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Isaiah 43:1-2 (NIV) - But now, this is what the Lord says – He who created 

you, Jacob, He who formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed 

you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  When you pass 

through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 

rivers, they will not sweep over you.  When you walk through the fire, you 

will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze”. 

   

Isaiah in 41:10 (NIV) – “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 

dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand”.  

 

Matthew 28:20b (NIV) – And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age”.  

 

Matthew 4:18-20 (MSG) – “Walking along the beach of Lake Galilee, 

Jesus saw two brothers: Simon (later called Peter) and Andrew.  They were 

fishing, throwing their nets into the lake.  It was their regular work.  Jesus 

said to them, ‘Come with me.  I’ll make a new kind of fisherman out of you.  

I’ll show you how to catch men and women instead of perch and bass’.  

They didn’t ask questions, but simply dropped their nets and followed”.   

 

Judges 6:11-12 (NIV) – “The angel of the Lord came and sat down under 

the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son 

Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.  

When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The Lord is with 

you, mighty warrior’”.   
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Judges 6:1-4 (NIV) – “The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for 

seven years He gave them into the hands of the Midianites.  Because the 

power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for 

themselves in mountain clefts, caves, and strongholds.  Whenever the 

Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites, and other eastern 

peoples invaded the country.  They camped on the land and ruined the 

crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither 

sheep nor cattle nor donkeys”. 

 

“So God called Moses and David from following the ewes, Elisha from the 

plough-tail, the apostles from fishing, washing, and mending their nets.  He 

usually appeared to the busy in visions, like as Satan doth to the idle in 

manifold temptations” – John Trapp   

 

Judges 6:6 (NIV) – “Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried 

out to the Lord for help”. 

 

Judges 6:13-14 (NIV) – “Pardon me, my lord”, Gideon replied, “but if the 

Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us?  Where are all His 

wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord 

bring us up out of Egypt?’  But now the Lord has abandoned us and given 

us into the hand of Midian”.  The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the 

strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand.  Am I not sending 

you?” 

 

Judges 6:15-16 (NIV) – “Pardon me, my lord”, Gideon replied, “but how 

can I save Israel?  My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least 

in my family”.  The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike 

down all the Midianites, leaving none alive”.  
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Judges 6:23-24 (NIV) – But the Lord said to him, “Peace!  Do not be 

afraid.  You are not going to die”.  So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there 

and called it The Lord Is Peace.  To this day it stands in Ophrah of the 

Abiezrites.  

 

Judges 6:25-27 (NIV) – That same night the Lord said to him, “Take the 

second bull form your father’s herd, the one seven years old.  Tear down 

your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.  Then 

build a proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top of this height.  

Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second 

bull as a burnt offering”.  So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the 

Lord told him.  But because he was afraid of his family and the 

townspeople, he did it at night rather than in the daytime.  

 

Judges 6:31 (NIV) – But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, 

“Are you going to plead Baal’s cause?  Are you trying to save him?  

Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning!  If Baal really is a 

god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar”. 

 

“An idol is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs 

your heart and imagination more than God, and anything that you seek to 

give you what only God can give” – Tim Keller 

 

“Perhaps it is easier to honor God in some courageous action in the 

limelight of a time of national emergency than it is to honor Him consistently 

in the ordinary, everyday life, which requires a different kind of courage” – 

Arthur Cundall 

 

Judges 8:27 (NIV) – “Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which he 

placed in Ophrah, his town.  All Israel prostituted themselves by worshiping 

it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and his family”.          


