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Acts 11:26b (AMP) — “For an entire year they met [with others] in the church and
instructed large numbers; and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called
Christians”.

Acts 10:34-35 (AMP) — Opening his mouth, Peter said: “Most certainly |
understand now that God is not one to show partiality [to people as though
Gentiles were excluded from God’s blessing], but in every nation the person who
fears God and does what is right [by seeking Him] is acceptable and welcomed by

”

Him”.

Acts 11:1-3 (AMP) — “Now the apostles and the believers who were throughout
Judea heard [with astonishment] that the Gentiles also had received and accepted
the word of God [the message concerning salvation through Christ]. So when
Peter went up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision [certain Jewish believers
who followed the Law] took issue with him [for violating Jewish customs], saying,
‘You went to uncircumcised men and [even] ate with them!””

Anytime there is a supernatural move of God, there are going to be three things:
1) excitement for some, 2) confusion for others, and 3) resistance to the
unknown.

Isaiah 49:5-6 (NIV) — And now the Lord says — He who formed me in the womb to
be His servant to bring Jacob back to Him and gather Israel to Himself, for | am
honored in the eyes of the Lord and my God has been my strength — He says: “It is
too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring
back those of Israel | have kept. | will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that
my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth”.

Acts 11:12 (AMP) — “The Spirit told me to go with them without the slightest
hesitation. So these six brothers also went with me and we went to the man’s
house”.

Acts 11:18 (AMP) — When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified and
praised God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance that
leads to eternal life [that is, real life after earthly death]”.
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Romans 3:3-4a (NLT) — “True, some of them were unfaithful; but just because
they were unfaithful, does that mean God will be unfaithful? Of course not! Even
if everyone else is a liar, God is true”.

“Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be
on God’s side, for God is always right” — President Abraham Lincoln

Acts 11:19-21 (AMP) — “So then [since they were unaware of these
developments] those who were scattered because of the persecution that
occurred in connection with [the stoning of] Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia
and Cyprus and Antioch, without telling the message [of salvation through Christ]
to anyone except Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks as well, proclaiming [to
them] the good news about the Lord Jesus. And the hand (the power and
presence) of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to
the Lord [for salvation, accepting and drawing near to Jesus as Messiah and
Savior]”.

Acts 11:25-26 (AMP) — “And Barnabas left for Tarsus to search for Saul; and when
he found him, he brought him back to Antioch. For an entire year they met [with
others] in the church and instructed large numbers; and it was in Antioch that the
disciples were first called Christians”.

Acts 11:27-30 (AMP) — “Now at this time some prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and prophesied
through the [Holy] Spirit that a severe famine would come on the entire world.
And this did happen during the reign of Claudius. So the disciples decided to send
a contribution, each according to his individual ability, to the believers who lived
in Judea. And this they did, sending the contribution to the elders by Barnabas
and Saul”.

John 13:34-35 (NIV) — “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another”.
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Ephesians 2:14-15a, 19-20 (NIV) — “For He Himself is our peace, who has made
the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by
setting aside in His flesh the law with its commands and regulations” —
“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and also members of His household, built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone”.
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