A Humble Vessel
March 29, 2020

Philippians 2:6-8 (NIV) — “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death — even death on a cross!”

Philippians 2:3 (NIV) — “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility, value others above yourselves”.

John 15:13 (NIV) — “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends”.

“The Bible is not God’s resume. He is not applying for the job of ‘Sovereign
Ruler in your world’. The Scriptures are His notice to you that He already

is”. Hikmat Hanna

Lamentations 3:37-39 (NIV) — “Who can speak and have it happen if the
Lord has not decreed it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both
calamities and good things come? Why should the living complain when
punished for their sins?”

“‘Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for all this
accumulation of navies and armies? No sir, she has none. They are
meant for us; they can be meant for no other”. Patrick Henry

“The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will
bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in
the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What
would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at
the price of chains or slavery? Forbid it, AlImighty God! | know not what
course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!”
Patrick Henry
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Esther 2:1-4 (NIV) Later when King Xerxes’ fury had subsided, he
remembered Vashti and what she had done and what he had decreed
about her. 2 Then the king’s personal attendants proposed, “Let a search be
made for beautiful young virgins for the king. 3 Let the king appoint
commissioners in every province of his realm to bring all these beautiful
young women into the harem at the citadel of Susa. Let them be placed
under the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women;
and let beauty treatments be given to them. 4 Then let the young woman
who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This advice appealed to
the king, and he followed it.

Esther2:5-7 (NIV) ® Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe
of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimeli, the son of
Kish, ®who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin® king of
Judah. “Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought
up because she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who
was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai
had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.

Esther 2:12-14 (NIV) 2 Before a young woman'’s turn came to go in to King
Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months of beauty treatments
prescribed for the women, six months with oil of myrrh and six with
perfumes and cosmetics. 3 And this is how she would go to the king:
Anything she wanted was given her to take with her from the harem to the
king’s palace. **In the evening she would go there and in the morning
return to another part of the harem to the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s
eunuch who was in charge of the concubines. She would not return to the
king unless he was pleased with her and summoned her by name.
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Esther 2:15-17 (NIV) > When the turn came for Esther (the young woman
Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go to the king,
she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in
charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favor of everyone
who saw her. ¢ She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in the
tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. " Now
the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and
she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he
set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

Esther 4:9-11 (NIV) ° Hathak went back and reported to Esther what
Mordecai had said. 1° Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, ! “All the
king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man
or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the
king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days
have passed since | was called to go to the king.”

Esther 4:12-17 (NIV) 2When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai,
13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s
house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 4 For if you remain silent at
this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place,
but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” > Then Esther
sent this reply to Mordecai: 1° “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in
Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and
my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, | will go to the king,
even though it is against the law. And if | perish, | perish.” 1" So Mordecai
went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.
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Esther 5:1-3 (NIV) t On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and
stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king
was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. 2When he
saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held
out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and
touched the tip of the scepter. 3 Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen
Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given

”

you.

Esther 8:1-8 (NIV) 8 That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the
estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came into the
presence of the king, for Esther had told how he was related to her. > The
king took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and
presented it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed him over Haman’s estate.

3 Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She
begged him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he
had devised against the Jews. 4 Then the king extended the gold scepter to
Esther and she arose and stood before him. °“If it pleases the king,” she
said, “and if he regards me with favor and thinks it the right thing to do, and
if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the dispatches
that Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy
the Jews in all the king’s provinces. ® For how can | bear to see disaster fall
on my people? How can | bear to see the destruction of my family?” 7 King
Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman
attacked the Jews, | have given his estate to Esther, and they have impaled
him on the pole he set up. 8 Now write another decree in the king’s name in
behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king’s signet
ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring
can be revoked.

Esther 8:11 (NIV) ! The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right
to assemble and protect themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate the
armed men of any nationality or province who might attack them and their
women and children, and to plunder the property of their enemies.
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Esther 8:16-17 ' For the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy,
gladness and honor. 1 In every province and in every city to which the edict
of the king came, there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with
feasting and celebrating. And many people of other nationalities became
Jews because fear of the Jews had seized them.
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