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Isaiah 51:11 (NIV) – “Those the Lord has rescued will return.  They will 

enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads.  Gladness 

and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away”.  

“Joy, in other words, is the response and the reaction of the soul to a 

knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ” – Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

James 1:1-4 (NIV) – “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Consider it pure 

joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  

Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, 

not lacking anything”. 

2 Corinthians 7:4b (NIV) - “I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles my 

joy knows no bounds”. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NIV) – “Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all.  So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 

but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen 

is eternal”.   

Psalm 30:1-3 (NIV) – “I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the 

depths and did not let my enemies gloat over me.  Lord my God, I called to 

you for help, and you healed me.  You, Lord, brought me up from the realm 

of the dead; you spared me from going down to the pit”.  

Psalm 30:4-5 (NIV) – “Sing the praises of the Lord, you His faithful people; 

praise His holy name.  For His anger lasts only a moment, but His favor 

lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the 

morning”.  

Nehemiah 8:9-12 (NIV) – Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest 

and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people 

said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God.  Do not mourn or 

weep”.  For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words 

of the Law.  Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, 
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and send some to those who have nothing prepared.  This day is holy to 

our Lord.  Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength”.  The 

Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day.  Do not 

grieve”.  Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of 

food and to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the 

words that had been made known to them. 

Psalm 30:11-12 (NIV) – “You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed 

my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing your praises 

and not be silent.  Lord my God, I will praise you forever”. 

Luke 1:26-30 (NIV) – In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God 

sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to 

be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.  The virgin’s 

name was Mary.  The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 

highly favored!  The Lord is with you”.  Mary was greatly troubled at his 

words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  But the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.” 

Luke 1:42-45 (NIV) – In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  But why am I so 

favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  As soon as the 

sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 

joy.  Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill His 

promises to her!” 

“Joy is that inward peace and sufficiency that is not affected by outward 

circumstances” – Warren Wiersbe 

“Believers are not dependent upon circumstances.  Their joy comes not 

from what they have, but from what they are, not from where they are, but 

from whose they are, not from what they enjoy, but from that which was 

suffered for them by their Lord” – Charles Spurgeon 

Luke 1:46-49 (NIV) – And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my 

spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has been mindful of the humble 

state of His servant.  From now on, all generations will call me blessed – for 

the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is His name”.                         


