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Key	Texts	(TLV):	Is	50:4-11;	Is.	42:1–4;	Is.	49:1–6;	Matt.	11:28–30;	Matt.	16:21–25;	Matt.	26:39;	
Matt.	26:67–68;	Matt.	27:30–31;	Luke	4:31–32;	John	14:31;	1	Pet.	2:20–23;	Heb.	5:8	

	

Isaiah	50:4–11	stands	in	the	middle	of	a	holy	contrast.	In	Isaiah	49:1–13,	the	Servant	is	revealed	
as	God’s	answer	to	His	people’s	problem.	Then	in	Isaiah	49:14–50:3,	the	people	answer	back	
with	fear,	accusation,	and	unbelief.	Zion	says,	in	effect,	“The	Lord	has	forsaken	me,”	while	the	
Lord	answers,	“I	have	not	forsaken	you—you	were	sent	away	because	of	your	own	iniquities.”	
The	issue	was	never	a	lack	of	God’s	love	or	power.	The	issue	was	the	people’s	rebellion.	But	then,	
right	where	the	chapter	has	shown	us	that	God	came	and	there	was	“no	one,”	that	He	called	and	
there	was	“no	answer,”	suddenly	in	verse	4	a	voice	speaks	up.	At	last	there	is	One	who	listens	
when	ADONAI	speaks.	
	

This	passage	feels	like	a	preview	of	Yeshua’s	later	call:	“If	anyone	wants	to	follow	after	Me,	he	
must	deny	himself,	take	up	his	cross,	and	follow	Me”	(Matt.	16:24).	Isaiah	50	gives	us	the	pattern	
before	the	command	is	ever	spoken	in	the	Gospels.	Here	we	see	the	Servant	listening,	obeying,	
suffering,	 trusting,	 and	 refusing	 to	 turn	 back.	 And	 as	 the	 New	 Covenant	 Scriptures	 make	
gloriously	clear,	this	Servant	is	ful]illed	in	Yeshua.	He	is	not	merely	an	example	of	faithfulness;	
He	is	the	faithful	One	that	Israel	had	failed	to	be:		the	obedient	Son,	the	suffering	Messiah,	and	
the	Savior	who	now	calls	us	to	walk	in	His	steps.	
	

1.	THE	SERVANT	LISTENS	TO	THE	FATHER	AND	SPEAKS	LIFE	TO	THE	WEARY	
The	Servant	says,	“Adonai	Elohim	has	given	Me	the	tongue	of	the	learned,	that	I	may	know	how	to	
sustain	the	weary	with	a	word.	He	awakens	Me	morning	by	morning.	He	awakens	My	ear	to	give	
heed	as	a	disciple”	(Is.	50:4).	The	Servant’s	speech	is	powerful	because	His	ear	is	open.	He	speaks	
with	 the	 tongue	 of	 a	 disciple	 because	He	 ]irst	 listens	with	 the	 ear	 of	 a	 disciple.	 This	 is	 not	
detached	 knowledge	 or	 cold	 religious	 information.	 This	 is	 intimate,	 daily	 fellowship	 with	
ADONAI.	Morning	by	morning,	the	Servant	is	awakened	to	hear,	to	receive,	and	to	respond.	The	
word	that	comes	from	Him	is	not	self-generated.	It	is	born	from	communion	with	the	Father.	
And	because	it	comes	from	that	place,	it	is	exactly	the	right	word	for	the	weary.	
	

This	 is	 beautifully	 ful]illed	 in	 Yeshua.	 He	 taught	 with	 authority	 because	 He	 lived	 in	
uninterrupted	fellowship	with	the	Father.	“Yeshua	came	down	to	Capernaum…	He	was	teaching	
them	 on	 Shabbat,	 and	 they	 were	 astounded	 at	 His	 teaching	 because	 His	 message	 had	
authority”	(Luke	4:31–32).	He	did	not	speak	as	one	repeating	borrowed	ideas.	He	spoke	as	the	
Son	who	knew	the	Father’s	heart.	And	what	came	from	Him	again	and	again	was	help	for	the	
weary:	“Come	 to	Me,	all	who	are	weary	and	burdened,	 and	 I	will	 give	 you	 rest”	(Matt.	11:28).	
Yeshua	 is	 the	 true	 Servant	 whose	 mouth	 is	 like	 a	 sharp	 sword,	 yet	 whose	 word	 heals	 the	
exhausted.	The	call	for	us	is	plain:	before	we	can	speak	for	God,	we	must	be	with	God.	Before	
there	can	be	a	sustaining	word	in	our	mouth,	there	must	be	a	listening	ear	before	the	Lord.	
	
	
	
	



2.	THE	SERVANT	OBEYS	WITHOUT	TURNING	BACK,	EVEN	WHEN	OBEDIENCE	HURTS	
The	Servant	continues,	“Adonai	Elohim	has	opened	My	ear,	and	I	was	not	rebellious,	nor	did	I	turn	
back.	I	gave	My	back	to	those	who	strike,	and	My	cheeks	to	those	pulling	out	My	beard;	I	did	not	
hide	My	face	from	humiliation	and	spitting”	(Is.	50:5–6).	Here	the	Servant	moves	from	hearing	
to	obedience.	He	does	not	merely	receive	instruction;	He	yields	Himself	to	it.	And	that	obedience	
leads	directly	into	suffering.	This	suffering	is	crucial,	because	it	is	not	the	result	of	personal	sin.	
Israel	suffered	because	of	rebellion,	but	the	Servant	suffers	because	of	faithfulness.	That	
distinction	matters.	He	is	not	being	corrected	for	wrongdoing.	He	is	submitting	to	the	cost	of	
doing	 the	 Father’s	will.	 This	 is	 the	 obedience	 that	 does	not	 retreat	when	 the	path	 becomes	
painful.	
	

Again,	Yeshua	is	the	unmistakable	ful]illment.	He	said,	“In	order	that	the	world	may	know	that	I	
love	 the	 Father,	 I	 do	 exactly	 as	 the	 Father	 commanded	Me”	(John	 14:31).	 In	 Gethsemane	He	
prayed,	“My	Father,	if	it	is	possible,	let	this	cup	pass	from	Me!	Yet	not	as	I	will,	but	as	You	will”	(Matt.	
26:39).	And	 the	humiliation	 Isaiah	 foresaw	was	 ful]illed	with	 sobering	precision:	“Then	 they	
spat	in	His	face	and	pounded	Him	with	their	Yists”	(Matt.	26:67),	and	“They	spat	on	Him,	and	they	
took	 the	 staff	 and	 beat	 Him	 over	 and	 over	 on	 the	 head”	(Matt.	 27:30).	 This	 is	 not	 arti]icial	
ful]illment.	No	pretender	 invents	 this	kind	of	humiliation	 to	 gain	a	 crown	nobody	was	
expecting	him	to	wear.	Yeshua	endured	it	because	He	is	the	Servant	Isaiah	saw.	And	now	He	
calls	His	followers	into	the	same	surrendered	posture—not	to	atone	for	sin	as	He	did,	but	to	
follow	Him	in	costly	obedience	when	faithfulness	requires	suffering.	
	

3.		THE	SERVANT	TRUSTS	GOD	IN	THE	DARK	AND	CALLS	US	TO	WALK	HIS	WAY	
The	Servant	says,	“For	Adonai	Elohim	will	help	Me.	Therefore	I	have	not	been	disgraced.	Therefore	
I	set	My	face	like	Ylint,	and	I	know	that	I	will	not	be	ashamed”	(Is.	50:7).	Then	the	passage	rises	
into	the	language	of	vindication:	“The	One	who	vindicates	Me	is	near.	Who	will	accuse	Me?”	(Is.	
50:8).	The	Servant	 is	utterly	con]ident,	not	because	the	suffering	 feels	 light,	but	because	the	
Lord	is	near	and	the	Lord	will	judge	rightly.	He	knows	that	the	accusations	against	Him	will	not	
stand.	He	knows	that	ADONAI	Himself	will	declare	the	truth.	Then	the	]inal	verses	turn	outward	
and	press	a	decision	on	the	hearer:	“Who	among	you	fears	Adonai?	Who	hears	the	voice	of	His	
servant?	Who	walks	in	darkness	and	has	no	light?	Let	him	trust	in	the	Name	of	Adonai	and	lean	
on	his	God”	(Is.	50:10).	The	choice	is	clear—trust	God	in	the	dark,	or	kindle	your	own	]ire	and	
collapse	under	the	weight	of	self-made	light.	
	

This	 too	 is	 ful]illed	 in	Yeshua	and	 then	handed	to	us	as	a	pattern	of	discipleship.	He	walked	
through	darkness	without	turning	aside.	He	entrusted	Himself	fully	to	the	Father,	and	Peter	later	
says	of	Him,	“When	He	was	abused,	He	did	not	 return	 the	abuse.	While	 suffering,	He	made	no	
threats.	Instead,	He	kept	entrusting	Himself	to	the	One	who	judges	righteously”	(1	Pet.	2:23).	That	
is	exactly	 Isaiah	50	 in	 living	 form.	And	then	Yeshua	says	to	His	disciples,	“If	anyone	wants	 to	
follow	after	Me,	he	must	deny	himself,	take	up	his	cross,	and	follow	Me”	(Matt.	16:24).	This	is	the	
Servant-way.	It	is	the	way	of	trust	when	you	cannot	see,	obedience	when	it	costs,	and	leaning	on	
God	rather	than	manufacturing	your	own	security.	The	one	who	fears	the	Lord	is	the	one	who	
listens	to	the	voice	of	His	Servant.	To	reject	that	voice	is	to	walk	by	sparks	of	our	own	making.	
To	heed	it	is	to	]ind	that	even	in	the	dark,	God	Himself	is	enough.	
	
	
	



CONCLUSION		
Isaiah	50	is	not	merely	a	beautiful	prophecy	about	suffering	in	general.	It	is	a	prophetic	portrait	
of	the	Messiah,	the	faithful	Servant	who	listened	perfectly,	obeyed	fully,	suffered	innocently,	and	
trusted	completely.	He	the	obedient	Son	who	succeeded	where	the	many	failed.	He	is	both	model	
and	Messiah.	He	shows	us	what	faithfulness	looks	like,	but	He	also	saves	us	precisely	because	
His	suffering	was	undeserved.	If	His	suffering	had	been	for	His	own	sin,	it	could	not	have	helped	
us.	But	because	He	was	righteous,	because	He	was	vindicated	by	God,	because	He	walked	this	
path	as	the	spotless	Servant,	His	suffering	becomes	redemptive,	and	His	footsteps	become	the	
path	for	all	who	belong	to	Him.	
	
The	call	to	us	is	both	tender	and	searching.	Will	you	keep	insisting	on	your	own	light,	your	own	
understanding,	your	own	way	through	the	dark?	Or	will	you	trust	in	the	Name	of	Adonai	and	
lean	on	your	God?	Will	you	listen	to	the	voice	of	the	Servant?	Yeshua	still	calls	to	the	weary,	still	
calls	to	the	fearful,	still	calls	to	the	self-suf]icient,	and	still	says,	in	effect,	“Follow	Me.”	Today	is	a	
good	day	to	stop	resisting,	stop	turning	back,	and	stop	trying	to	save	yourself	by	your	own	]ire.	
Bring	your	life	again	before	Messiah.	Ask	Him	to	awaken	your	ear,	soften	your	heart,	and	teach	
you	obedience.	And	where	He	leads,	even	through	darkness,	choose	to	trust	Him	there.	
	
DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. What	does	Isaiah	50:4	teach	us	about	the	connection	between	listening	to	God	and	

ministering	to	weary	people?	
2. Why	is	it	important	that	the	Servant	suffers	because	of	obedience	rather	than	because	of	

wrongdoing?	
3. In	what	ways	does	Yeshua	clearly	ful]ill	the	portrait	of	the	Servant	in	Isaiah	50:4–11?	
4. What	does	it	look	like	in	practical	terms	to	“trust	in	the	Name	of	Adonai	and	lean	on	his	

God”	when	life	feels	dark?	
5. Where	are	you	most	tempted	to	“kindle	a	]ire”	for	yourself	instead	of	waiting	on	and	

trusting	the	Lord?	
	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
ADONAI,	we	thank	You	for	revealing	Your	Servant	so	clearly	in	Isaiah,	and	for	showing	us	that	
Yeshua	is	the	fulfillment	of	this	holy	prophecy.	Thank	You	that	He	listened	perfectly,	obeyed	
fully,	suffered	innocently,	and	trusted	You	completely.	Thank	You	that	He	did	not	turn	back,	
even	when	obedience	led	to	humiliation,	pain,	and	the	cross.	Thank	You	that	in	Him	we	see	not	
only	the	pattern	of	true	discipleship,	but	also	the	Savior	who	bore	what	we	could	never	bear	
and	accomplished	what	we	could	never	accomplish.	
	
Awaken	our	ears	morning	by	morning.	Teach	us	to	hear	Your	voice	and	to	heed	it.	Forgive	us	
for	the	ways	we	have	relied	on	our	own	light,	our	own	strength,	and	our	own	understanding.	
Cause	us	to	be	people	who	trust	You	in	the	dark,	who	follow	Yeshua	in	costly	obedience,	and	
who	speak	words	that	sustain	the	weary.	Strengthen	us	to	take	up	our	cross	and	follow	Messiah	
with	humble,	steady	hearts.	
	

B’Shem	Yeshua,	In	the	name	of	Yeshua,	amen.	


