
	
The	Only	Way	to	Run	From	the	Outstretched	Arm		

is	to	Run	TO	the	Outstretched	Arm	–	Part	2		
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
:	

Key	Texts:	Isaiah	9:17-10:4;	Matt.	24:45-51;	Gen.	4:1-10;	Ex.	6:6;	Psalm	37	
In	the	previous	passage	(Isaiah	9:7–16),	God	sent	His	word	to	the	people,	but	they	answered	
with	pride	and	defiance.	Their	 leaders	misled	 them,	 refusing	 to	 turn	 to	 the	One	who	struck	
them.	 Now,	 Isaiah	moves	 to	 the	third	 and	 fourth	 stanzas	of	 this	 prophetic	 poem,	 and	 the	
picture	 intensifies.	 	 If	 the	 first	 two	 stanzas	 were	 about	national	 disaster	and	political	
collapse,	 these	verses	reveal	 the	social	and	moral	unraveling	that	happens	when	a	nation	
persists	in	rejecting	God’s	outstretched	hand.	
	
First,	 Isaiah	 shows	 us	social	 anarchy—where	 sin	 devours	 brotherhood	 itself.	 Then	 he	
exposes	moral	perversion—where	 those	entrusted	with	 justice	 twist	 it	 for	 their	own	gain.	
Through	it	all,	the	refrain	remains:	“For	all	this,	His	anger	is	not	turned	away,	yet	His	hand	is	still	
outstretched.”		This	is	not	Assyria’s	story.	It’s	God’s	story.	Assyria	may	be	the	instrument,	but	
God	is	the	One	holding	the	scales.	The	future	isn’t	dictated	by	foreign	powers;	it’s	determined	
by	whether	God’s	people	will	submit	to	His	ways	or	not.	
	

1.		WHEN	SIN	BURNS,	BROTHERHOOD	BREAKS	(Isaiah	9:17–20)	
“For	wickedness	burns	like	a	Kire…	It	kindles	the	thickets	of	the	forest,	so	they	roll	up	in	a	
column	of	smoke.”(v.	17).	Isaiah	begins	this	stanza	by	revealing	the	true	nature	of	sin.	It’s	not	
harmless	mischief;	it’s	a	raging	Vire.	It	starts	deceptively	small,	like	a	brush	Sire	creeping	
through	dry	grass,	but	soon	it	explodes	into	the	forest	with	a	roar	and	a	column	of	smoke.	
Sin,	by	its	nature,	is	rebellion	against	God’s	created	order,	and	rebellion	always	consumes.	
“By	the	wrath	of	Adonai-Tzva’ot	is	the	land	burnt	up;	the	people	are	as	fuel	for	the	Kire.	No	one	
spares	his	brother.”	(v.	18)	
	
As	this	Sire	burns,	it	doesn’t	just	destroy	the	land—it	destroys	relationships.	The	bonds	
between	brothers	disintegrate.	Isaiah	uses	shocking	imagery:		“One	grabs	with	the	right	
hand	but	is	hungry,	and	eats	with	the	left	hand	but	is	not	satisKied.	Everyone	will	eat	the	Klesh	
of	his	own	arm.”	(v.	19).	People	turn	on	each	other,	devouring	one	another	in	their	hunger	
for	self.	No	matter	how	much	they	seize,	it	doesn’t	satisfy.	All	the	grasping,	consuming,	and	
exploiting	leads	only	to	deeper	hunger.	This	is	what	happens	when	self-interest	becomes	
the	driving	force—the	very	fabric	of	community	is	consumed	in	the	Vire.	
	
Even	the	tribes	of	Manasseh	and	Ephraim,	Joseph’s	own	sons,	turn	against	each	other,	and	
then	together	they	turn	against	Judah	(v.	20).	The	breakdown	is	total.	This	is	Cain	and	Abel	
all	over	again—brother	against	brother.		And	then	comes	the	refrain:	“For	all	this,	His	anger	
is	not	turned	away,	yet	His	hand	is	still	outstretched.”	Even	as	society	tears	itself	apart,	God’s	
hand	remains	extended.	The	only	way	out	of	the	Sire	is	to	run	to	the	One	who	can	quench	it.	
	

2.	WHEN	JUSTICE	IS	TWISTED,	THE	WEAK	BECOME	PREY	(Isaiah	10:1–2)	
“Oy	to	those	enacting	unjust	decrees	and	recording	corrupt	legislation!”	(10:1).	The	fourth	stanza	
shifts	 the	 focus	 from	 social	 breakdown	 to	moral	 corruption	 at	 the	 highest	 levels.	 Those	
responsible	for	making	and	upholding	the	law	are	now	twisting	it.	The	Hebrew	is	vivid:	they	
“inscribe	inscriptions	of	crookedness.”	Legislation	meant	to	uphold	justice	is	weaponized	for	
personal	gain.	
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“…to	deprive	the	helpless	of	justice	and	rob	the	rights	of	the	poor	of	My	people,	so	that	widows	may	
be	their	spoil	and	orphans	their	prey!”	(v.	2)		God	indicts	them	for	two	things:	denying	justice	to	
the	 vulnerable,	 and	manipulating	 justice	to	 enrich	 themselves.	 The	 very	 ones	 who	 should	
protect	the	weak	are	preying	upon	them.	
	
When	 moral	 perversion	 takes	 hold,	 society	 doesn’t	 just	 burn	 outwardly—it	collapses	
inwardly.	The	leaders	no	longer	reSlect	God’s	character;	they	exploit	it	for	proSit.	Widows	and	
orphans—the	symbols	of	helplessness—become	easy	targets.	This	is	not	just	bad	policy;	this	
is	spiritual	rot.	
	
	

3.		WHEN	GOD	VISITS,	THERE’S	NOWHERE	TO	RUN	(Isaiah	10:3–4)	
“What	will	you	do	in	the	day	of	visitation,	when	desolation	comes	from	afar?	To	whom	will	you	
flee	for	help?	Where	will	you	leave	your	wealth?”	(v.	3).	Isaiah	lifts	their	eyes	to	the	coming	day	
of	visitation—the	day	when	God	Himself	inspects	their	stewardship.	It’s	not	“if”	but	“when.”	
The	Master	is	coming	to	survey	His	servants	(cf.	Matt.	24:45–51).	
	
On	 that	 day,	 their	 alliances	won’t	 save	 them.	Their	wealth	won’t	 shield	 them.	Their	 twisted	
policies	won’t	protect	them.	All	their	ill-gotten	gain	will	be	swept	away.		“One	can	only	crouch	
among	the	captives	or	collapse	among	the	slain.”	(v.	4).	Those	who	strutted	in	power	will	end	up	
either	huddled	among	captives	or	lying	among	 the	slain.	Before	 the	wrath	of	God,	 status,	
wealth,	and	power	evaporate.		And	again,	Isaiah	ends	with	the	refrain:	“For	all	this,	His	anger	is	
not	turned	away,	yet	His	hand	is	still	outstretched.”		Even	in	judgment,	the	invitation	stands.	The	
only	refuge	is	the	very	One	bringing	the	judgment.	Run	to	His	outstretched	hand.	
	

CONCLUSION	
Isaiah	9:17–10:4	 shows	us	where	unchecked	 sin	 leads:	Vire	 that	 consumes	 society,	justice	
twisted	against	the	weak,	and	a	day	of	visitation	when	everything	is	exposed.		This	passage	
isn’t	just	about	ancient	Israel.	It’s	a	mirror.	When	our	communities	reject	God’s	order,	brother	
turns	on	brother,	the	vulnerable	are	exploited,	and	society	unravels.	But	even	in	the	midst	of	Sire	
and	judgment,	His	hand	is	still	outstretched.	
	

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
1. How	does	Isaiah	describe	the	true	nature	of	sin	in	verse	17,	and	why	is	that	important	for	

understanding	what	happens	next?	
2. In	what	ways	do	we	 see	 “the	 Sire”	 of	 sin	 today	breaking	down	human	 relationships	 and	

communities?	
3. What	are	modern	examples	of	“twisting	justice”	or	using	power	to	prey	on	the	vulnerable?	
4. How	does	the	idea	of	a	“day	of	visitation”	challenge	the	illusion	of	human	self-sufSiciency?	
5. Where	in	your	own	life	might	God	be	inviting	you	to	run	back	to	His	outstretched	hand	rather	

than	resisting	His	correction?	
	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Abba,	thank	You	that	even	in	the	midst	of	judgment,	Your	hand	remains	outstretched.	We	
confess	that	sin	burns	like	a	fire	in	our	world,	our	communities,	and	sometimes	even	our	
hearts.	Forgive	us	where	we’ve	turned	on	one	another	instead	of	turning	to	You.	Forgive	us	
where	we’ve	twisted	justice	or	trusted	in	our	wealth,	power,	or	alliances.	Lord,	on	the	day	of	
Your	visitation,	may	we	be	found	in	Your	arms,	not	fleeing	from	them.	We	run	to	You	now.	
Quench	the	fire.	Heal	our	land.	In	Yeshua’s	mighty	name,	Amen.	


