September 6 & 7% 2025

WELCOME

'Restoring lives and developing committed
disciples of Jesus Christ”

Lead Pastor: Logan Ames
Associate Pastor: Benny Sorbello

SATURDAY SERVICE // 6 PM
SUNDAY SERVICES // 9 AM & 10:45 AM

CHILDREN BIRTH TO 3 YEARS

Nursery care during the entire service

CHILDREN PRE-K TO 6™ GRADE

Kids Church during the sermon
Children should be picked up in their classrooms following the service

TEENS GRADES 7™ T0O 12™

Stay in for the whole service

FRIENDSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH

3380 FOX RUN ROAD // DOVER, PA 17315
PHONE: (717)779-0400
WEB: FRIENDSHIPCOMMUNITY.ORG

BLOOD DRIVE
99@1PM-6FPM

Sign up online via the American Red
Cross website

CHURCH RETREAT @
CAMP YOLIJWA
9/12-9/14

Sign up at the Welcome Center
Payment is now due!

LADIES LUNCH PICNIC
921 @ 1230 PM

At the home of Pam Westerhold.
Sign up at the Welcome Center.

LADIES DECOUPAGE CRAFT NIGHT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26™ AT 6:30 PM

We'll provide multiple decoupage design
options—just bring your creativity.
$5.00 donation helps cover materials.
Sign up at the Welcome Center!

Got questions?

Reach out to Jodi Contreras at 717-781-9830.

MEN'S BREAKFAST 9/20 AT 8 AM
SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME CENTER

LADIES LUNCH 10/19 AFTER 2"° SERVICE

MEN'S BIBLE & BILLIARDS 9/26 AT 6:30 PM
SIGN UP AT THE WELCOME CENTER

THERE WILL BE ONLY ONE
SERVICE THE WEEKEND OF
SEPTEMBER 13-14.

JOIN US ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 14 AT 10:00 AM
FOR A COMBINED SERVICE!

WAYS TO GIVE
Online at FriendshipCommunity.org
Text FCCGive to 1-888-364-GIVE (4483)

During the service via the box located at back
of the sanctuary

Or by mail 3380 Fox Run Road
Dover, PA 17315

Giving Update

Weekly Expenses

Received Last Week: $8,236

Received YTD: $401,516

Building Fund

Received Last Week: $2,906

Received YTD: $101,638

Missions Fund

Received Last Week: $240

Received YTD: $9,684

Attendance (combined services)

Last week: 277

Average Attendance: 287
Prayer lists and monthly birthday lists are available outside the church office.




AMPLIFIED—Growing Pains
Pastor Logan Ames

Acts 6:1-2 (AMP) - "Now about this time, when the number of disciples was increasing,
a complaint was made by the Hellenists (Greek-speaking Jews) against the [native]
Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. So the
Twelve called the disciples together and said, It is not appropriate for us to neglect
[teaching] the word of God in order to serve tables and manage the distribution of food™.

Proverbs 16:28 (NIV) - "A perverse person stirs up conflict,
and a gossip separates close friends".

Matthew 28:18-20a (NIV) — Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you".

Acts 6:3-4 (AMP) — "Therefore, brothers, choose from among you seven men with good
reputations [men of godly character and moral integrity], full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. But we will [continue to] devote

ourselves [steadfastly] to prayer and to the ministry of the word".

"A desire to preach without a burden to study is a desire to perform”
— H.B. Charles

"ministry" = Greek diakonia - "service, ministry, mission"; origin of "deacon”

Exodus 18:13-16 (NIV) — "The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the

people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. When his father-in-law saw |

all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, 'What is this you are doing for the
people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from
morning till evening?’ Moses answered him, ‘Because the people come to me to seek
God's will. Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and | decide between the
parties and inform them of God's decrees and instructions™.

Exodus 18:17-22 (NIV) — Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are doing is not good.
You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too
heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. Listen now to me and | will give you some
advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people's representative before God
and bring their disputes to Him. Teach them His decrees and instructions,
and show them the way they are to live and how they are to behave. But select capable
men from all the people — men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain
- and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.
Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult
case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load
lighter, because they will share it with you".

Acts 6:5-7 (AMP) - "The suggestion pleased the whole congregation; and they selected Stephen,
a man full of faith [in Christ Jesus], and [filled with and led by] the Holy Spirit, and Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas (Nikolas), a proselyte (Gentile convert) from
Antioch. They brought these men before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on
them [to dedicate and commission them for this service]. And the message of God kept growing
and spreading, and the number of disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem; ‘
and a large number of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith [accepting Jesus as
Messiah and acknowledging Him as the Source of eternal salvation]”.

Acts 6:8-11 (AMP) - "Now Stephen, full of grace (divine blessing, favor) and power,
was doing great wonders and signs (attesting miracles) among the people.
However, some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (freed Jewish
slaves), both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and [the province of] Asia,
rose up and questioned and argued with Stephen. But they were not able to successfully
withstand and cope with the wisdom and the intelligence [and the power and inspiration] of
the Spirit by whom he was speaking. Then [to attack him another way], they secretly
instructed men to say, 'We have heard this man [Stephen] speak blasphemous
(slanderous, sacrilegious, abusive) words against Moses and against God".

"The bell in the steeple may be well hung, fairly fashioned, and of the soundest metal, but it is
dumb until the ringer makes it speak. And the preacher has no voice of quickening for the
dead in sin, or of comfort for living saints-unless the divine Spirit gives him a gracious pull,

and begs him speak with power. Hence the need of prayer for both preacher and hearers”
- John MacArthur

John 12:9-11 (NIV) — "Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there
and came, not only because of Him but also to see Lazarus, who He had raised from the
dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well; for on account of him
many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in Him".

Acts 6:12-15 (AMP) — And they provoked and incited the people, as well as the elders
and the scribes, and they came up to Stephen and seized him and brought him before
the Council (Sanhedrin, Jewish High Court). They presented false witnesses who said,
“This man never stops speaking against this holy place and the Law [of Moses];
for we have heard him say that this Jesus the Nazarene will tear down this place and
will change the traditions and customs which Moses handed down to us".
Then all those who were sitting in the Council, stared [intently] at him,
and they saw that Stephen's face was like the face of an angel.

Bottom Line — Key Points

1. Growth is good when talking about church, but we must be ready to deal with the
pains of it God's way.

2. While we are tempted to hold on to the past, we must remember it's all about
Jesus, and not our preferences.

3. Leaders aren't called to do everything; if they were, the world would miss out on

men like Stephen.



