Gospel Reset: Our Gifts - Key Scriptures: Exodus 31:1-5, 1 Peter 4:10-11, Matthew 25:14-23

Big Idea: The world tells us to use our gifts to build our own name, but the gospel resets our gifts so
that God’s name is made great through a faithful life lived in community.

RESET 1
The World Says: Use your gifts to make a name for yourself.
The Gospel Says: Your gifts come from God so His name can be made great.

The world teaches that gifts are earned, owned, and meant to elevate us.
Scripture teaches that gifts are received and stewarded.

God gives gifts and God defines their purpose.

Our skills and abilities are meant to bring glory to God, not attention to ourselves.

Key Truth: If God gave it, then God gets to define what it is for.

RESET 2
The World Says: Only certain gifts really matter.
The Gospel Says: God values faithfulness, not visibility.

The world elevates public and impressive gifts.

God looks at what we did with what we were given.

In the parable of the talents, Jesus praises faithfulness, not results or scale.

God does not compare your gifts to others. He asks if you were faithful with yours.

Key Truth: God is not asking you to be impressive. He is asking you to be faithful.

RESET 3
The World Says: Go alone, others will slow you down.
The Gospel Says: Partnering with others allows God to do more than we can imagine.

The world celebrates independence and personal success.

God designed gifts to function together within the body.

When gifts are shared, strengths multiply and weaknesses are covered.
God often expands impact through collaboration, not isolation.

Key Truth: Community does not limit gifting. It completes it.



Gifts Come From God / Scripture: James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights.”

Reflection: It is easy to forget where our abilities actually come from. Over time, practice and
experience can make our gifts feel earned and owned. The world reinforces that idea by telling us to
leverage our skills to get ahead, stand out, or secure our future. But Scripture gently reminds us that
every good gift begins with God. Our talents, abilities, and opportunities are not accidents or
achievements. They are entrusted gifts. When we remember that God is the giver, it changes the
purpose of our gifts. They are no longer tools for self promotion but opportunities for worship. Even
ordinary skills can become acts of praise when they are offered back to the One who gave them.

Challenge: Take a moment today to name one ability or skill you often take for granted. Thank God for
it, and ask Him to help you use it in a way that honors Him rather than draws attention to yourself.

Faithfulness Over Visibility / Scripture: Matthew 25:23 “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Reflection: The world is loud about what matters. Visibility, recognition, and results are constantly
celebrated. That pressure can cause us to undervalue quiet obedience or unseen service. We may
even assume that if our gifts are not impressive to others, they must not matter much to God. Jesus
tells a different story. In the parable of the talents, the master does not praise outcomes or
comparisons. He praises faithfulness. God is not asking you to be impressive. He is asking you to be
faithful with what He has given you. What feels small to you may be deeply significant to Him.

Challenge: Ask yourself honestly where you are tempted to measure success by recognition instead of
obedience. Pray for a renewed focus on faithfulness, even when no one else notices.

Better Together / Scripture: Ecclesiastes 4:9 “Two are better than one, because they have a good
return for their labor.”

Reflection: Independence is often celebrated as strength, but Scripture consistently points us toward
community. God did not design us to use our gifts in isolation. He designed us to need one another.
When gifts are shared, strengths multiply and weaknesses are covered. Working with others requires
humility and trust, but it also opens the door for God to do more than we could ever accomplish
alone. Community is not a limitation on our gifts. It is the environment where they flourish.

Challenge: Consider whether you are trying to carry something alone that God never intended you to
do by yourself. Identify one way you could invite someone else to partner with you in serving God this
week.



