


Nehemiah 1:1-4
The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now 
it happened in the month of Chislev, in the 
twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, that 
Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain 
men from Judah. And I asked them concerning 
the Jews who escaped, who had survived the 
exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 



Nehemiah 1:1-4
And they said to me, “The remnant there in the 
province who had survived the exile is in great 
trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is 
broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” 
As soon as I heard these words I sat down and 
wept and mourned for days, and I continued 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
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Ezra 4:12,23
12. be it known to the king that the Jews who came up 
from you to us have gone to Jerusalem. They are 
rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city. They are 
finishing the walls and repairing the foundations.

23. Then, when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was 
read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their 
associates, they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem 
and by force and power made them cease.
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vs 4 The broken heart of Nehemiah



Where Great things start 

is in the heart.



Joel 2:12-13
“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with 

all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.
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Own it:

1. What breaks your heart? Not what bothers you. 
What can move you to tears?
2. Does that break the heart of God?
3. Am I willing to pray each day this week for God to 
break my heart for what breaks His?
4. Who do I know that has this kind of heart? Get 
behind someone who has that heart.


