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Hebrews 12:11 (NIV) – “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 

painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by it”. 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 (NIV) - “Ship your grain across the sea; after many 

days you may receive a return.  Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you 

do not know what disaster may come upon the land”. 

John 6:65-71 (NIV) – He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one 

can come to me unless the Father has enabled them”.  From this time 

many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed Him.  “You do not 

want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.  Simon Peter 

answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 

life.  We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of 

God”.  Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve?  Yet one of 

you is a devil!” (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though 

one of the Twelve, was later to betray Him). 

Ecclesiastes 11:3-4 (NIV) – “If clouds are full of water, they pour rain on 

the earth.  Whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, in the place 

where it falls, there it will lie.  Whoever watches the wind will not plant; 

whoever looks at the clouds will not reap”. 

“If we are always waiting for favoring conditions, we shall resemble the 

farmer who is ever looking out for perfect weather, and lets the whole 

autumn pass without one handful of grain reaching the furrows” – F.B. 

Meyer  

Galatians 6:7-10 (NIV) – “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  A 

man reaps what he sows.  Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the 

flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the 

Spirit will reap eternal life.  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at 

the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as 

we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers”. 
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Ecclesiastes 11:5-6 (NIV) – “As you do not know the path of the wind, or 

how the body is formed in a mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the 

work of God, the Maker of all things.  Sow your seed in the morning, and at 

evening let your hands not be idle, for you do not know which will succeed, 

whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well”. 

“Certain aspects of God’s working on earth defy explanation.  The mystery 

which shrouds our very origin underlies the whole of reality” – Michael 

Eaton 

Philippians 2:12-13 (NIV) – “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have 

always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much more in my 

absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it 

is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill His good 

purpose”.   

2 Thessalonians 3:6-7a, 9-10 (NIV) – “In the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every 

believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the 

teaching you received from us.  For you yourselves know how you ought to 

follow our example” - “We did this, not because we do not have the right to 

such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate.  For 

even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘The one who is 

unwilling to work shall not eat’”. 

Ecclesiastes 11:9-10 (NIV) – “You who are young, be happy while you are 

young, and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth.  Follow the 

ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these 

things God will bring you into judgment.  So then, banish anxiety from your 

heart and cast off the troubles of your body, for youth and vigor are 

meaningless”. 
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Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV) – “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of 

mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on 

the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 

beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 

the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 

them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The 

rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house, and it fell with a great crash”.            

                                                                   

     


