an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry”. 

   

Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV) – “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 

we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in 

your name perform many miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 

knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!’”  
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“What is the chief object of your life?  Will you think as much of it ‘in that 

day’ as you do now?  Will you then count yourself wise to have so earnestly 

pursued it?  You fancy that you can defend it now, but will you be able to 

defend it then, when all things of earth and time will have melted into 

nothingness?” – Charles Spurgeon              

  


