THE ADVENT OF THE KING — Prepare the Way
December 20-21, 2025

Matthew 3:1-3 (NIV) — In those days, John the Baptist came, preaching in the
wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near”. This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one
calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for
Him’”.

Isaiah 40:1-5 (NIV) — “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been
completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s
hand double for all her sins. A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the
way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley
shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall
become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be
revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has
spoken’”.

Isaiah 39:5-7 (NIV) — Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord
Almighty: The time will surely come when everything in your palace, and all that
your predecessors have stored up until this day, will be carried off to Babylon.
Nothing will be left, says the Lord. And some of your descendants, your own flesh
and blood who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will become
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon”

Romans 8:37-39 (NIV) — “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

Exodus 26:9 (NIV) — “Join five of the curtains together into one set and the other
six into another set. Fold the sixth curtain double at the front of the tent”.

Luke 14:11 (NIV) — “For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted”.

Isaiah 39:8 (NIV) — “The word of the Lord you have spoken is good”, Hezekiah
replied. For he thought, “There will be peace and security in my lifetime”.
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2 Corinthians 1:3-5 (NIV) — “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we
ourselves received from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of
Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ”.

James 1:9-10 (AMP) — “Let the brother in humble circumstances glory in his high
position [as a born-again believer, called to the true riches and to be an heir of
God]; and the rich man is to glory in being humbled [by trials revealing human
frailty, knowing true riches are found in the grace of God], for like the flower of
the grass he will pass away”.

John 1:9-13 (NIV) — “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him,
the world did not recognize Him. He came to that which was His own, but His
own did not receive Him. Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in
His name, He gave the right to become children of God — children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God”.

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be
a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with a man who
says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the devil of hell. You must make
your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or
something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him
as a demon, or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God, but let us not
come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He
has not left that open to us. He did not intend to” — C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

1 Peter 5:6 (NIV) — “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that
He may lift you up in due time”.
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Revelation 3:15-18 (NIV) — “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot.
| wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm — neither
hot nor cold — | am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘l am rich; | have
acquired wealth and do not need a thing’. But you do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. | counsel you to buy from me gold
refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can
cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see”.

Revelation 3:19-20 (NIV) — “Those whom | love | rebuke and discipline. So be
earnest and repent. Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with that person, and they
with me”.
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