
	

“His	Desire	is	to	Reverse	the	‘Inevitable’	Sunset”	
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts	(TLV):	Is	38:4-8;		Is.	30:15,	18-20;	38:1-3;	2	Kings	18:3-6;	19:20;	20:4-11;	2	Chr.	29-
31;	7:13-14;	Jer.	18:7-10;	Joel	2:12-14	

	
Isaiah	38	takes	place	in	the	middle	of	the	crisis	years	of	Judah.	The	events	of	Is.	36–37	and	Is.	
38	are	overlapping—happening	at	the	same	time.	While	Hezekiah	is	dealing	with	a	national	
crisis	as	the	Assyrian	army	surrounds	Jerusalem,	he	is	also	facing	a	deeply	personal	crisis:	a	
terminal	illness.	Outside	the	walls,	the	most	powerful	empire	on	earth	is	threatening	his	people.	
Inside	his	own	body,	death	is	closing	in.	And	into	that	moment,	Isaiah	delivers	a	word	from	the	
Lord	that	sounds	Jinal:	“Put	your	house	in	order,	for	you	are	dying	and	will	not	live”	(Isa.	38:1).	
	

Hezekiah	does	what	he	knows	to	do—he	turns	his	face	to	the	wall	and	prays.	His	prayer	isn’t	
polished	or	precise.	It’s	emotional,	raw,	and	tear-Jilled.	He	reminds	the	Lord	of	his	faithfulness,	
and	he	weeps	bitterly.	And	while	Hezekiah	truly	loved	the	Lord	and	had	led	profound	spiritual	
reforms	in	Judah,	this	moment	exposes	something	deeper	God	is	after—not	just	faithfulness	in	
religious	spaces,	but	whole-hearted	trust	in	every	space.	What	unfolds	in	Isaiah	38:4–8	reveals	
the	heart	of	a	God	who	delights	in	mercy,	who	hears	prayer,	and	who	can	even	reverse	what	
looks	inevitable.	

	

1. GOD	HEARS	WHAT	FEELS	TOO	LATE	TO	MATTER	
“Then	the	word	of	ADONAI	came	to	Isaiah	saying:	‘Go,	and	say	to	Hezekiah…	I	have	heard	your	
prayer	 and	 I	 have	 seen	 your	 tears’”	(Isa.	 38:4–5a).	 	 Isaiah	 had	 already	 delivered	 the	 death	
sentence	and	was	leaving	the	palace.	From	a	human	perspective,	the	moment	had	passed.	The	
verdict	 was	 in.	 And	 yet,	 before	 Isaiah	 even	 leaves	 the	 middle	 court,	 the	 word	 of	 ADONAI	
interrupts	him.	God	stops	the	prophet	mid-step	and	says,	“Turn	around.”	That	alone	tells	us	
something	 important—God	 is	not	bound	by	 the	 Jinality	we	 feel	 in	our	 circumstances.	What	
looks	settled	to	us	may	still	be	open	to	Him.	
	
The	Lord	doesn’t	 say,	 “I	 reconsidered	because	you	argued	well.”	He	says,	“I	have	heard	your	
prayer	and	I	have	seen	your	tears.”		Hezekiah’s	prayer	wasn’t	eloquent.	It	wasn’t	a	masterpiece	
of	 theology.	 It	 was	 simply	 honest.	 And	 ADONAI	 responds—not	 because	 of	 Hezekiah’s	
perfection,	but	because	of	the	LORD’s	compassion.	Unlike	idols	who	have	eyes	but	cannot	see	
and	ears	but	cannot	hear,	the	God	of	Israel	sees	and	hears—and	He	responds.	He	is	moved	by	
weakness.	He	is	attentive	to	tears.	And	sometimes,	the	prayer	we	think	comes	too	late	is	the	very	
prayer	God	is	waiting	to	answer.	
	

2.		GOD’S	WORD	CAN	INTERRUPT	THE	DOWNWARD	MOTION	
“Behold,	I	will	add	15	years	to	your	life…	I	will	deliver	you	and	this	city	from	the	hand	of	the	king	
of	Assyria,	and	I	will	defend	this	city.”	(Isa.	38:5b–6).	The	Lord	doesn’t	just	comfort	Hezekiah—
He	changes	the	outcome.	He	adds	Jifteen	years	to	his	life	and	reafJirms	His	promise	to	protect	
Jerusalem.	Notice	how	personal	and	national	deliverance	are	woven	together	here.	God	doesn’t	
say,	“I’ll	heal	you,	but	you’re	on	your	own	with	Assyria.”	He	says,	“I’ll	deal	with	both.”	Hezekiah’s	
life	and	the	city’s	future	are	both	in	God’s	hands—not	Assyria’s.	
	

The	language	here	is	striking.	God	says	He	will	“snatch”	Hezekiah	from	the	hand	of	the	king	of	
Assyria.	In	other	words,	“You	are	not	in	his	grip—you’re	in	Mine.”	What	felt	like	an	inevitable	
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slide	 toward	darkness	 is	 interrupted	by	divine	 intervention.	God	asserts	His	 authority	over	
time,	over	empires,	and	over	death	itself.	When	God	speaks,	trajectories	change.	Decline	is	not	
destiny	when	the	Lord	steps	in.	
	
3.		God	Can	Reverse	the	Sign	of	the	Setting	Sun	
“Now	this	will	be	the	sign	to	you	from	ADONAI…	I	will	cause	the	shadow	on	the	stairs…	to	turn	
back	 ten	 steps.”	(Isa.	 38:7–8).	 The	 sign	 God	 gives	Hezekiah	 is	 deeply	 personal.	 The	 shadow	
moving	down	the	steps	mirrors	Hezekiah’s	own	life	slipping	away.	Day	by	day,	strength	fading.	
Time	moving	forward.	Death	approaching.	And	God	says,	“Watch	this.”	The	shadow	doesn’t	just	
stop—it	reverses.	Ten	steps	back.	Time	itself	bends	at	the	command	of	the	Creator.	
	

This	 isn’t	merely	 about	 astronomy	 or	 physics.	 It’s	 about	 hope.	 The	 sign	 declares	 that	what	
appears	irreversible	is	not	beyond	God’s	reach.	The	sun	was	setting	on	Hezekiah’s	 life—and	
God	pushed	it	back.	Doom	was	not	inevitable.	Not	for	Hezekiah.	Not	for	Jerusalem.	And	not	for	
any	generation	willing	to	turn,	humble	itself,	and	seek	the	Lord.	The	God	who	rules	the	heavens	
is	the	God	who	delights	to	show	mercy.	When	He	speaks,	even	time	obeys.	
	

CONCLUSION	
Our	God	is	compassionate,	responsive,	and	deeply	relational.	He	hears	prayers	soaked	in	tears.	
He	 interrupts	 downward	 spirals.	 And	 He	 gives	 signs—not	 to	 shame	 weak	 faith,	 but	 to	
strengthen	it.	Hezekiah	wasn’t	perfect.	His	trust	had	been	fragmented.	But	in	this	moment,	he	
turned	fully	toward	the	Lord—and	God	met	him	there.	
	

The	same	God	who	reversed	the	shadow	is	still	at	work	today.	What	feels	 like	an	inevitable	
sunset	in	your	life—a	relationship,	a	calling,	your	health,	your	hope—may	not	be	as	final	as	it	
seems.	 God	 is	 still	 the	 One	 who	 says,	 “Turn	 around.”	 He	 is	 still	 gracious.	 He	 is	 still	
compassionate.	And	He	still	delights	in	responding	to	hearts	that	cry	out	to	Him.		If	you’re	here	
today	facing	something	that	feels	final—something	you’ve	already	written	off	as	too	late—do	
what	Hezekiah	did.	Turn	your	face	toward	the	Lord.	Cry	out.	Not	with	perfect	words,	but	with	
an	 honest	 heart.	 If	 your	 trust	 has	 been	 fragmented—strong	 in	 spiritual	 spaces	 but	 thin	
everywhere	else—this	is	a	moment	to	ask	God	to	make	you	whole.	Let	today	be	the	day	you	
place	every	part	of	your	life	back	into	His	hands	and	trust	Him	to	do	what	only	He	can	do.	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Why	do	you	think	God	responds	so	quickly	to	Hezekiah’s	prayer	in	Isaiah	38:4–5?	
2. What	 does	 the	 reversal	 of	 the	 shadow	 teach	 us	 about	 God’s	 authority	 over	 time	 and	

circumstances?	
3. In	what	areas	of	life	do	we	tend	to	assume	decline	or	loss	is	“inevitable”?	
4. How	does	this	passage	challenge	the	idea	that	it’s	ever	“too	late”	to	pray?	
5. What	would	it	look	like	for	your	trust	in	God	to	be	whole	rather	than	fragmented?	

	
CLOSING	PRAYER:	
ADONAI,	we	thank	You	that	You	are	gracious	and	compassionate,	slow	to	anger	and	abundant	
in	 mercy.	 You	 see	 our	 tears,	 You	 hear	 our	 prayers,	 and	 You	 are	 not	 bound	 by	 what	 feels	
inevitable	to	us.	Teach	us	to	trust	You	fully—not	just	in	sacred	moments,	but	in	every	part	of	
life.	Where	hope	feels	like	it’s	fading,	restore	it.	Where	time	feels	like	it’s	running	out,	remind	
us	that	You	hold	time	in	Your	hands.	We	turn	to	You	again	today,	trusting	You	to	reverse	what	
only	You	can	reverse.	
																																						B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	Yeshua’s	Name,	Amen.	


