Hey Shepherds, Are You Ready?
December 18-19, 2021
Psalm 150:1-6 (NIV) – “Praise the Lord. Praise God in His sanctuary;
praise Him in His mighty heavens. Praise Him for His acts of power; praise
Him for His surpassing greatness. Praise Him with the sounding of the
trumpet, praise Him with the harp and lyre, praise Him with timbrel and
dancing, praise Him with the strings and pipe, praise Him with the clash of
cymbals, praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord”.

“Your life may resemble the psalter with its varying moods, its light and
shadow, its sob and smile; but it will end with hallelujahs, if only you will
keep true to the will and way and work of the Most Holy” – F.B. Meyer

Luke 2:1-4 (NIV) – “In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria). And
everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David”.
John 19:10-11a (NIV) – “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said.
“Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” Jesus
answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you
from above”.

Micah 5:2 (NIV) – “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me One who will be
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from old, from ancient times”.
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Luke 2:5-7 (NIV) – “He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged
to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a
son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because
there was no guest room available for them”.

“Bethlehem” = Hebrew bet (house) + lechem (bread)

Luke 2:8-12 (NIV) – And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger”.

“cloth” = Greek sparganon – “swathing band”

Exodus 12:3,5-6 (NIV) – “Tell the whole community of Israel that on the
tenth day of this month, each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for
each household” – “The animals you choose must be year-old males
without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take
care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of
the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight”.
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Micah 4:8 (NIV) – “As for you, watchtower of the flock, stronghold of
Daughter Zion, the former dominion will be restored to you; kingship will
come to Daughter Jerusalem”.

Luke 2:13-14 (NIV) – Suddenly, a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests”.

Luke 2:15-18 (NIV) – “When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about’. So they
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them”.

Luke 2:20 (NIV) – “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been
told”.
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