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Hebrews 12:7-11 (NIV) – “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating 

you as His children.  For what children are not disciplined by their father?  If 

you are not disciplined – and everyone undergoes discipline – then you are 

not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all.  Moreover, we have all 

had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it.  How 

much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live!  They 

disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us 

for our good, in order that we may share in His holiness.  No discipline 

seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a 

harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it”.  

  

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) – “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 

though God were making His appeal through us.  We implore you on 

Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God”.   

 

Romans 12:1 (NIV) – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view 

of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 

to God – this is your true and proper worship”.   

 

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) – “You see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare 

to die.  But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us”.   

 

Matthew 10:32-33 (NIV) – “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will 

also acknowledge before my Father in heaven.  But whoever disowns me 

before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 
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“People say I’m strange, does it make me a stranger that my best friend 

was born in a manger?  What will people think when they hear that I’m a 

Jesus freak?  What will people do when they find that it’s true?  I don’t 

really care if they label me a Jesus freak; there ain’t no disguisin’ the truth!” 

– DC Talk, Jesus Freak   

 

“The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians who 

acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and deny Him by 

their lifestyle.  That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable” 

– Brennan Manning 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV) – “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of 

Him who called you out of the darkness into His wonderful light.  Once you 

were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy”.   

 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NIV) – “For Christ’s love compels us, because we 

are convinced that One died for all, and therefore all died.  And He died for 

all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who 

died for them and was raised again”.   
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2 Corinthians 5:16-19 (NIV) – “So from now on we regard no one from a 

worldly point of view.  Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do 

so no longer.  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 

The old has gone, the new is here!  All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that 

God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting people’s 

sins against them.  And He has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation”. 

“Sometimes you gotta do what you gotta do while you’re waiting to do what 

you were born to do” – Kurt Warner 

 

Matthew 25:34-40 (NIV) – Then the King will say to those on His right, 

“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry 

and you have me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 

clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me”.  Then the righteous will answer Him, 

“Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 

needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison 

and go to visit you?”  The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me”. 
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