Run the Race – Multiply
November 20-21, 2021
Luke 2:10-11 (NIV) – But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord”.

Luke 2:16-18 (NIV) – “So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them”.

Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV) – Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw Him, they
worshiped Him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age”.

“authority” = Greek exousia – “power to act”

“Who is to go out of that first band of disciples? It is Peter, the rash and
the headstrong. It is John, who sometimes wishes to call fire from heaven
to destroy men. It is Philip, with whom the Savior has been so long, and
yet he has not known Him. It is Thomas, who must put his finger into the
print of the nails, or he will not believe Him. Yet the Master says to them,
‘Go ye; all power is given unto me, therefore go ye. You are as good for
my purpose as anybody else would be. There is no power in you, I know,
but then all power is in me, therefore go ye’” – Charles Spurgeon
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Acts 4:1-4 (NIV) – “The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the
Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the
people. They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching
the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. They seized
Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the
next day. But many who heard the message believed; so the number of
men who believed grew to about five thousand”.

Acts 4:7-10 (NIV) – They had Peter and John brought before them and
began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of
the people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness
shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed,
then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the
dead, that this man stands before you healed”.

Acts 4:13-14 (NIV) – “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and
realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished
and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. But since they
could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there
was nothing they could say”.

“No one attribute is more needed today for Christ’s witness than Holy Spirit
boldness due to Holy Spirit fullness” – Arthur T. Pierson

Genesis 1:28 (NKJV) – Then God blessed them, and God said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that
moves on the earth”.
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Genesis 1:26-27 (NKJV) – Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth”. So God created man
in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female
He created them.

Genesis 5:1a-3 (NIV) – “When God created mankind, He made them in the
likeness of God. He created them male and female and blessed them.
And He named them ‘Mankind’ when they were created. When Adam had
lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he
named him Seth”.

Genesis 9:1 (NKJV) – “So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to
them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth”.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV) - “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For
the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God”.
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