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1 Timothy 1:12-16 (NIV) — “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given
me strength, that He considered me trustworthy, appointing me to His
service. Even though | was once a blasphemer and a persecutor, and a
violent man, | was shown mercy because | acted in ignorance and unbelief.
The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Here is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners
— of whom | am the worst. But for that very reason | was shown mercy so
that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display His immense
patience as an example for those who would believe in Him and receive
eternal life”.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a (NIV) — “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails”.

1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV) — “And now these three remain: faith, hope, and
love. But the greatest of these is love”.

Romans 5:1-2 (NIV) — “Therefore, since we have been justified through
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God”.

“The battle between God and our self is finished — and He won, winning us.
Some never knew they were out of peace with God, but they were like
drivers ignoring the red lights of a police car in their rear-view mirror — they
are in trouble even if they don’t know it, and it will soon catch up to them” —
David Guzik
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‘I am delighted to find that sin stings you, and that you hate it. The more
hatred of sin the better. A sin-hating soul is a God-loving soul. If sin never
distresses you, then God has never favored you” — Charles Spurgeon

“boast” = Greek kauchaomai — “to glory, exult”; HELPS - “living with head
up high” because of “a triumphant, rejoicing confidence”

Romans 5:3-5 (NIV) — “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, who has been given to us”.

2 Corinthians 11:23b-26 (NIV) - “I have worked much harder, been in
prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to
death again and again. Five times | received from the Jews the forty
lashes minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was pelted
with stones, three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the
open sea, | have been constantly on the move. | have been in danger from
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger
from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at
sea; and in danger from false believers”.

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) — “You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare
to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us”.
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Isaiah 53:4-5 (NIV) — “Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering,
yet we considered Him punished by God, stricken by Him, and afflicted.
But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by His
wounds we are healed”.

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but
that God will make us good because He loves us” — C.S. Lewis

Romans 5:9-11 (NIV) - “Since we have now been justified by His blood,
how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through Him! For if,
while we were God'’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the
death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be
saved through His life! Not only is this so, but we also boast in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation”.

Romans 5:9-11 (MSG) — “Now that we are set right with God by means of
this sacrificial death, the consummate blood sacrifice, there is no longer a
question of being at odds with God in any way. If, when we were at our
worst, we were put on friendly terms with God by the sacrificial death of His
Son, now that we’re at our best, just think of how our lives will expand and
deepen by means of His resurrection life! Now that we have actually
received this amazing friendship with God, we are no longer content to
simply say it in plodding prose. We sing and shout our praises to God
through Jesus, the Messiah!”
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