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James 1:1-4 (NIV) – “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.  

Consider it pure joy, my  brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 

and complete, not lacking anything”.   

 

James 1:1-4 (MSG) – “I, James, am a slave of God and the Master Jesus, 

writing to the twelve tribes scattered to Kingdom Come: Hello!  Consider it 

a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides.  

You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and 

shows its true colors.  So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely.  Let it 

do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any 

way”.   

 

“Here the men lost all patience, and complained of the length of the 

voyage, but the Admiral encouraged them in the best manner he could, 

representing the profits they were about to acquire, and adding that it was 

to no purpose to complain, having come so far, they had nothing to do but 

continue on to the Indies, till with the help of our Lord, they should arrive 

there” – Christopher Columbus 

 

James 1:5-6 (MSG) – “If you don’t know what you’re doing, pray to the 

Father.  He loves to help.  You’ll get His help, and won’t be condescended 

to when you ask for it.  Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought.  

People who ‘worry their prayers’ are like wind-whipped waves”.   

 

2 Chronicles 20:3 (NIV) – “Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of 

the Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all of Judah”.   
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2 Chronicles 19:2-3 (NIV) – Jehu the seer, the son of Hanani, went out to 

meet him and said to the king, “Should you help the wicked and love those 

who hate the Lord?  Because of this, the wrath of the Lord is on you.  There 

is, however, some good in you, for you have rid the land of the Asherah 

poles and have set your heart on seeking God”.   

 

2 Chronicles 20:6 (NIV) – “Lord, the God of our ancestors, are you not the 

God who is in heaven?  You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations.  

Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you”.   

 

2 Chronicles 20:10-12 (NIV) – “But now here are men from Ammon, 

Moab, and Mount Seir, whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade 

when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not 

destroy them.  See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of 

the possession you gave us as an inheritance.  Our God, will you not judge 

them?  For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us.  

We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you”. 

 

“I like to plunge my hand into the promises, and then I find myself able to 

grasp with a grip of determination the mighty faithfulness of God.  An 

omnipotent plea with God is: ‘Do as thou hast said’” – Charles Spurgeon 

 

Matthew 8:23-26 (NIV) – “Then He got into the boat and His disciples 

followed Him.  Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the 

waves swept over the boat.  But Jesus was sleeping.  The disciples went 

and woke Him, saying, ‘Lord, save us!  We’re going to drown!’  He replied, 

‘You of little faith, why are you so afraid?’  Then He got up and rebuked the 

winds and the waves, and it was completely calm”.   
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Matthew 8:18 (NIV) – “When Jesus saw the crowd around Him, He gave 

orders to cross to the other side of the lake”.   

 

 

    

                        

              

    

                   

 

 

 

 


