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Romans 12:1 (NIV) – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view 

of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 

to God – this is your true and proper worship”. 

 

“An old friend told me when I first started my career, ‘Always remember, the 

number of people who attend your funeral will be largely dependent on the 

weather’” – Vince Gill  

 

Matthew 26:6-9 (NIV) – While Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon 

the Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive 

perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.  

When the disciples saw this, they were indignant.  “Why this waste?” they 

asked.  “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money 

given to the poor”.   

 

Isaiah 40:8 (NIV) – “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of 

our God endures forever”.   

 

“Is anything wasted which is all for Jesus?  It might rather seem as if all 

would be wasted which was not given to Him” – Charles Spurgeon 

 

Matthew 26:10-13 (NIV) - Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you 

bothering this woman?  She has done a beautiful thing to me.  The poor 

you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.  When she 

poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.  Truly I 

tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she 

has done will also be told, in memory of her”.  

 

“Mary’s name now smells as sweet in all God’s house as ever her ointment 

did; when Judas’ name rots, and shall do to all posterity” – John Trapp 
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Hebrews 11:32-34 (NIV) – “And what more shall I say?  I do not have time 

to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and 

Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths 

of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 

sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful 

in battle and routed foreign armies”.   

 

Esther 1:10-12 (NIV) - “On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high 

spirits from wine, he commanded the seven eunuchs who served him – 

Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Karkas – to bring 

before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display her 

beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at.  But when 

the attendants delivered the king’s command, Queen Vashti refused to 

come.  Then the king became furious and burned with anger”.  

 

Esther 2:5-7 (NIV) - “Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the 

tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son 

of Kish, who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive with 

Jehoiachin king of Judah.  Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom 

he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother.  This young 

woman, who was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was 

beautiful.  Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father 

and mother died”.  

 

Esther 2:10-11 (NIV) – “Esther had not revealed her nationality and family 

background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.  Every day he 

walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how 

Esther was and what was happening to her”.  
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Esther 2:21-23 (NIV) – “During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s 

gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the 

doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes.  But 

Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn 

reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai.  And when the report was 

investigated and found to be true, the two officials were impaled on poles.  

All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king”.  

 

Esther 3:1-2 (NIV) - “After these events, King Xerxes honored Hama son 

of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor 

higher than that of all the other nobles.  All the royal officials at the king’s 

gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded 

this concerning him.  But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him 

honor”.  

 

1 Samuel 15:8-9a (NIV) – “He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and 

all his people he totally destroyed with the sword.  But Saul and the army 

spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs 

– everything that was good”. 

 

Esther 4:11 (NIV) – “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal 

provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the 

inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be 

put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares 

their lives.  But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the 

king”. 
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Esther 4:13-14 (NIV) - “Do not think that because you are in the king’s 

house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this 

time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 

you and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows but that you have 

come to your royal position for such a time as this?” 

 

“Look, I know this is scary.  Yes, I know you might die.  But we’ve got to 

think bigger than even that.  God’s people are about to perish and you’re 

the one in position to do something about it.  Refuse fear; take courage; 

trust the One who put you there for such a time as this!” – Esther 4:13-14 

paraphrased     

 

Esther 4:16 (NIV) – “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and 

fast for me.  Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.  I and my 

attendants will fast as you do.  When this is done, I will go to the king, even 

though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish”.  

  

Esther 9:23-28 (NIV) –  So the Jews agreed to continue the 

celebration they had begun, doing what Mordecai had written to 

them.  For Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of 

all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them and 

had cast the pur (that is, the lot) for their ruin and destruction.  But 

when the plot came to the king’s attention,[a] he issued written 

orders that the evil scheme Haman had devised against the Jews 

should come back onto his own head, and that he and his sons 

should be impaled on poles.  (Therefore these days were called 

Purim, from the word pur.) Because of everything written in this 

letter and because of what they had seen and what had 

happened to them,  the Jews took it on themselves to establish 

the custom that they and their descendants and all who join them 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+9%3A23-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12860a
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should without fail observe these two days every year, in the way 

prescribed and at the time appointed.  These days should be 

remembered and observed in every generation by every family, 

and in every province and in every city. And these days of Purim 

should never fail to be celebrated by the Jews—nor should the 

memory of these days die out among their descendants. 


