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1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (NKJV) — “For as the body is one and has many members,
but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free —and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. Forin
fact the body is not one member but many”.

Acts 9:1-2 (AMP) — “Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord [and relentless in his search for believers], went to the high
priest, and he asked for letters [of authority] from him to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any men or women there belonging to the Way
[believers, followers of Jesus the Messiah], men and women alike, he could arrest
them and bring them bound [with chains] to Jerusalem”.

“But God doesn’t call us to be comfortable. He calls us to trust Him so completely
that we are unafraid to put ourselves in situations where we will be in trouble if
He doesn’t come through” — Francis Chan

Acts 9:3-6 (AMP) — As he traveled he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him [displaying the glory and majesty of Christ]; and
he fell to the ground and heard a voice [from heaven] saying to him, “Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting and oppressing Me?” And Saul said, “Who are You,
Lord?” And He answered, “l am Jesus whom you are persecuting, now get up and
go into the city, and you will be told what you must do”.

Acts 9:7-9 (AMP) — “The men who were traveling with him [were terrified and]
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul got up from the
ground, but though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by
the hand and brought him into Damascus. And he was unable to see for three
days, and he neither ate nor drank”.

Luke 10:41 (NIV) — “Martha, Martha”, the Lord answered, “you are worried and
upset about many things”

Matthew 23:37 (NIV) — “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and
stone those sent to you, how often | have longed to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing”.
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Acts 9:10-14 (AMP) — Now in Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias; and
the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias”. And he answered, “Here | am, Lord”.
And the Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and ask at
the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul; for he is praying [there],
and in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come in and place his hands on
him, so that he may regain his sight”. But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard
from many people about this man, especially how much suffering and evil he has
brought on Your saints (God’s people) at Jerusalem; and here [in Damascus] he
has authority from the high priests to put in chains all who call on Your name
[confessing You as Savior]”.

1 Peter 4:12-16 (NIV) — “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that
has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that
you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of
the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on
you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of
criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name”.

Acts 9:15-19a (AMP) — But the Lord said to him, “Go, for this man is a
[deliberately] chosen instrument of mine, to bear my name before the Gentiles
and kings and the sons of Israel; for | will make clear to him how much he must
suffer and endure for my name’s sake”. So Ananias left and entered the house,
and he laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road as you came [to Damascus], has sent me so that you
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit [in order to proclaim Christ
to both Jews and Gentiles]”. Immediately something like scales fell from Saul’s
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized; and he took
some food and was strengthened”.

“Ananias” — derived from Hebrew Hananiah = “favored by God” or “God has been
gracious”
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Revelation 2:8-10 (NIV) — “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are
the words of Him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. |
know your afflictions and your poverty — yet you are rich! | know about the
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some
of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be
faithful, even to the point of death, and | will give you life as your victor’s crown”.

Acts 9:19b-21 (AMP) — For several days [afterward] Saul remained with the
disciples who were in Damascus. And immediately he began proclaiming Jesus in
the synagogues, saying, “This Man is the Son of God [the promised Messiah]!” All
those who heard him continued to be amazed and said, “Is this not the man who
in Jerusalem attacked those who called on this name [of Jesus], and had come
here [to Damascus] for the express purpose of bringing them bound [with chains]
before the chief priests?”

Acts 9:31 (AMP) — “So the church throughout Judea and Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed peace [without persecution], being built up [in wisdom, virtue, and faith];
and walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort and encouragement of the
Holy Spirit, it continued to grow [in numbers]”.
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