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Rabbi Cosmo Panzetta
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Key Texts: James/Jacob 1:12-15; 2 Sam. 11; Ps. 32; Luke 4; Eph. 6:11-18; 2 Cor. 10:4-5

Jacob/James 1:14-15: 14 But each one is tempted when he is dragged away and enticed by
his own desire. 15 Then when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is full
grown, it brings forth death)

Temptation is an inevitable reality for every believer, no matter how long they've been
walking with God. It's like fishing—just as a fish is lured by bait without realizing the
danger of the hook beneath, we too can be enticed by what appears to be harmless or even
desirable. The Enemy, like a skilled fisherman, knows how to use our desires against us,
baiting us with things that seem appealing but ultimately lead to destruction.

This strategy of temptation has been in place since the beginning. In the Garden of Eden,
the serpent enticed Eve with the promise of wisdom and the allure of becoming like God.
Similarly, Cain was warned by God that sin was crouching at his door, ready to master him if
he did not resist. Both gave in to temptation, and the consequences were devastating—not
just for them, but for all of humanity.

The Enemy's tactics haven't changed; he still uses deception, appealing to our desires and
weaknesses to lure us away from God. James/Jacob 1:12-15 warns us that temptation
begins with our own desires, which, when acted upon, lead to sin, and sin, when fully
grown, brings forth death. This pattern is evident in the story of David and Bathsheba.
David, instead of being where he was supposed to be, allowed himself to be enticed by his
desire, which led to a series of sins and severe consequences.

To combat this, we must be aware of the Enemy's schemes. He designs temptations tailored
to our specific weaknesses, aiming to lure us into sin. But God calls us to holiness and
righteousness, offering us the strength to resist temptation through His Word and Spirit. By
recognizing how temptation works—starting with curiosity and enticement—we can stand
firm against it, remembering that behind the bait is always a hook, and at the end of the line
is death.
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Discussion Questions:

1. Reflect on a time when you were tempted. How did the Enemy use your desires to
lure you into that temptation?

2. How does the fishing analogy help us understand the nature of temptation in our
spiritual lives?

3. In what ways does the Enemy use “designer thoughts” or tailored schemes to tempt
you? How can you recognize and resist these?

4. Why is it important to recognize the progression from curiosity to enticement in the
process of temptation? How can understanding this help us avoid sin?

5. How does understanding the Enemy’s methods, as seen in the stories of Eve, Cain,
and David, help you in your daily walk with God? What can you do to be more
vigilant against these schemes?

Abba Father;

We come before You, aware of our vulnerabilities and the temptations that seek to draw us
away from Your light. Just as a fisherman casts a baited hook into the water, the Enemy of
our souls tries to lure us with things that appear attractive but lead to destruction. Lord, we
ask for Your wisdom and strength to recognize these traps and to turn away from them.

Help us, Lord, to stand firm in Your Word, just as Yeshua did in the wilderness. When our
curiosity is piqued, remind us to turn our eyes back to You. When we feel the pull of
enticement, let Your truth resound in our hearts, overpowering the lies of the Enemy.
Strengthen and empower us to flee from sin and to seek refuge in Your Presence.

Father, we pray for discernment to recognize the schemes of the devil and the courage to
resist them. Fill us with the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we might be strong in our faith
and steadfast in our commitment to holy as You are Holy; to demonstrate Your character to
a broken world. May our lives reflect Your glory, shining as beacons of hope to a world in
need.

We thank You for Your love and Your kindness toward us and for Your grace that covers us,
and we ask that You would guide us in every step, keeping us close to Your heart. Keep
forming and transforming us into Your likeness.

In Yeshua’s Name (B’Shem Yeshua),

Amen.



