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John 6:66-69 (NIV) – From this time many of His disciples turned back and 

no longer followed Him.  “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus 

asked the Twelve.  Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we 

go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We have come to believe and to 

know that you are the Holy One of God”.   

 

Matthew 5:31-32 (NIV) – “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife 

must give her a certificate of divorce’.  But I tell you that anyone who 

divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of 

adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery”.   

 

Malachi 2:16 (NASB) – “For I hate divorce”, says the Lord, the God of 

Israel, “and him who covers his garment with violence”, says the Lord of 

armies.  “So be careful about your spirit, that you do not deal 

treacherously”.   

 

Deuteronomy 24:1 (NIV) – “If a man marries a woman who becomes 

displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he 

writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his 

house” 

 

“The scribes busied themselves solely about getting the bill of separation 

into due legal form.  They did nothing to restrain the unjust caprice of 

husbands; they rather opened a wider door to license” – A.B. Bruce   
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Matthew 5:33-37 (NIV) – “Again, you have heard that it was said to the 

people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows 

you have made’.  But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by 

heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by earth, for it is His footstool; or by 

Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.  And do not swear by your 

head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.  All you need to 

say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one”. 

 

“The truly good man will never need to take an oath; the truth of his sayings 

and the reality of his promises need no such guarantee.  But the fact that 

oaths are still sometimes necessary is the proof that men are not good men 

and that this is not a good world” – William Barclay   

 

Matthew 5:38-42 (NIV) – “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, 

and tooth for tooth’.  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.  If anyone 

slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.  And if 

someone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.  

If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles.  Give to the 

one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow 

from you”.   

 

Leviticus 24:19-20 (NIV) – “Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be 

injured in the same manner: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 

tooth.  The one who has inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury”. 

 

Romans 12:19-21 (NIV) – “Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave 

room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay’, 

says the Lord.  On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 

thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning 

coals on his head’.  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good”. 
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Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV) – “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy’.  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 

for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 

heaven.  He causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  If you love those who love you, 

what reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  And 

if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?  

Do not even pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect”. 

 

Leviticus 19:18 (NIV) – “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against 

anyone among your own people, but love your neighbor as yourself.  I am 

the Lord”. 

 

“You never so touch the ocean of God’s love as when you forgive your 

enemies” – Corrie ten Boom  

 

“love” = Greek agape – “the unconditional, self-sacrificing love of God”        

         

 

                                 

 

             

                

                                      

                            

 

                      


