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Key	Texts:	Isaiah	14:18-27;	10:12;	11:1;	53:9;	2	Peter	3:9;	Psalm	2;	Daniel	4	
When	it	looks	like	Babylon	wins.		It’s	easy	to	look	at	the	world	and	think	the	wrong	
side	is	winning.	The	proud	rise	up.	The	powerful	seem	untouchable.	Babylon	always	
seems	to	win.	But	Isaiah	14	shows	us	the	truth	behind	the	curtain:	no	empire	lasts	
forever,	no	throne	stands	higher	than	God’s.	It	looks	like,	it	feels	like	Babylon	wins—
but	the	truth	is,	God	wins.	
	

In	this	passage,	Isaiah	pulls	back	the	veil	and	shows	the	end	of	every	self-exalting	
power.	The	king	of	Babylon—the	symbol	of	human	pride	and	rebellion—is	brought	
low.	His	story	is	a	warning	and	a	comfort	all	at	once:	pride	destroys	itself,	rebellion	
leads	to	ruin,	but	God’s	purposes	never	fail.	His	kingdom	cannot	be	shaken,	and	His	
word	will	always	have	the	last	say.	
	

1.		THE	FALL	OF	PRIDE:	THE	BRANCH	THAT	WITHERS	(18-20)	
Every	empire	that	exalts	itself	against	God	eventually	collapses	under	its	own	weight.	
The	kings	of	the	nations	lie	in	their	ornate	tombs,	but	the	king	of	Babylon	is	“cast	out	
of	your	tomb	like	a	discarded	branch.”	The	Hebrew	word	netzer—a	branch—points	to	
something	once	 full	of	 life,	now	rejected.	 It’s	a	deliberate	contrast	 to	the	righteous	
Branch	of	Is.	11:1,	the	true	Netzer—Yeshua,	the	humble	King	who	bears	lasting	fruit.	
	

The	proud	king	thought	he	could	build	his	own	glory.	Instead,	he	destroyed	his	own	
land	and	slaughtered	his	own	people.	His	pride	didn’t	just	hurt	others—it	consumed	
everything	 around	 him.	 Pride	 always	 does	 that.	 It	 destroys	what	 it	was	meant	 to	
protect.	It	isolates	the	heart	and	blinds	the	soul.	But	the	humble	Nind	life.	God	exalts	
the	one	who	bows	low.	Babylon’s	king	reached	up	and	fell;	Messiah	bowed	low	and	
was	lifted	high.	
	

2.	THE	END	OF	REBELLION:	WHEN	GOD	SWEEPS	THE	EARTH	CLEAN	(21–23)		
God	 declares	 the	 end	 of	 Babylon’s	 line:	“Prepare	 slaughter	 for	 his	 children	 for	 the	
iniquity	of	their	fathers,	so	they	will	not	rise	up	and	possess	the	land.”	This	is	the	end	of	
the	system	of	rebellion	that	began	at	Babel—the	self-made	kingdoms	of	pride	and	
oppression	that	rise	generation	after	generation.	God’s	justice	wipes	them	away,	not	
simply	out	of	a	righteous	vengeance,	but	out	of	mercy	for	the	world	He	will	renew.	
	

He	 says,	“I	 will	 sweep	 it	 with	 the	 broom	 of	 destruction.”	What	 a	 vivid	 picture!	 The	
Sovereign	 Lord	 cleaning	 house—sweeping	 away	 every	 trace	 of	 arrogance,	 every	
empire	that	thought	it	could	stand	without	Him.	Babylon’s	cities	become	a	wasteland,	
a	home	for	porcupines	and	marshes.	Pride	turns	to	ruin,	but	God’s	justice	clears	the	
way	for	renewal.	When	He’s	done	sweeping,	only	what’s	holy	remains.	Only	what’s	
built	on	Him	endures.	
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3.		THE	UNSHAKABLE	PLAN:	THE	HAND	THAT	CANNOT	BE	TURNED	BACK	(24–27)	
From	Babylon	to	Assyria,	God’s	word	moves	from	the	symbolic	to	the	speciNic.	The	
Lord	swears	an	oath:	“Surely	as	I	have	planned,	so	it	will	be;	as	I	have	purposed,	so	it	
will	stand.”	You	may	feel	surrounded,	outnumbered,	or	pressed	by	your	own	“Assyria,”	
but	God’s	purposes	are	unbreakable.	“I	will	break	Assyria	in	My	land…	then	his	yoke	
will	be	removed	from	them.”	
	

What	looked	unstoppable	was	already	under	divine	control.	What	seemed	like	chaos	
was	part	of	His	plan.	“This	 is	 the	purpose	planned	 for	 the	whole	 earth…	 for	Adonai	
Tzva’ot	has	purposed	it—who	can	annul	it?”	No	one.	When	His	hand	is	stretched	out,	
no	one	can	turn	it	back.	Every	empire	that	opposes	Him	falls.	But	His	kingdom—the	
one	built	on	mercy,	truth,	and	righteousness—stands	forever.	

	
CONCLUSION	
Every	human	empire	will	end.	Every	proud	heart	will	bow.	Every	self-made	kingdom	
will	crumble.	But	the	Word	of	the	Lord	will	stand.	When	Babylon	falls,	God’s	plan	still	
stands.	When	Assyria	breaks,	His	purpose	remains	unshaken.	And	when	it	feels	like	
the	world	 is	spinning	out	of	control,	remember:	history	has	never	been	out	of	His	
hands.	
	

So	trust	Him.	Let	Him	sweep	away	pride	from	your	heart	and	build	His	kingdom	in	
you.	 Surrender	 your	 “Babylon”—your	 self-reliance,	 your	 need	 for	 control—to	 the	
One	whose	hand	cannot	be	turned	back.	Because	when	all	the	kingdoms	fall	and	the	
dust	settles,	God	still	has	the	last	word.	

	
DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. How	does	the	fall	of	Babylon	mirror	the	dangers	of	pride	and	self-reliance	in	our	

own	lives?	
2. What	does	God’s	“broom	of	destruction”	reveal	about	His	holiness	and	justice?	
3. How	does	 Is	14	encourage	you	 to	 trust	God’s	 timing	when	 it	 seems	 like	evil	 is	

winning?	
4. What	“empires”	or	self-built	structures	might	God	be	calling	you	to	surrender?	
5. How	can	we	live	as	people	of	an	unshakable	kingdom	in	a	world	full	of	temporary	

ones?	
	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Abba,	thank	You	that	You	are	the	same	yesterday,	today,	and	forever.	You	reign	
above	every	nation,	every	power,	every	prideful	heart.	Sweep	away	the	Babylon	
within	us—the	arrogance,	the	self-rule,	the	fear—and	establish	Your	kingdom	in	
our	hearts.	Help	us	trust	that	Your	hand	is	stretched	out	and	no	one	can	turn	it	
back.	When	all	the	kingdoms	of	this	world	fade,	may	we	be	found	standing	firm	in	
Your	Word,	under	Your	reign,	through	Yeshua	our	Messiah.	
	

In	Yeshua’s	mighty	name	we	pray,	Amen.	
	


