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Key	Texts	(TLV):	Isa	60:15-22;	Is.	57:15;	11:1;	49:3;	Rev.	21:2–4,	22–27;	1	Cor.	1:26–31	
	
Isaiah	 60	 gives	 us	 a	 stunning	 picture	 of	 reversal.	 The	 nations	 that	 once	 crushed,	
oppressed,	and	threatened	God’s	people	are	now	coming	toward	the	kingdom	of	God,	not	
to	dominate,	but	to	recognize	the	beauty	of	what	the	Lord	has	done.	God’s	vengeance	is	
not	merely	destruction;	it	is	transformation.	Those	who	once	stood	outside	now	see	the	
grace	God	has	poured	out	on	His	people,	and	they	are	drawn	toward	His	light.	
	
This	is	not	the	kingdom	of	this	world,	where	the	powerful	crush	the	weak	and	the	fearful	
build	walls	to	keep	everyone	out.	This	is	the	kingdom	where	weakness	becomes	strength,	
where	abandoned	ruins	become	eternal	joy,	where	mourning	reaches	its	end,	and	where	
the	Lord	Himself	becomes	the	everlasting	light.	Everything	the	world	offers	falls	short,	
but	with	the	Lord,	everything	is	beautifully	transformed.	
	
1.	FROM	FORGOTTEN	TO	FAVORED	
“Instead	of	you	being	deserted	and	hated,	with	no	one	passing	through,	I	will	make	you	an	
eternal	pride,	 joy	 from	generation	 to	generation.”	(Is.	 60:15).	The	 imagery	 is	powerful.	
Zion	 is	 pictured	 like	 an	 abandoned	 city—forsaken,	 hated,	 unsafe,	 and	 forgotten.	 It	
reminds	us	of	the	earlier	pictures	of	Israel	as	a	rejected	wife,	one	who	had	been	unfaithful	
and	had	suffered	the	consequences.	But	however	long	that	abandonment	seemed	to	last,	
God’s	love	had	never	moved	away.	His	anger	is	not	the	Rinal	word.	His	covenant	mercy	is.	
	
The	Lord	promises	to	exalt	what	was	humbled	and	to	Rill	with	joy	what	had	been	desolate.	
Human	pride	always	collapses	because	only	God	is	truly	exalted.	But	when	we	stop	trying	
to	lift	ourselves	up	and	humble	ourselves	before	Him,	He	delights	to	lift	us	up	in	Him.	“I	
dwell	in	a	high	and	holy	place,	yet	also	with	a	contrite	and	humble	spirit,	to	revive	the	spirit	
of	the	humble,	and	revive	the	heart	of	the	contrite.”	(Is.	57:15)	
	
2.	WHAT	THE	WORLD	CAN’T	GIVE	
“Then	you	will	know	that	I,	Adonai,	am	your	Savior	and	your	Redeemer,	the	Mighty	One	of	
Jacob.”	(Is.	 60:16).	 The	 nations	 bring	 their	 wealth,	 but	 the	 point	 is	 not	merely	 about	
material	provision.	The	imagery	is	tender,	 like	a	child	receiving	what	it	needs	without	
anxiety.	The	Lord	is	showing	a	complete	reversal	of	relationship.	Those	once	feared	are	
no	longer	threats,	because	everything	is	now	being	brought	under	the	rule	and	peace	of	
God’s	 kingdom.	The	provision	 is	 rich,	 personal,	 and	 secure	because	 it	 comes	 through	
what	the	Lord	Himself	has	done.	
	



And	 the	 purpose	 is	 repeated	 again	 and	 again:	 “Then	 you	will	 know.”	 God	 acts	 so	His	
people	will	know	that	He	is	Savior,	Redeemer,	and	the	Mighty	One	of	Jacob.	The	gods	of	
the	 nations	 cannot	 save.	 The	 systems	 of	 this	 world	 cannot	 rescue	 us	 from	 sin,	 guilt,	
shame,	 or	 death.	 But	 the	 God	 of	 Israel	 stands	 beyond	 the	 system,	 reaches	 into	 our	
brokenness,	and	offers	redemption	through	His	Servant-Messiah.	What	the	world	calls	
strength	often	becomes	oppression,	but	the	Lord	teaches	us	true	strength	through	mercy,	
righteousness,	and	salvation.	
	
3.			WHEN	NIGHT	FINALLY	ENDS	
“No	more	will	 violence	 be	 heard	 in	 your	 land,	 devastation	 nor	 destruction	within	 your	
borders.	But	you	will	call	your	walls	Salvation	and	your	gates	Praise.”	(Is.	60:18).	The	Lord	
says,	 “Instead	 of	 bronze,	 I	 will	 bring	 gold…	 instead	 of	 iron,	 silver…”	 Everything	 is	
upgraded	 in	 His	 kingdom.	 Even	 the	 words	 that	 normally	 carry	 negative	 weight	 are	
transformed.	Shalom	becomes	the	overseer.	Righteousness	becomes	the	taskmaster.	 If	
the	“worst”	thing	in	His	kingdom	is	wonderful,	then	what	must	the	best	be?	This	is	a	city	
no	longer	ruled	by	violence,	devastation,	destruction,	or	self-centered	striving.	Its	walls	
are	Yeshua—salvation—and	its	gates	are	praise.	
	
Then	the	picture	becomes	even	more	beautiful:	“No	more	will	the	sun	be	your	light	by	day,	
nor	the	glow	of	the	moon	be	your	light,	but	Adonai	will	be	your	everlasting	light,	and	your	
God	for	your	glory.”	(Is.	60:19)	The	old	order	depended	on	rising	and	setting,	waxing	and	
waning,	light	and	darkness.	But	in	the	kingdom	of	God,	the	Lord	Himself	is	the	light	that	
never	fades.	Mourning	Rinally	reaches	its	end.	Revelation	echoes	this	hope:	“He	shall	wipe	
away	every	tear	from	their	eyes,	and	death	shall	be	no	more.	Nor	shall	there	be	mourning	
or	crying	or	pain	any	longer,	for	the	former	things	have	passed	away.”	(Rev.	21:4)	
	
CONCLUSION		
Isaiah	60	ends	by	turning	from	the	city	to	the	people	who	belong	to	it.	“Then	your	people	
will	all	be	righteous.	They	will	possess	the	 land	forever—the	branch	of	His	planting,	the	
work	of	My	hands—that	I	may	be	glorified.”	(Is.	60:21)	They	are	righteous,	permanent,	
planted	by	God,	and	established	for	His	beauty.	Like	a	careful	gardener,	the	Lord	places,	
tends,	prunes,	and	forms	His	people	so	that	His	beauty	might	be	seen	through	them.		This	
is	the	power	of	the	weak,	the	triumph	of	the	unlikely,	and	the	fruitfulness	of	what	seemed	
barren.	 The	 kingdom	 of	 God	 is	 not	 built	 by	 human	 strength.	 It	 is	 built	 through	
surrendered	weakness,	where	God	moves	in	power.	All	of	this	is	possible	because	the	
One	speaking	is	Adonai	Himself.	
	
Maybe	you	have	known	what	it	 feels	 like	to	be	deserted,	abandoned,	or	hated.	Maybe	
there	are	places	 in	your	 life	that	 feel	 like	ruins—places	where	no	one	passes	through	
anymore	 because	 they	 seem	 too	 broken,	 too	 painful,	 or	 too	 far	 gone.	 But	 Isaiah	 60	
reminds	us	that	the	Lord	does	not	abandon	what	He	intends	to	redeem.	He	brings	beauty	
where	there	was	shame,	joy	where	there	was	mourning,	and	salvation	where	there	was	
fear.	



	
DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Where	do	you	see	the	theme	of	“beautiful	reversal”	most	clearly	in	Isaiah	60:15–22?	
2. Why	is	it	so	important	that	God’s	people	know	Him	not	only	as	Creator,	but	as	Savior	
and	Redeemer?	

3. What	 does	 it	 mean	 for	 Shalom	 to	 be	 your	 “overseer”	 and	 righteousness	 your	
“taskmaster”?	

4. Where	 are	 you	 tempted	 to	 look	 to	 the	world	 for	 strength,	 joy,	 security,	 or	 identity	
instead	of	looking	to	the	Lord?	

5. How	does	the	promise	that	“the	smallest	will	become	a	thousand”	encourage	you	in	
places	where	you	feel	weak	or	insigniRicant?	

	
CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Adonai,	You	are	our	Savior,	our	Redeemer,	and	the	Mighty	One	of	Jacob.	Thank	You	that	
You	 do	 not	 abandon	 Your	 people	 to	 ruin,	 shame,	 or	 mourning.	 You	 bring	 beautiful	
reversal	and	beautiful	 transformation.	You	 lift	up	 the	humble,	 give	 joy	 that	 lasts,	 and	
shine	as	the	everlasting	light	that	never	fades.		Plant	us	by	Your	hand.	Make	us	righteous	
in	Messiah.	Let	Your	beauty	be	seen	in	us.	Teach	us	to	stop	striving	for	our	own	exaltation	
and	to	rest	in	Your	kingdom,	where	Shalom	rules	and	righteousness	leads.	Let	our	walls	
be	Yeshua,	our	gates	be	praise,	and	our	lives	become	a	testimony	that	You	alone	are	the	
Lord	who	saves.	
	
B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


