
	
	
	

“Faithfulness	in	the	Land	of	the	Leftovers”	(Jer.	40)	
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts:	Jeremiah	40	
	
In	Jeremiah	40,	we	7ind	a	moment	of	transition.	It’s	a	chapter	with	profound	
lessons	about	obedience,	discernment,	and	vigilance.	The	city	of	Jerusalem	lies	in	
ruins,	and	its	leaders	and	people	are	taken	captive.	Jeremiah,	though	released	
from	chains,	faces	choices	and	opportunities	to	serve	God’s	purposes.		God	had	
warned	through	Jeremiah	that	destruction	would	come	if	His	people	refused	to	
heed	His	voice.	But	now,	amidst	judgment,	the	remnants	of	His	mercy	and	His	
plans	are	still	at	work.	
	
1. Freedom	Requires	Faithfulness	(Jer.	40:1-4)	
When	Nebuzaradan	released	Jeremiah	from	chains,	he	gave	him	a	choice:	"Come	
with	me	to	Babylon,	and	I’ll	protect	you,	or	stay	and	go	wherever	you	please."	
Jeremiah	had	freedom	but	remained	grounded	in	his	mission.	His	decisions	were	
not	based	on	comfort	or	personal	gain	but	on	faithfulness	to	God’s	call.	
	
So	often,	when	we	7ind	ourselves	released	from	a	trial	or	set	free	from	a	burden,	
we’re	tempted	to	pursue	what	feels	easiest	or	most	bene7icial.	Yet,	true	freedom	
comes	when	we	remain	faithful	to	where	God	has	called	us,	even	if	it’s	not	the	
most	comfortable	choice.	Are	we	listening	to	His	direction	in	our	moments	of	
choice?	
	
2.	God’s	Plan	is	Bigger	than	Appearances	(Jeremiah	40:5-10)	
Jeremiah	chose	to	stay	with	Gedaliah	and	the	remnant	left	behind	in	Judah.	To	the	
world,	this	group	might	have	seemed	insigni7icant—just	the	"leftovers."	Yet,	in	
God's	eyes,	they	were	the	foundation	of	His	future	plans.	Gedaliah	encouraged	the	
people:	"Do	not	be	afraid	to	serve	the	Chaldeans...	Gather	the	harvest	and	settle	in	
your	cities."	
	
Sometimes	God’s	plans	unfold	in	the	most	unlikely	places.	What	looks	small	or	
insigni7icant	may	be	the	seed	of	something	great	in	His	kingdom.	Are	we	willing	
to	trust	His	plan,	even	when	it	doesn’t	match	our	expectations	or	the	world’s	
logic?	
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3.	Complacency	Undermine	Faithfulness		(Jer.	40:11-16)	
Gedaliah	was	well-intentioned	but	failed	to	seek	the	Lord	about	a	potential	
threat.	Though	warned	about	Ishmael’s	plot,	Gedaliah	dismissed	it	as	a	lie.	His	
lack	of	vigilance	cost	him	his	life	and	threatened	the	fragile	stability	of	the	
remnant.	
	
This	is	a	sobering	reminder	that	even	when	things	seem	to	settle,	we	must	not	
lose	our	vigilance.	Seeking	the	Lord’s	guidance	is	not	just	for	moments	of	crisis	
but	for	every	decision,	big	or	small.	Are	we	actively	seeking	God’s	wisdom,	or	are	
we	leaning	on	our	own	understanding?	
	
Conclusion:				
Today,	you	may	7ind	yourself	at	a	crossroads	like	Jeremiah,	with	opportunities	
before	you.	Will	you	seek	God’s	direction	and	remain	faithful	to	His	call?	Or	
perhaps	you’re	in	a	season	that	feels	small	and	insigni7icant,	wondering	if	God	is	
truly	at	work.	Trust	that	His	plans	are	greater	than	appearances.	Finally,	if	
complacency	has	crept	into	your	walk	with	God,	let	today	be	a	moment	to	renew	
your	vigilance	and	dependence	on	Him.	Let’s	surrender	every	decision,	every	
plan,	and	every	moment	to	Him.	
	
Discussion	Questions:	

1. How	do	you	discern	God’s	voice	when	making	decisions,	especially	during	
times	of	transition	or	freedom?	

2. Why	do	you	think	Jeremiah	chose	to	stay	with	the	remnant	in	Judah	rather	
than	accept	Nebuzaradan’s	offer?	

3. In	what	ways	do	you	see	God’s	faithfulness	working	through	seemingly	
small	or	insigni7icant	situations	in	your	life?	

4. How	can	we	guard	against	complacency	and	ensure	that	we	seek	God	in	
every	situation?	

5. What	lessons	can	we	learn	from	Gedaliah’s	failure	to	seek	the	Lord	about	
the	warning	he	received?	
	

Closing	Prayer:	
Adonai,	we	thank	You	for	Your	faithfulness,	even	in	times	of	judgment	and	
transition.	Teach	us	to	seek	Your	voice	in	every	decision	and	to	remain	faithful	to	
Your	call,	no	matter	the	circumstances.	Help	us	to	trust	in	Your	plans,	even	when	
they	don’t	align	with	our	expectations,	and	guard	our	hearts	against	complacency.	
May	we	live	each	day	in	obedience	to	You,	walking	in	Your	wisdom	and	
surrendering	to	Your	will.	
	
B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	mighty	name	of	Yeshua,	our	Messiah,	we	pray.	Amen.	


