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Galatians 5:7-9 (MSG) – “You were running superbly!  Who cut in on you, 

deflecting you from the true course of obedience?  This detour doesn’t 

come from the One who called you into the race in the first place.  And 

please don’t toss this off as insignificant.  It only takes a minute amount of 

yeast, you know, to permeate an entire loaf of bread”.   

Genesis 2:15-17 (NIV) – The Lord God took the man and put him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  And the Lord God 

commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but 

you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat from it you will certainly die”.   

Genesis 3:1b-7 (NIV) – He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You 

must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, 

“We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must 

not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must 

not touch it, or you will die’”.  “You will not certainly die”, the serpent said to 

the woman.  “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil”.  When the 

woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 

eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She 

also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  Then the 

eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so 

they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.   

Ecclesiastes 9:17-18 (NIV) – “The quiet words of the wise are more to be 

heeded than the shouts of a ruler of fools.  Wisdom is better than weapons 

of war, but one sinner destroys much good”. 

Ecclesiastes 10:1 (NIV) – “As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a 

little folly outweighs wisdom and honor”. 

“There are endless instances of prizes forfeited and good beginning marred 

in a single reckless moment – not only by the irresponsible, such as Esau, 

but by the sorely tried, such as Moses and Aaron” – Derek Kidner 
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Ecclesiastes 10:2-4 (NIV) – “The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but 

the heart of the fool to the left.  Even as fools walk along the road, they lack 

sense and show everyone how stupid they are.  If a ruler’s anger rises 

against you, do not leave your post; calmness can lay great offenses to 

rest”. 

Ecclesiastes 10:5-7 (NIV) – “There is an evil I have seen under the sun, 

the sort of error that arises from a ruler: Fools are put in many high 

positions, while the rich occupy the low ones.  I have seen slaves on 

horseback, while princes go on foot like slaves”. 

Psalm 14:1-2 (NIV) – “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God’.  They 

are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good.  The Lord 

looks down from heaven on all mankind to see if there are any who 

understand, any who seek God”.   

Ecclesiastes 10:8-15 (NIV) – “Whoever digs a pit may fall into it; whoever 

breaks through a wall may be bitten by a snake.  Whoever quarries stones 

may be injured by them; whoever splits logs may be endangered by them.  

If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is needed, but 

skill will bring success.  If a snake bites before it is charmed, the charmer 

receives no fee.  Words from the mouth of the wise are gracious, but fools 

are consumed by their own lips.  At the beginning their words are folly; at 

the end they are wicked madness – and fools multiply words.  No one 

knows what is coming – who can tell someone else what will happen after 

them?  The toil of fools wearies them; they do not know the way to town”. 

Acts 17:22-23 (NIV) – Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus 

and said: “People of Athens!  I see that in every way you are very religious.  

For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I 

even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.  So you 

are ignorant of the very thing you worship – and this is what I am going to 

proclaim to you”. 

Ecclesiastes 10:20 (NIV) – “Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, 

or curse the rich in your bedroom, because a bird in the sky may carry your 

words, and a bird on the wing may report what you say”. 
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“A little knowledge of God is worth more than a great deal of knowledge 

about Him” – J.I. Packer 

 

                                                                   

     


