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Colossians 1:11-14 NIV

, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that
you may have great endurance and patience, '2and giving joyful thanks to
the Father, who has qualified you® to share in the inheritance of his holy
people in the kingdom of light. ** For he has rescued us from the dominion
of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, **in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Genesis 1:26 NKJV

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, over Blall the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.”

Colossians 1:15-20 NKJV

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. ° For
by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or Blprincipalities or
blpowers. All things were created through Him and for Him. ” And He is
before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the
body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that
in all things He may have the preeminence. 1° For it pleased the Father
that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 2°and by Him to reconcile all
things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven,
having made peace through the blood of His cross.

Luke 1:30-33 NIV

30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor
with God. 3! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, ** and he will
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
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John 1:1-3 NIV

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

John 1:14 NIV

14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

John 14:6-11 NIV

¢ Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know®
my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
®Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? 1° Don’t you believe that
| am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you |
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me,
who is doing his work. 1! Believe me when | say that | am in the Father
and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works
themselves.

Colossians 2:8-10 NKJV

8 Beware lest anyone Echeat you through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. ° For in Him dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead ®bodily; ° and you are complete in Him, who is the head of
all llprincipality and power.
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If you pour a handful of salt into a cup of water, the water becomes
undrinkable. But if you pour the salt into a river, people can continue to
draw the water to cook, wash, and drink. The river is immense, and it has
the capacity to receive, embrace, and transform. When our hearts are
small, our understanding and compassion are limited, and we suffer. We
can’t accept or tolerate others and their shortcomings, and we demand
that they change. But when our hearts expand, these same things don’t
make us suffer anymore. We have a lot of understanding and compassion
and can embrace others. We accept others as they are, and then they
have a chance to transform.

Nhat Han

Ezekiel 11:19-20 NKJV

Then | will give them one heart, and | will put a new spirit within them,
and take the stony heart out of their flesh, that they may walk in My
statutes and keep My judgements and do them; and they shall be My
people, and | will be their God.

Acts 8:22 NKJV

22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the
thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

Luke 10:27 NKJV

27 S0 he answered and said, “ “You shall love the LorD your God with alll
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your
mind,” and ‘your neighbor as yourself.””

Colossians 1:9-10 NIV

® For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,@ °so
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that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way:
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God

John 14:26 NKJV

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said
to you.
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