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Ephesians 1:4-8a (NIV) – “For He chose us in Him before the creation of 

the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.  In love He predestined us 

for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His 

pleasure and will – to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely 

given us in the One He loves.  In Him, we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 

that He lavished on us”.   

 

Psalm 127:3-5a (NIV) – “Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a 

reward from Him.  Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in 

one’s youth.  Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them”. 

  

 “He gives children, not as a penalty nor as a burden, but as a favor.  They 

are a token for good if men know how to receive them, and educate them.  

They are ‘doubtful blessings’ only because we are doubtful persons” – 

Charles Spurgeon 

 

Jeremiah 1:4-5 (NIV) – The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I 

formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I 

appointed you as a prophet to the nations”.   

 

Psalm 139:13-16 (NKJV) – “For You formed my inward parts; You covered 

me in my mother’s womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very 

well.  My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and 

skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.  Your eyes saw my 

substance, being yet unformed.  And in Your book they all were written, the 

days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them”. 

 

Hebrew shema - “to hear; to focus on; to pay attention to”  
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Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (NIV) - “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to 

be on your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when 

you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 

when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 

your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 

gates”.  

 

“impress” = Hebrew shaman - “to whet, sharpen, or teach diligently” 

 

“As a parent, you’re not dealing just with bad behavior, but a condition that 

causes bad behavior” – Paul David Tripp   

 

Ephesians 6:4 (AMP) – “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger 

[do not exasperate them to the point of resentment with demands that are 

trivial or unreasonable or humiliating or abusive; nor by showing favoritism 

or indifference to any of them], but bring them up [tenderly, with loving 

kindness] in the discipline and instruction of the Lord”. 

 

1 Samuel 1:27-28a (NIV) – “I prayed for this child, and the Lord has 

granted me what I asked of Him.  So now I give him to the Lord.  For his 

whole life, he will be given over to the Lord”. 

 


