WAGING WAR - Divine Weapons
November 25-26, 2023

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV) — “For though we live in the world, we do not
wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the
weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself
up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ”.

“weapon” = Greek hoplon — “tool or instrument”

2 Corinthians 10:1-2 (NIV) — “By the humility and gentleness of Christ, |
appeal to you — |, Paul, who am ‘timid’ when face to face with you, but
‘bold’ toward you when away! | beg you that when | come | may not have
to be as bold as | expect to be toward some people who think that we live
by the standards of this world”.

2 Corinthians 7:8-10 (NIV) — “Even if | caused you sorrow by my letter, |
do not regret it. Though | did regret it — | see that my letter hurt you, but
only for a little while — yet now | am happy, not because you were made
sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became
sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us.
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no
regret, but worldly sorrow brings death”.
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2 Corinthians 10:6-11 (NIV) — “And we will be ready to punish every act of
disobedience, once your obedience is complete. You are judging by
appearances. If anyone is confident that they belong to Christ, they should
consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as they do. So even if
| boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building
you up rather than tearing you down, | will not be ashamed of it. | do not
want to seem to be trying to frighten you with my letters. For some say,
‘His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and
his speaking amounts to nothing’. Such people should realize that what we
are in our letters when we are absent, we will be in our actions when we
are present”.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NKJV) — “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not
war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal
but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments
and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ”.

“When the thought comes and the person is reported to have said what he
has said, and the unkindness has been passed over to us, and the criticism
has been made, whereas carnality would say, ‘Counterattack’, spirituality
recognizes that nothing that any person could ever say about anyone is
really one hundredth part as bad as the truth if he only knew it. Therefore,
we have no reason to counterattack, but one good reason to submit and to
forget” — Alan Redpath
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Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV) - “In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be used to His own advantage;
rather, He made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death — even death on a
cross!’

Matthew 26:50-54 (NIV) - Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend”.
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus, and arrested Him. With that,
one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out, and struck the
servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. “Put your sword back in its
place”, Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.
Do you think | cannot call on my Father, and He will at once put at my
disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”

“For nothing is more opposed to the spiritual wisdom of God than the
wisdom of the flesh, and nothing more opposed to His grace than man’s
natural ability” — John Calvin

Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) — “Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God — this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God'’s will is — His good,
pleasing, and perfect will”.
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Isaiah 55:6-9 (NIV) — “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him
while He is near. Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous
their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy on them,
and to our God, for He will freely pardon. ‘For my thoughts are not your
thoughts; neither are your ways my ways’, declares the Lord. ‘As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways

LR

and my thoughts than your thoughts™.

“Fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs improvement;
he is a rebel who must lay down his arms” — C.S. Lewis
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