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Ephesians 6:1-3 (NIV) - “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

‘Honor your father and mother’ – which is the first commandment with a promise 

– ‘so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth’”. 

Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV) – “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a 

stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are 

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!   

Hebrews 12:7-11 (NIV) – “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as His 

children.  For what children are not disciplined by their father?  If you are not 

disciplined – and everyone undergoes discipline – then you are not legitimate, not 

true sons and daughters at all.  Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them for it.  How much more should we submit 

to the Father of spirits and live!  They disciplined us for a little while as they 

thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in 

His holiness.  No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have 

been trained by it”. 

Psalm 68:4-6 (NIV) – “Sing to God, sing in praise of His name, extol Him who rides 

on the clouds; rejoice before Him – His name is the Lord.  A father to the 

fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in His holy dwelling.  God sets the lonely 

in families, He leads out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-

scorched land”. 

1 Samuel 16:1 (NIV) – The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for 

Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and be 

on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem.  I have chosen one of his 

sons to be king”. 
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1 Samuel 16:10-12 (NIV) – Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but 

Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these”.  So he asked Jesse, “Are 

these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest”, Jesse answered.  “He is 

tending the sheep”.  Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he 

arrives”.  So he sent for him and had him brought in.  He was glowing with health 

and had a fine appearance and handsome features.  Then the Lord said, “Rise and 

anoint him; this is the one”. 

“You may not be intellectual or well thought of in your family circle; you may be 

despised by others for your faith in Christ.  Perhaps you had only a little share in 

the love of your parents, as David did.  But remember that those who are rejected 

of men often become beloved of the Lord” – Alan Redpath      

Ephesians 1:3-8a (NIV) – “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 

Christ.  For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in His sight.  In love He predestined us for adoption to sonship through 

Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will – to the praise of His 

glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves.  In Him we have 

redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 

riches of God’s grace that He lavished on us”.  

“When the adoption was complete, it was complete indeed.  The person who had 

been adopted had all the rights of a legitimate son in his new family and 

completely lost all rights in his old family.  In the eyes of the law he was a new 

person.  So new was he that even all debts and obligations connected with his 

previous family were abolished as if they had never existed” – William Barclay   

Romans 8:14-17 (NIV) – “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children 

of God.  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.  

And by Him we cry, ‘Abba, Father’.  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that 

we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God 

and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may 

also share in His glory”. 
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Isaiah 1:12-17 (NIV) – “When you come to appear before me, who has asked this 

of you, this trampling of my courts?  Stop bringing meaningless offerings!  Your 

incense is detestable to me.  New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations – I cannot 

bear your worthless assemblies.  Your New Moon feasts and your appointed 

festivals I hate with all my being.  They have become a burden to me; I am weary 

of bearing them.  When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from 

you; even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening.  Your hands are full of 

blood!  Wash and make yourselves clean.  Take your evil deeds out of my sight’ 

stop doing wrong.  Learn to do right; seek justice.  Defend the oppressed.  Take up 

the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow”. 

James 1:27 (NIV) – “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is 

this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 

being polluted by the world”. 

“Charity and purity are the two great garments of Christianity” – Charles 

Spurgeon                          
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