
	

“The	Foundations	WILL	Shake.	What	are	You	Standing	On”		
Rabbi	Cosmo	Panzetta	

Devotion	and	Discussion	Questions	
	

Key	Texts	(TLV):	Isaiah	32:9-20;	32:1-8;	28:16;	30:15;	3:16-17	
	

Isaiah	32	ends	by	 forcing	 a	question	we	don’t	 like	 to	 slow	down	and	ask:	What	are	 you	
standing	 on?	Where	 is	 your	 con<idence	 really	 rooted?	 What	 gives	 you	 peace	 when	
everything	feels	stable—and	what	happens	when	that	stability	starts	to	crack?	Isaiah	has	
already	shown	us	a	beautiful	picture	in	the	opening	verses	of	the	chapter:	a	King	reigning	
in	 righteousness,	 leaders	 ruling	with	 justice,	 and	a	people	becoming	refuge,	 shelter,	 and	
refreshing	to	others.	That	vision	is	real.	It	is	coming.	But	Isaiah	makes	it	clear—it	does	not	
arrive	without	a	shaking	<irst.	
	

The	 prophet	 moves	 from	 promise	 to	 warning	 because	 false	 security	 is	 dangerous.	 It’s	
possible	 to	 feel	 untroubled,	 con<ident,	 even	 faithful—while	 standing	 on	 something	 that	
cannot	hold	your	weight.	The	foundations	will	shake.	The	only	question	 is	whether	what	
you’re	leaning	on	can	survive	the	shaking.	Isaiah	32:9–20	exposes	misplaced	con<idence,	
announces	necessary	judgment,	and	then	lifts	our	eyes	to	Spirit-birthed	restoration.	This	
passage	doesn’t	condemn	rest—it	redeems	it.	It	doesn’t	reject	con<idence—it	rede<ines	it.	

	

1. FALSE	EASE	FEELS	SAFE—UNTIL	THE	GROUND	MOVES	(Isa.	32:9–14)	
Isaiah’s	warning	begins	with	an	arresting	call:	“Rise	up,	you	women	who	are	at	ease…	you	
complacent	 daughters,	 give	 ear	 to	 my	 words.”	These	 are	 not	 careless	 people—they	 are	
confident	people.	The	Hebrew	word	betach	is	the	same	word	used	for	faith	or	trust.	Their	
problem	isn’t	that	they	lack	faith;	 it’s	that	their	faith	is	resting	on	the	wrong	foundation.	
They	are	untroubled	because	life	appears	stable.	The	economy	is	working.	The	harvest	has	
been	good.	The	leaders	seem	confident.	Everything	feels	fine—until	it	isn’t.	
	

This	 is	 the	 danger	 of	 borrowed	 confidence.	 These	 women	 feel	 secure	 because	 they’ve	
trusted	leaders	who	themselves	are	leaning	on	Egypt,	on	politics,	on	prosperity,	on	their	
own	wisdom.	When	those	foundations	fail,	everyone	standing	on	them	goes	down	together.	
Isaiah	says	the	shaking	will	come	quickly—within	a	year—and	when	it	does,	the	harvest	
will	fail,	the	city	will	empty,	and	what	once	felt	permanent	will	be	stripped	bare.	False	peace	
always	collapses	under	pressure.	Ease	is	beautiful	when	it	flows	from	trust	in	the	Lord;	it	is	
destructive	when	it	grows	out	of	denial,	distraction,	or	misplaced	faith.	
	

2.		GOD	ALLOWS	THE	SHAKING	TO	EXPOSE	WHAT	CANNOT	SAVE	(Isa.	32:15–17)	
The	devastation	Isaiah	describes	is	not	the	<inal	word—it	is	the	clearing	of	the	ground.	The	
land	becomes	desolate	until	something	happens:	“Until	the	Ruach	is	poured	out	upon	us	from	
on	high.”	The	same	language	used	for	being	stripped	bare	in	judgment	is	now	redeemed	in	
restoration.	What	humanity	empties	in	pride,	God	<ills	by	His	Spirit.	What	collapses	under	
false	security	is	reborn	through	divine	power.	
	

When	the	Spirit	is	poured	out,	everything	changes.	The	wilderness	becomes	a	fruitful	<ield.	
Justice	 dwells	 where	 barrenness	 once	 ruled.	 Righteousness	 takes	 root	 and	 produces	
something	unmistakable:	shalom.	Isaiah	says,	“The	work	of	righteousness	will	be	shalom,	and	
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the	effect	of	righteousness	will	be	quietness	and	conCidence	forever.”	This	is	not	manufactured	
calm	or	forced	optimism.	This	is	rest	that	survives	storms.	This	is	con<idence	that	doesn’t	
panic	when	the	ground	trembles—because	it’s	anchored	to	something	unshakable.	
	

3.		TRUE	SECURITY	IS	A	CHOICE	BEFORE	THE	SHAKING	IS	COMPLETE	(Isa.	32:18–20)	
Isaiah	ends	by	holding	two	futures	side	by	side.	One	ends	with	cities	 leveled	and	forests	
<lattened—everything	 humanity	 trusted	 reduced	 to	 rubble.	 The	 other	 is	 <illed	 with	
abundance,	freedom,	and	blessing—<ields	watered	everywhere,	animals	roaming	freely,	life	
<lourishing	 without	 fear.	 Both	 futures	 are	 real.	 The	 difference	 lies	 in	 where	 trust	 is	
placed	now.	
	

God’s	promise	is	clear:	“My	people	will	dwell	in	a	peaceful	habitation,	in	secure	dwellings,	in	
quiet	resting	places.”These	are	the	same	words	Isaiah	used	earlier	for	misplaced	ease—now	
redeemed	 and	 restored.	 The	 difference	 is	 the	 foundation.	When	 peace	 is	 rooted	 in	 the	
Spirit’s	 work	 and	 righteousness,	 it	 lasts.	 When	 con<idence	 is	 built	 on	 circumstances,	
systems,	or	success,	it	collapses.	The	foundations	will	shake—but	those	standing	on	what	
God	has	established	will	not	be	moved.	
	

CONCLUSION	
Isaiah	 32	 does	 not	 ask	whether	 shaking	 is	 coming—it	 assumes	 it.	 The	 real	 question	 is	
whether	the	shaking	will	destroy	you	or	deliver	you.	God	is	not	trying	to	rob	His	people	of	
peace;	He	is	rescuing	them	from	false	peace.	He	is	stripping	away	what	cannot	save	so	He	
can	 establish	what	will	 last.	 The	 Spirit	 is	 still	 poured	 out.	 Righteousness	 still	 produces	
shalom.	Secure	dwellings	are	still	offered—but	they	are	only	found	in	Him.	
	
What	 are	 you	 standing	 on?	If	 your	 confidence	 is	 rooted	 in	 comfort,	 success,	 leaders,	
finances,	 or	 routines—this	 is	 the	 moment	 to	 repent	 and	 realign.	 If	 your	 peace	 is	
circumstantial,	it	will	not	survive	the	shaking.	But	if	you	will	surrender	your	false	securities	
and	 plant	 your	 trust	 fully	 in	 the	 Lord,	 He	 promises	 rest	 that	 endures,	 confidence	 that	
remains,	and	 life	as	He	 intended.	 	Today,	shift	your	weight.	Stand	on	what	cannot	be	
shaken.	
	

DISCUSSION	QUESTIONS:	
1. Where	do	you	most	often	place	your	con<idence	when	life	feels	stable?	
2. How	can	false	peace	look	spiritual	while	being	rooted	in	the	wrong	foundation?	
3. What	does	Isaiah	teach	us	about	the	purpose	of	divine	shaking?	
4. How	does	righteousness	produce	shalom	rather	than	striving	or	fear?	
5. What	practical	steps	can	help	you	move	your	trust	from	circumstances	to	the	Spirit’s	work?	

	

CLOSING	PRAYER:	
Abba,	we	confess	how	easily	we	grow	comfortable	in	things	that	cannot	hold	us.	Forgive	us	
for	 trusting	 appearances,	 systems,	 and	 success	 more	 than	 Your	 Word.	 Where	 our	
foundations	are	weak,	expose	them.	Where	our	confidence	is	misplaced,	realign	it.	Pour	out	
Your	Ruach	upon	us	from	on	high.	Establish	righteousness	in	our	hearts,	produce	shalom	
in	our	lives,	and	make	us	people	who	dwell	securely	in	You.	Teach	us	to	stand	where	You	
have	laid	the	foundation,	and	to	live	untroubled—not	because	life	is	easy,	but	because	You	
are	faithful.		In	Yeshua’s	Name,	Amen.	


