
	

“What	Looked	Like	Defeat	is	Victory!”	
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts	(TLV):	Is	49:7-13;	Is.	49:3–6;	Is.	52:14–15;	Is.	53:3;	Jn.	1:10–11;	2	Cor.	5:21–6:2;	Lev.	
25:8.;	Deut.	30:19;	Is.	1:2;	Rom.	8:19–23;	Is.	65:17;	Rev.	21:5–6	

	

Isaiah	 49	 brings	 us	 into	 a	 deeply	 consequential	 section	 of	 the	 book.	 The	 focus	 is	 no	 longer	
merely	on	Babylon	or	on	physical	relocation,	but	on	a	far	greater	deliverance	that	ADONAI	had	
already	promised	 in	 advance.	 In	 the	 closing	words	 of	 Is.	 48,	 the	 Lord	 declared	 that	He	was	
unveiling	 “new	 things,”	hidden	 things,	 guarded	 things	 that	His	people	had	not	known.	What	
follows	in	here	is	the	unveiling	of	that	greater	rescue	through	the	Servant—the	One	hidden	in	
the	shadow	of	God’s	hand,	concealed	like	a	polished	arrow	in	His	quiver,	now	brought	forward	
in	God’s	perfect	time.	This	is	not	the	story	of	a	military	conqueror,	but	of	a	Servant	whose	mouth	
is	like	a	sharp	sword,	whose	word	reaches	both	those	who	are	near	and	those	who	are	far.	
	

Yet	the	surprising	thing	in	this	passage	is	that	the	Servant	who	is	called	to	be	light	and	salvation	
appears,	 from	an	earthly	perspective,	 to	have	 failed.	He	 speaks	of	 laboring	 in	vain,	 pouring	
Himself	out	for	emptiness	and	futility.	That	tension	drives	the	whole	passage.	What	God	calls	
glorious	 often	 looks	 humiliating	 to	 human	 eyes.	What	 heaven	 calls	 victory	 often	wears	 the	
appearance	of	rejection,	weakness,	and	loss	before	it	is	seen	for	what	it	truly	is.	This	passage	
invites	us	to	look	again,	more	carefully	and	more	faithfully,	at	the	ways	of	God.	It	teaches	us	that	
when	ADONAI	is	accomplishing	redemption,	the	appearance	of	defeat	is	often	only	the	surface	
of	a	much	deeper	and	greater	victory.	
	

1.	THE	SERVANT’S	REJECTION	IS	NOT	THE	END	OF	THE	STORY	
The	Tirst	thing	this	passage	makes	clear	is	that	the	Servant’s	humiliation	is	real.	Is.	49:7	does	not	
soften	the	language.	He	is	the	One	despised,	the	One	the	nation	abhors,	a	servant	of	rulers.	The	
descent	is	startling.	In	the	previous	verses	He	is	called	a	light	to	the	nations	and	God’s	salvation	
to	 the	ends	of	 the	earth,	but	here	He	 is	 treated	as	 contemptible,	 repugnant,	disposable.	The	
movement	 is	 from	 the	 sublime	 to	 the	 hideous,	 from	 the	 throne	 to	 the	 gutter.	 That	 is	 what	
obedience	to	 the	purposes	of	God	can	 look	 like	 from	where	we	sit.	The	Servant	Himself	had	
already	said,	in	effect,	“I	have	toiled	for	emptiness.”	From	the	visible,	earthly	angle,	it	appears	as	
though	the	mission	has	yielded	nothing	but	grief.	
	

This	 is	why	 the	 language	of	 the	passage	reaches	so	naturally	 toward	Yeshua.	As	 Jn.	1:10–11	
says,	“He	was	in	the	world,	and	the	world	was	made	through	Him;	but	the	world	did	not	know	Him.	
He	came	to	His	own,	but	His	own	did	not	receive	Him.”	Isaiah	is	preparing	us	for	a	Servant	who	
will	be	misunderstood,	diminished,	and	rejected.	But	the	rejection	is	not	the	Tinal	word.	What	
men	call	worthless,	 the	Father	 calls	 chosen.	What	 the	nation	 treats	with	 contempt,	ADONAI	
speaks	over	with	certainty	and	honor.	The	Servant’s	suffering	does	not	mean	God’s	purpose	has	
failed.	 It	means	God’s	purpose	 is	moving	 through	a	pathway	human	eyes	would	never	have	
chosen.	The	very	place	that	looks	like	defeat	becomes	the	place	where	heaven’s	verdict	begins	
to	overturn	earth’s.	
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2.	THE	FATHER	SEES	WHAT	OTHERS	CANNOT	SEE	
In	the	middle	of	that	humiliation	comes	one	of	the	great	reversals	in	Isaiah:	“Kings	will	see	and	
arise,	princes	will	also	bow	down,	because	of	ADONAI	who	is	faithful,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	who	
has	chosen	You”	(Is.	49:7).	That	is	the	Father’s	perspective.	Earth	sees	a	despised	servant;	heaven	
sees	the	One	before	whom	kings	will	stand.	The	world	sees	degradation;	God	sees	exaltation	
already	bound	up	in	His	own	faithful	purpose.	This	reversal	rests	not	in	the	Servant’s	popularity,	
not	in	the	response	of	the	crowd,	and	not	in	any	earthly	validation,	but	in	the	faithfulness	of	
ADONAI.	 The	whole	 turning	point	 of	 the	passage	hangs	 on	 that	 phrase:	 because	ADONAI	 is	
faithful.	The	certainty	of	the	Servant’s	vindication	rests	in	the	unchanging	trustworthiness	of	
God.	
	

That	matters	deeply	for	us.	We	all	know	what	it	is	to	walk	through	seasons	where	obedience	
feels	hidden,	costly,	and	unrecognized.	There	are	moments	when	faithfulness	seems	to	produce	
loss	instead	of	fruit,	misunderstanding	instead	of	afTirmation.	But	this	passage	reminds	us	that	
the	Father	sees	more	than	we	see.	His	purposes	are	not	measured	by	immediate	appearances.	
The	Servant	is	chosen	before	He	is	honored	publicly.	He	is	upheld	by	God	before	kings	ever	arise.	
That	 same	 pattern	 appears	 in	 Is.	 52:14–15,	 where	 the	 One	 whose	 appearance	 is	 appalling	
becomes	the	One	before	whom	kings	are	silenced.	God’s	faithfulness	means	that	what	He	has	
chosen,	He	will	also	vindicate.	His	purposes	may	pass	through	rejection,	but	they	do	not	end	
there.	
	

3.		THE	SERVANT	BRINGS	A	GREATER	EXODUS	HOME	
From	verse	8	onward,	the	Lord	describes	what	the	Servant	will	actually	accomplish,	and	it	is	far	
greater	than	a	return	from	Babylon.	ADONAI	says,	“In	a	time	of	favor	I	will	answer	you.	In	a	day	
of	salvation	I	will	help	you.	I	will	keep	You	and	give	You	as	a	covenant	to	the	people”	(Is.	49:8).	
The	 language	 is	 rich	 with	 Jubilee	 imagery.	 Captives	 are	 released.	 Desolate	 inheritances	 are	
restored.	Prisoners	are	told,	“Come	out!”	Those	in	darkness	are	summoned	into	the	light.	This	
is	not	merely	geographic	relocation;	it	is	redemption.	The	physical	imagery	is	carrying	spiritual	
reality.	The	Servant	does	not	only	announce	salvation.	He	embodies	it.	He	is	given	as	a	covenant	
to	the	people,	the	One	through	whom	restoration	itself	comes.	
	

And	the	journey	He	leads	is	not	only	out	of	bondage,	but	all	the	way	home.	Along	the	road	there	
is	provision	so	abundant	that	even	barren	heights	become	places	of	pasture.	There	is	protection	
from	 hunger,	 thirst,	 scorching	wind,	 and	 sun.	 There	 is	 compassionate	 leadership,	 total	 and	
tender,	as	He	leads	by	springs	of	water.	There	is	also	a	clear	path	through	what	would	otherwise	
be	 impossible	 terrain:	“I	will	make	 all	My	mountains	 a	 road,	 and	My	highways	will	 be	 raised	
up”	(Is.	49:11).	The	Lord	does	not	promise	a	path	without	wilderness	or	mountains,	but	He	does	
promise	His	own	guardianship	through	them.	And	the	reach	of	this	salvation	is	universal.	From	
afar,	from	the	north,	from	the	sea,	from	every	direction,	they	come.	This	is	why	the	heavens	and	
the	earth	are	summoned	to	sing	in	verse	13.	The	redemption	of	God’s	people	is	bound	up	with	
the	renewal	of	creation	itself.	What	began	looking	like	defeat	in	the	Servant	opens	into	a	victory	
so	large	that	all	creation	is	called	to	rejoice.	
	

	
	
	



CONCLUSION		
This	passage	 teaches	us	 to	 reinterpret	what	we	are	seeing.	The	Servant	 is	despised,	but	not	
abandoned.	He	 is	 rejected,	 but	 not	 disqualiTied.	He	 appears	 to	 have	 poured	Himself	 out	 for	
nothing,	yet	 the	Father	declares	 that	kings	will	 rise	and	princes	will	bow.	He	walks	 through	
humiliation,	 but	 He	 carries	 the	 purposes	 of	 God	 in	 perfect	 obedience.	 And	 through	 that	
obedience,	He	becomes	the	covenant,	the	freedom	of	captives,	the	light	of	those	in	darkness,	the	
Shepherd	of	the	wilderness	path,	and	the	hope	of	people	coming	from	every	corner	of	the	earth.	
What	looked	like	defeat	is	victory	because	God	was	at	work	in	ways	hidden	from	human	sight.	
	

That	is	still	true	for	the	people	of	God.	There	are	seasons	when	the	road	is	barren,	when	the	
mountain	looks	too	high,	when	the	fruit	seems	absent,	and	when	obedience	feels	costly	beyond	
words.	But	the	God	who	chose	the	Servant,	kept	the	Servant,	and	vindicated	the	Servant	is	still	
faithful.	He	still	 leads	by	springs	of	water.	He	still	turns	mountains	into	roads.	He	still	brings	
people	out	of	darkness	and	into	light.	And	He	is	still	making	all	things	new.	So	the	call	of	this	
passage	 is	 to	 trust	 the	 Lord	 when	 His	 work	 does	 not	 yet	 look	 like	 victory,	 because	 His	
faithfulness	guarantees	that	what	He	has	purposed	will	stand.	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Why	do	you	think	Scripture	so	often	shows	God	accomplishing	victory	through	what	Tirst	

appears	to	be	weakness,	rejection,	or	loss?	
2. How	does	Is.	49:7	deepen	your	understanding	of	the	Servant	and	point	forward	to	Yeshua?	
3. In	what	ways	does	this	passage	describe	salvation	as	more	than	forgiveness	alone,	but	also	

restoration,	guidance,	and	homecoming?	
4. Which	 image	 in	 Is.	49:8–12	speaks	most	personally	 to	your	current	season:	 release	 from	

captivity,	provision	in	barrenness,	protection	on	the	journey,	or	a	raised-up	highway?	
5. How	does	the	call	 for	heaven	and	earth	to	rejoice	 in	Is.	49:13	enlarge	your	view	of	God’s	

redemption?	
6. 	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Avinu	Malkhenu,	Our	Father,	Our	King,	we	thank	You	that	Your	ways	are	higher	than	our	ways	
and	that	Your	faithfulness	is	not	shaken	by	what	things	look	like	from	our	perspective.	Thank	
You	for	the	Servant,	for	Yeshua,	the	One	who	was	despised	and	rejected,	yet	chosen,	upheld,	
and	exalted	by	You.	Thank	You	that	what	looked	like	defeat	became	victory,	and	that	through	
Him	captives	are	set	 free,	 those	 in	darkness	are	brought	 into	 the	 light,	and	 those	 far	off	are	
brought	near.	
	

Teach	us	to	trust	You	when	we	cannot	yet	see	the	outcome.	Strengthen	those	who	feel	weary,	
forgotten,	 or	 fruitless.	 Lead	 us	 by	 springs	 of	 water.	 Guard	 us	 in	 the	 wilderness.	 Make	 the	
mountains	before	us	into	roads.	And	draw	near	to	those	who	need	to	come	out	of	bondage	and	
return	home	to	You	today.	Let	our	lives	join	the	song	of	heaven	and	earth	in	praising	You	for	
Your	salvation,	Your	compassion,	and	Your	power	to	make	all	things	new.	
	

B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


